




Pastor’s Column June 13 – 14, 2026 

 

 

“At the sight of the crowds, Jesus’ heart was moved with pity for them because they 

were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd.” 

 

This weekend we celebrate our Parish Feast. It’s the first in my time as Pastor, and the first in many years for 

the parish. As I write this column, our school yard is beginning to fill up with rides. Soon we will be enjoying Italian 

delights such as Lucy’s famous sausage and peppers heroes, zeppole and gelato, or if you prefer, just a traditional 

American hot dog, knish and pretzel. Whatever your taste, I hope you get a chance to come and support the feast. It 

would be great to see a big crowd. 

And speaking of crowds, in our Gospel this weekend, St. Matthew says that, “At the sight of the crowds, Je-

sus’ heart was moved with pity for them because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd. 

Then Jesus says to his disciples, ‘The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to 

send out laborers for his harvest.’” We hear the names of the twelve Apostles and Jesus sends them out to proclaim: 

“The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out demons. Without cost you 

have received, without cost you are to give.”   

While that sounds like a pretty tall order, having been ordained a priest for almost 17 years now (my anniver-

sary is June 27), I can honestly say that it is sometimes exhausting, oftentimes exhilarating, and always deeply hum-

bling. Last weekend, Bishop Brennan ordained just one young man, Father Paul Zwolak to be a priest for the Diocese 

of Brooklyn. At age 27, Father Zwolak is now the youngest priest in the diocese. He is also the newest member of the 

pastoral staff at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Flatlands, one of the parishes in our Deanery.  

Father Zwolak is the son of Jacek and Krystyna Zwolak, who immigrated from Gdansk, Poland, to Middle 

Village, Queens in the 1990s. Bishop Brennan congratulated them for their son’s success and thanked them for partici-

pating in his formation. Father Zwolak’s mother, Krystyna, said she and her husband were surprised when their son 

expressed an interest in the priesthood while in middle school. But they had also been praying for more men to become 

Catholic clergy. “Why not our son?” she added. “We said, ‘Yes, if this is the choice you’re making, and God is calling 

you, you cannot say no.’”  

 As you might imagine, ordaining just one new priest this year pales in comparison to the number of priests 

who retired from active ministry or passed away last year. We all have to take seriously the responsibility to pray for 

and encourage vocations to the priesthood, the permanent diaconate, and to the Consecrated Life. Coming from Po-

land, I guess it’s not surprising that Father Zwolak’s parents reflect the same attitude as our Polish Pope of happy 

memory, Pope St. John Paul II, who once wrote, “Obedient to Christ’s command, the Church first of all makes a hum-

ble profession of faith. In praying for vocations, conscious of her urgent need of them for her very life and mission, she 

acknowledges that they are a gift from God and as such, must be asked for by a ceaseless and trusting prayer of peti-

tion… Prayer is the pivot of all pastoral work for vocations.”  And so, I ask you to take seriously the Lord’s command 

to “ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.” Pray unceasingly for an increase to vocations to 

the priesthood, the permanent diaconate, and Consecrated Life for our Diocese of Brooklyn. – Fr. Bob  
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