St. Mark Church
2609 East 19th Street
Brooklyn, New York 11235

Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Weekdays: 8:30 a.m.
Holy Days: 7:30 p.m. Vigil Mass

St. Margaret Mary Church
4256 Ocean Avenue
Manhattan Beach, New York

Mass Schedule:
Sunday: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.

Email:
stmarkbrooklyn@gmail.com
Website:

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.

Phone: 718-891-3100
Fax: 718-891-9677

“Two Churches - One Community of Faith”

www.stmarkbrooklyn.org

To receive bulletin by email:
www.parishesonline.com

THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK—SAINT MARGARET MARY

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michel Pierre-Louis

Devotions:

Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday

Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the

8:30 a.m. Mass.

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Baptism:
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for

parents and godparents are required through Baptism
Matters program. Call the rectory to make an
appointment with a priest two months prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to:
www.bgonlineformation.org/precana for complete
information about marriage preparation in

the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations
suspended, until further notice.)
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.
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With God all things are possible

Parish Office:
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto

718-891-3100

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

718-332-9304

St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis
Youth Ministry Coordinator:

Mr. Michael Davis

or
347-574-1828

Sports Program Director: 347-401-4288

Mr. Wayne Walker

St. Vincent De Paul Group: 718-891-0443
Mr. Tom Scalese, President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President
Ministers of Hospitality: 718-891-3100
Mr. Tom Scalese, President

Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President
Extraordinary Ministers:
Lectors:

Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator

718-891-3100
718-986-5080
Rosary Society:

Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President
Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President

917-517-4260
646-734-8494

Friendship Club:
Ms. Anita Troise, President
Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President

718-648-6488
718-332-5105




St. Mark Church

Saturday, March 29
5:00 p.m. Mary Cestaro
(1st anniversary in Heaven)

Sunday, March 30
9:00 a.m. Antoinette Aversano
(Birthday in Heaven)
12:00 p.m. Samir & Mark Bolus

Monday, March 31
8:30 a.m. Terry Amore

Tuesday, April 1
8:30 a.m. Vincent Mennella (Health)

Wednesday, April 2
8:30 a.m. Nellie & Jim Mennella

Thursday, April 3
8:30 a.m. Vincent Mennella Prayer Intentions

Friday, April 4
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Saturday, April 5
8:30 a.m. Dominic Delponte (3rd Anniversary)
9:00 p.m. Rosemarie Barbuto

o

Sunday, March 30
10:30 a.m. Elvidio & Giuseppina
Bufalini

Wednesday, April 2
9:30 a.m. Luigi & Maria Cioffi

Sunday, April 6
10:30 a.m. Gerard Gagliardi

March 30, 2025
The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Prodigal (Ad|.) Making expenditures
freely, recklessly; extravagantly |
wasteful. To have or top give I
something on a lavish scale,

_Joshua 5:9a, 10-12
Psalm 24:9a
2 Corinthians 517-21
Luke 151-3, 11-32

Holy Week Mass Schedule

*PALM SUNDAY. April 13, 2025
St. Mark: Sat. Vigil Mass 5:00 pm
Sun. 9:00 am, 12:00 pm

St. Margaret Mary: Sun.10:30 am

*Reconciliation Monday: April 14th
*Confessions:
St. Mark: 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

*SPY WEDNESDAY-, APRIL 16th
St. Mark: Tenebrae -7:00 pm.

*HOLY THURSDAY., APRIL 17th

*Mass of the Lord’s Supper -7:30 pm.

*GOOD FRIDAY., APRIL 18th
St. Mark: Morning Prayer -9:00 am

*Good Friday Walk @ 10:00 a.m.
followed by soup & bread lunch.

*Liturgy of the Passion: 3:00 pm
*Stations of the Cross:7:30 pm

*HOLY SATURDAY. APRIL 19th
St. Mark: *Morning Prayer - 9:00 am
*Easter Vigil - 8:00 pm

¥ **EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 20th**

St. Mark: 9:00 am, 12:00 pm
St. Margaret Mary: 10:30 am
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Pastor’s Column March 29 — 30, 2025
“While he was still a long way off,

his father caught sight of him and was filled with compassion.”

