St. Mark Church
2609 East 19th Street
Brooklyn, New York 11235

Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Weekdays: 8:30 a.m.
Holy Days: 7:30 p.m. Vigil Mass
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.

Phone: 718-891-3100
Fax: 718-891-9677

St. Margaret Mary Church
4256 Ocean Avenue
Manhattan Beach, New York

Mass Schedule:

Sunday:

10:30 a.m.

Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.

Email:

stmarkbrooklyn@gmail.com

Website:

www.stmarkbrooklyn.org

To receive bulletin by email:
www.parishesonline.com

THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK—-SAINT MARGARET MARY

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michael Anyanwu

Devotions:

Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday - Friday
Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the
9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Margaret Mary

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Baptism:

Call the rectory to make an appointment with a priest two
months prior to the Baptism.

Classes for parents and godparents are required through
Baptism Matters program.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to:
www.bgonlineformation.org/precana for complete
information about marriage preparation in

the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick: First Saturday of the month at the
8:30 a.m. Mass.

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.

Parish Office:
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

St. Mark Religious Education:
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis
Youth Ministry Coordinator:
Mr. Michael Davis

Sports Program Director:
Mr. Wayne Walker

St. Vincent De Paul Group:
President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President

Ministers of Hospitality:
President

Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President

Extraordinary Ministers:
Lectors:

Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator

Rosary Society:
Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President

Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President

Friendship Club:
Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, President
Ms. Toni Infante Vice President

With God all things are possible

718-891-3100
718-332-9304
718-769-6311
or
347-574-1828

646-469-8693

718-891-0443

718-891-3100

718-891-3100

718-986-5080

917-517-4260
646-734-8494

718-332-5105
718-33-29166
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The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

A dighicult lije lesson: when we e

ASH WEBNESDAY

St. Mark Church allowsed to make choices, we also bean el
reaponalbilily b THAT YOU
This is ne Less el SEHEEEEREREE ARE DUST
Saturday, February 14 /., Uhan any othen aapECIEEREEEE >
5.00 p.m. Mariange Davis .- Sirach 15:15-20 o m
(Happy Birthday) - Psalm 119:1b )

1 Corinthians 2:6-10
Matthew 5:17-37
Sunday, February 15 [20-20a,27-28, 33-34a, 37

9:00 a.m. Joseph Raniolo

12:00 p.m. Carmela Raniolo Baby Vito Michael Rita, Louisa Volpicelli,
[&a Antonia DiMaggio, Agnes Ford,
P S¢ Giancarlo Malchiodi,
Monday, February 16 f | Kathy Grimaldi, Joseph & Mary Ingrassia,
. i George Williams, Elke Dalton,
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish. ]mu{ _‘fOf Vietons Martire, Lin Sheytmn,
- Mike Cesario, Patricia Kunic
I:]w Sl :k, If you would like someone added to our Prayer list
Tuesday, February 17 Call the rectory @ 718-891-3100
8:30 a.m. Rose Romano (Anniversary Remembrance) ._
I
Wednesday, February 18 . 5 I
8:00 a.m. Rajai Lutfi g I
10:00 a.m. Jolanta, John, Ana & Alex Ash I

Wednesday

3:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Word
7:30 p.m. Joseph, Stephany, Ela & Kazia

: marks the beginning of Lent. Ashes will
| be distributed at the Masses on that

Thursday, February 19 | day as follows:

8:30 a.m. James Hogan

Friday, February 20
8:30 a.m. Harold Caparelli

|

I

|

|

I

:

Saturday, February 21 [
8:30 a.m. Rose Danza : 9:30 a.m

I

|

I

|

|

I

|

5:00 p.m. Rose Danza

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are
obligatory days of fasting and abstinence
for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during
Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.

Catholics in good health ages 18 to 59 are required
St. Margaret M a I"y C h u I'Ch I to fast and to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday
| and Good Friday. Fasting consists of eating only one
| meal, with the possibility of two smaller snacks that
| do not add up to a single full meal. Catholics age14
| and older are to abstain from meat on all Fridays in
Lent.
I
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~ PRESIDENTS DAY =~

Sunday, February 15
10:30 a.m. James Swenson
(Birthday Blessings)
Wednesday, February 18
9:30 a.m. For deliverance
from curses
Sunday, February 22

10:30 a.m. Joseph J. Keenan

dhe rect oﬁ"lce will be closed
: o to honor
esident’s ay.
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Pastor’s Column February 14 — 15, 2026

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets.

I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.”

Our Old Testament reading this weekend is from the Book of Sirach which forms part of what is known as the
wisdom literature of the Bible. The central idea of this book is given in a passage a few lines before our reading begins
which says: “He who holds to the law will obtain wisdom.” The prologue of the Book of Sirach explains that it was
written for those who wish “to gain learning, being prepared in character to live according to the law.” The Israelites
were known in the ancient world as the people of the law. Jewish law is contained in the Torah, or Pentateuch, which
comprise the first five books of the Bible. And the heart of the law for the Israelites and their prized possession was the
Decalogue or Ten Commandments, which were personally given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai and were then
enshrined in the Ark of the Covenant. As the first book of the Bible, the Book of Genesis tells us, God made man a
rational creature in His own image and likeness, giving us the gifts of intellect to understand the law and free will to
choose to obey the law.

