




Pastor’s Column June 27 – 28, 2026 

 

“Whoever finds his life will lose it,  

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 
 

Next Saturday we celebrate Independence Day, and this year it’s a big one. It’s the Semiquincentennial or 

250th anniversary of our country’s founding. Lots of celebrations are taking place across our nation, in our city and 

our community. With the World Cup taking place and Team USA already through to the knockout round there’s 

plenty of partying going on. But let’s not forget that the freedoms we cherish were won by people who were willing to 

take a personal risk and put their ideals ahead of their personal comforts and even their lives.  

After the Declaration of Independence was drafted, it was read aloud to the members of the Continental 

Congress, and it included these memorable words: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, 

and the pursuit of Happiness … And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of 

Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.” It is said that 

no one wanted to sign the Declaration first. Finally, Benjamin Franklin spoke: “Gentlemen, I can understand your 

concerns about signing this Declaration. I, too, am afraid of the consequences of this bold step we are undertaking. 

But one thing I know. We must all hang together, or most assuredly, we will all hang separately.” John Hancock 

signed his name, and the rest, as they say, is history. 

In our Gospel reading this weekend, Jesus tells us that in order to be his disciple, we too must be willing to 

take a risk, to sacrifice, and to put Him above all things in our life. He says, “Whoever loves father or mother more 

than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does 

not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me.” Our Lord wants us to put him first and to struggle 

against our own passions, against pride, sin and all its effects.  

Nothing should come between Jesus and his disciple, not even father, mother, son, or daughter. This is not 

meant to create opposition between the First and Fourth Commandments, love for God above all things and honoring 

our parents; Jesus is simply indicating the order of our priorities. He himself demonstrated this when he remained 

behind in Jerusalem and was “lost” when his parents began their return home to Nazareth. After searching for three 

days, when Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the Temple, he told them: “How is it that you sought me? Did you not 

know that I must be in my Father’s house?” Children should learn from this that their affection for their parents 

should never come before their love of God. And parents should take the lesson that their children belong to God in 

the first place, and therefore he has a right to do with them what he wishes, even if this involves sacrifice (such as 

encouraging vocations to the priesthood, even if it means fewer grandchildren). This teaching of our Lord asks us to 

be generous and to let God have his way. But God never lets himself be outdone in generosity. 

Jesus says, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  Following 

Christ means doing what he asks and risking this present life to gain eternal life. This weekend as I celebrate my 

Seventeenth Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood, I can personally attest that God cannot be outdone in 

generosity. Whatever sacrifices we make, whatever accolades or achievements in this world that we may set aside for 

him, we receive so much more back from God in return. God is the author of our life. He writes the script. When we 

follow God’s will for our life, when we conform our human will to God’s holy will great things happen.  

          May God bless you and may God bless the United States of America.  – Fr. Bob  
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