Our Gospel for this Fourth Sunday of Lent is the parable of the Prodigal Son. It has been called the
greatest short story in the history of the world, and not without reason. It has a little bit of everything: rebellion,
greed, loose living, pride, jealousy, conversion, redemption, joy, and especially love, mercy and forgiveness.

I know from experience that most people tend to identify with the either the younger son or the older son
in the parable at different points in the lives. After all, we have all “been there, done that.” There are times that we
all have been selfish, that we have hurt someone we love very deeply by disrespecting them like the younger son
does to his father when he demands his share of the inheritance while his father is still alive and then foolishly and
recklessly squanders it on an immoral lifestyle. The younger son is in a certain sense that person in every age who
falls prey to the temptations and lies of our fallen world. His self-centeredness and ingratitude are shocking. And
after he blows all his money and a famine strikes, he finds himself in dire need, which represents the unhappy
effects of sin. The young man’s hunger evokes the spiritual anxiety and emptiness a person feels when he or she is
far from God. But his memory of home and his conviction and trust in his father’s goodness cause the prodigal son
to reflect on his life and to decide to set out on the right road, the one that leads back to his Father.

But “while he was still a long way off his father caught sight of him and was filled with compassion.” The
father in the parable, who obviously represents God, was watching and waiting for his son’s return just as God
always hopes for the return of the sinner. He runs to meet his son and with immense compassion does not greet
him with reproach and scorn but rather embraces him and covers him with kisses. The father does not even let his
son finish his apology and request to be treated like one of the hired workers. Instead the father tells his servants
to bring his son a robe, a ring and sandals, restoring his sonship, and he orders them to slaughter the fattened calf
so that they may celebrate his son’s return with a feast.

But the story does not end there. The elder son returns from being out in the field and hears the sound of
music and dancing. Rather than participate in the celebration, the elder son is filled with anger: “Look, all these
years I served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on
with my friends...but for him you slaughter the fattened calf.” How often do we identify with the elder brother
and fall into the same trap set by those deadly sins of pride and envy that lead to self-righteousness and jealousy?
The elder son cannot bring himself to share in the celebration. But his attitude reveals that there is something
amiss in his relationship with his father. He describes himself more like a grim, dutiful servant rather than a
loving son with his talk of never disobeying his father’s orders. His jealousy prevents him from understanding how
his father can love so unconditionally and celebrate the return of his brother.

Human life is in some way a constant returning to our Father’s house. We return through contrition,
through the conversion of heart, and most of all by means of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. God is waiting for
us, like the father in the parable, with open arms, even though we don’t deserve it. It doesn’t matter how great our
sin is or how long we have been away. And just like the prodigal son, all we must do is open our heart, to be
homesick for our Father’s house, to wonder and rejoice in the gift of being able to call God Father and call our-
selves his children. The parable of the Prodigal Son should really be called the parable of the Loving and Merciful
Father, for it tells us more about a father’s love than a son’s sin. And rather than identify with either the younger

or elder son, we are called to emulate the forgiveness and mercy of the father who is the central figure and

hero in this story. Happy Laetare Sunday! — Fr. Bob .




Sunday Collection March 23, 2025

St. Mark Church

Collection: $2,367 Wee Ulj
Attendance: 358 Oh‘{ rif f_]
Envelopes Returned: 62 L

St. Margaret Mary Church
Collection: $328

Attendance: 30

Envelopes Returned: 7

Give Central

Online giving: $811

# of gifts: 34

Annual Catholic Appeal 2024
Goal: $38,976

Received: $84,417

Donors: 161

Returned to Parish: $45,441

Annual Catholic Appeal 2025

Goal: $35,078
Pledged: $12,380
Received: $7,225
Donors: 26

Ay o Baby Vito Michael Rita
P { & Louisa Volpicelli, Francesca DiMaggio
AL Antonia DiMaggio, Agnes Ford,
Giancarlo Malchiodi

Kathy Grimaldi, Joseph & Mary Ingrassia
IPr Michael Cessario, George Williams,

Elena McMahon, Elke Dalton,
Victoria Martire, Joseph Volpicelli
If you would like someone added to our Prayer list

Call the rectory @ 718-891-3100

Please join us every Wednesday
Friday during Lent as we pray the
stations of the cross.