As our first reading this weekend states, “If you choose you can keep the commandments, they will save you ...
Before man are life and death, good and evil, whichever he chooses will be given him.” Obeying God’s law involves an
act of the will. Contrary to popular belief, the law of God does not coerce human freedom, because it does not constrain
our ability to choose, but it does show us how to make best use of our free will. The commandments of the Lord protect
true freedom, which is freedom to choose the good and avoid evil. It is sin that enslaves us and leads us to make bad
decisions and to choose evil. In his encyclical Veritatis Splendor or The Splendor of Truth, Pope St. John Paul II wrote,
“Human freedom and God’s law meet and are called to intersect, in the sense of man’s free obedience to God and of
God’s completely gratuitous benevolence towards man.” Although on occasions temptation can make it difficult to make
the right choices, man is always in a position to opt for good or evil. Quoting again from St. John Paul II in Veritatis
Splendor, “Temptations can be overcome, sins can be avoided, because together with the commandments the Lord gives
us the possibility of keeping them... Keeping God’s law in particular situations can be difficult, extremely difficult, but it
is never impossible... For God does not command the impossible, but in commanding he admonishes you to do what you
can and to pray for what you cannot, and he gives his aid to enable you.”

In our Gospel reading, Jesus goes a step further and brings this discussion of God’s law to the next level. He
tells his disciples that he has not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it. Jesus is God’s Word made flesh. Jesus is our
Way and our Truth and our Life. Jesus is the embodiment of the law. He calls us to a higher standard, telling his
followers, “I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven.” And by speaking in the first person (You have heard that it was said ... but I say to you ...), Jesus
shows that his authority is above that of Moses and the prophets. Jesus speaks with divine authority. Do you remember
those Hebrew National commercials which after a flash of lightening and clap of thunder from above claimed that their
hot dogs are so good because they must answer to a higher authority? Well, we too must answer to Jesus, who is the
highest authority.

This coming Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the holy and penitential season of Lent.
The Church gives us three tools in particular to work on, prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Lent is a time to
practice self-disciple to strengthen our will and help us choose the good. We live in a modern ego centric
world which says we must first understand in order to obey. Let’s pray for the grace to trust in God so that we

might first obey, so that we might better understand. — Father Bob
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Sunday Collection February 1, 2026

St. Mark Church
Collection: $2,541.
Attendance: 272
Envelopes Returned: 45

Weekl
Offering
. o
St. Margaret Mary Church OFS. P . T

Collection: $417.
Attendance: 25
Envelopes Returned: 8
Give Central

Online giving: $781.

# of gifts: 33

Annual Catholic Appeal 2024
Goal: $38,976

Received: $84,170

Donors: 161
Returned to Parish: $45,441

Annual Catholic A
Goal: $35,078

Pledged: $95,847.
Received: $93,390.

eal 2025

- your weaness make

~ you Impafientialety
words of thanks break
from your lips. 5

— St. Peter Damian

Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed
on our parish website:
http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org
and on our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn
8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday, and 9:00 a.m. Sunday.
Holy Hour- noon -1:00 p.m. Monday — Friday
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Introducing the new

FORMED

The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Diving inta the beauty of the Faith has
never bosn sasier: at home, on the go, or
from any internet connected device.

Discover thousands of books, audio talks,
mavies, documentaries, and studies.. there is

somaething for avary mambar of the family to
help themn grow claser ta Christ and His Church.

Owver 4,000 titles - now ilable on ali & any devi

Roku e&tv '@ os

Dazans of new fantures - Al ta halp you anjoy the best In Cathalic contant

Already have a
FORMED Account?

Registering on FORMED is casier
than ever!

1 Goto FORMEDomisignup
2. Entar your parish zip code or name t6 select your
pansh

Visit FORMED.arg
Click Sign In
Enter your email

Click tha limk in your amsil 3, Erdatyoue pamanid amall

o o

Youre inl Mo more passwards|

Visit FORMED.org or search for "Farmad" an your faverite app store

DRAWING
CLOSER. TO
80D

Drawing Closer to God

Ash Wednesday |
Drawing Closer to :
God: Lent | Episode 1

Season 2

Using the cross marked on our foreheads on Ash
Wednesday, Ms. Kim teaches kids about the Fall,
our need for a savior, and God's plan to save us and
give us life by sending his Son to die for our sins. In
light of these truths, Ms. Kim discusses the
phrases we hear on Ash Wednesday: “You are

dust, and to dust you shall return” and “Repent
and believe in the gospel,” relating them to the
overarching Lenten theme of turning back to God.

“What eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and what has not | ,
entered the human heart, what God has prepared for those \ /
who love him, this God has revealed to us through the Spirit.”

Are you considering following the will of Gog in the conse-
crated life or priesthood? Contact the Vocation Office at z

(718) 827-2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org VOGHHOHS
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
who were recognized for their
DETERMINATION
during the month of January.

zeat job!
Freatj

We look forward to acknowledging our
February students of the month for their

love. -

Office of Faith Formation
347-574-1828
718-769-6311

faithformation122@aol.com
Mon, Wed, Fri -11:00 am-2:00 pm

E

Religious Education News

-

OUR
LEADERS

SL Mark R.C. Parish

No Classes on
Sunday
February 15 - in
observance of
President Day

*SAVE THE DATE : for our
2nd Family Mass on
Sunday February 22nd at
the 12:00 PM Mass.

Volunteers are
needed for Choir
members, ushers,
and readers.

Communion:
Our Third Communion Prep.
Meeting will be held in the
cafeteria at 10:15 am
on February 22nd followed by
mandatory Mass attendance @

“There’s a certain Weadnesday during the year
when you can easily tell who's Catholic.™

O b
HeRAMUFLL FUntES
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Pl FACT?
— wrin ass sh Waednesday, the priest
C.\-' e will plac = ashes on our farahead. This is o
= f ¢ symbol te remind us of cur morraline. Fr
a\, - dust we have come, and o dust we will return
TEST T
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JOIN US FOR A VERY SPECIAL

LENTEN PRESENTATION

Featuring

3 -.--athollc Recordlng Artist

S § = 29th ANNUAL
AL BARBARINO “CARD PARTY

Al will b tall 1
R . FULL CHANCE AUCTION

‘and sharing the Lenten Reflection

LENT: ' Doors Open 10 a.m.

\ \ REPENT & ETERNAL LIFE Auction 12:00 Noon
\} . Entry Fee . . . $45.00 per person

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, MARCH 14 & 15, 2026 .
ST. MARK CATHOLIC CHURCH o xxx e (718) 332-9304
2609 E ST I9TH STREET . [ttt adem or
BrROOKLYN, NY 11235 (| "286" (347) 547-1828

V Eﬁ R s
Al Barbarino Recordings will be available "’* >
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“ROARING LION”

@ St. Mark - St. Margaret Mary =
ROARING LION RAFFLE
= oy " el i e
50/150 RAFFLE

Drawing at the
SAINT MARK PARISH FPICNIC

Saturdayi April 25 2026

DOMNATION (... $S100.00 cac
A5 5 o receive 55,000 arnd up r.

Maximum 200 tickets to be sold

Please do not hesitate to buy your tickets,
especially if you would like to choose your ticket numbers.

Tickets may be purchased individually or a group.
*Tickets can be purchased
at
the rectory office
2609 East 19th Street

Winning ticket (s) will be drawn at our Family Picnic
Saturday, April 25th.
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SPECIAL TOUCH

HOME CARE SERVICES

CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

125 @

Opioid dependency happens.

So does recovery

No r

Scan to see a short video with someone
Caring for seniors at home g

with compassion and dignity.
Trusted in-home care for families in our community.

Dr. Raymond Bartoli
CHIROPRACTOR
1118 Ave. Y, Brooklyn NY

718-332-7873

Support Our

Advertisers!

929-346-4737

RESTAURANT
Italian Cuisine

2911 West 15th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-266-4891

Catering for
All Occasions

www.gargiulos.com

Low Cost Personal Touch Service by Family Owned and Operated

English Bros. Funeral Home

Burial « Crematione Memorial Service « Pre-need Planning

Frank Restivo, Owner & Funeral Director

2203 Avenue Z at East 22nd Street 718-743-8459

Your Only Neighborhood Funeral Home in Sheepshead Bay

World Wide Shipping « Military Honors and Gift for all Veterans « Valet Parking « Street Level Facility with Large Chapels

F-

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

Advertise in Our

Church Bulletin!

catholicmatch’
MDMedAleI"t! e S—

95 ‘e
v Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire $1 glmo.
v Family/Friends « GPS & Fall Alert

ICALL NOW! 800-809.3570 3k md-me:

2

A

NS
h.
dall

New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY

.. —
ert.com

Contact Steve Brookshire
sbrookshire@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2493

John J. Healey

Funeral Home

HERE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
HERE WHEN YOU NEED US SINCE 1940

Michael G. Rizzotto, Funeral Director
718-743-1388 | 2005 West 6th Street, Brooklyn

www.johnjhealeyfuneralhome.com

Dignity

Pre-Arrangement Specialists + Private Parking
Serving St. Mark Parish

,NY <~Eﬁ.§_.*ij;‘N

Owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International, 1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston TX 77019 713-522-5141

M

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St, Mark, Brooklyn, NY

03-4066