St. Margaret Mary
Wednesday’s after our

9:30 am Mass

Stations 5
7#CROSS Friday’s after our

Cost: $40.00 pgi' gyw‘a
$20.00 per Injld

(6-14 years oldfq.
Children under 6years - &

PLACE: A TASTE OF HONEY AT NAN“SEN PARK
3455 VICTORY BOULEVARD
@ STATENISLAND, N.Y. 10374

.

8:30 am Mass
God is making His appeal through us. ‘
Does a life dedicated to furthering the grace of \ /
reconciliation in Christ for others appeal to you? T
Contact the vocations office @ 718-827-2454 or

email: vocations@diobrook.org mtl()ﬂﬁ

St. Mark Rosary Society Meetin

Please joiny usy Sunday, April 6th for
the 9:00 o Mouss followed by the

Rosary.
*Our meeting is in the school cafeteria.

New members always welcome:

St Mark Rosary Society
Communion Breakfast

*Date: Sum[ay, June 1, 2025
Mass at 9:00 am

*Place: Following the 9:00 am Mass
in St. Mark Catholic Academy

school gym.
‘ *Cost:%yso‘oo @
There will be Raffles, 50/50,

Lottery Board,
Good Food

Come share a good time with friends!
For reservations contact:

Kathy Fackovec 917-517-4260




\ox Annual Catholic
Appeal 2025

DIOCESE OF BROOKLYN

The 2025 Anvuual CatholicAppeal.

We encourage everyone to-watchthe 2025
ACA video- online at:
www.CFBQ.org/ACAVideo

The Annual Catholic Appeal sustoing the
Churchvs ministries and programs that go-
parish, uniting us in the work of Chwist. By
arswering Jesus' call to-feed the hungry,
visit the imprisoned; and welcome the
stranger, we carv collectively respond by
contributing to-the Annual Catholic Appeal
today. Join ug inthe Jubilee of Hope;
Renewal of Faith, and Chowity.

Yow cav make your donation online at
www.annuadcatholicappeal.org.

Your generous support of the Annual Catholic
Appeal helps provide vital services to-those inv
need throughout Brooklynw and Queens—
services that no-single parish could
accomplishv ow ity oww.

Let us pravy for the success of the 2025
Annual Catholic Appeal, that it may
allow us to- reach out inv love to-those inv
need and unite our hearty irnv hope; faithv
and charity.

Please joiny St. Mark ~St. Margawet Mary
77%
supporting
the 2025 Annual Catholic Appeal.

God Bless \
Sincerely,
Fr. Bolb-

Introducing the new

FORMED

Thae Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Diving into the besuty of the Faith has
naver bean essier. st hame, on the go, or
fram any Internet connected device.

Discovar thousands of books, audio talks,
maovies, documentaries, and studies.. there is
somathing for svery member of the family to
help them grow closer to Christ and His Church.

Over 4,000 titles - now available on almost any device!
Roku eétv % os

Already have a Registering on FORMED is easier
FORMED Account? than everl
1 Visit FORMED org 1 Goto FORMED.omg/aignup

2 Cliek Sign | L Entet your parish 3ip code or name to select your
2 Click Sign in
pansh

el your email
3 Enter your nama and emall

3
4 ligk the
L

Lent with Brother :
Francis

Learn and pray with Brother Francis in any of the
four seasons offered below!

Season 1: Daily Meditations (New This Year!)
Season 2: 4-part Series

Season 3: Let's Learn about Lent

Season 4: The Stations of the Cross
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Young hearts on & for Jesus! #* Our Junior

High Eucharistic Rally at St. Thomas Aquinas was a
powerful day of prayer, worship, and encountering

Christ in the Eucharist! From Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament; to a rosary prayed; and a procession
around the neighborhood; these young disciples are
growing in faith and love! #EucharisticRevival
#YoungChurch #JesusIsReal #FaithInAction
#STABrooklyn

-

We're grateful that our middle school
studenty were able to-participate!
Thank youw! +

Office of Faith Formation
347-574-1828
718-769-6311

faithformation122@aol.com
Monday -Thursday-2:30 pm-5:30 pm

./? % ja P g
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First Reconciliation
Practice for First Reconciliation: In Church 4:00-5:30
pm Monday, March 31st & Thursday, April 3rd.
On Saturday, April: 5th at 11:00 am, our children
from the school and religious education program will
receive their First Reconciliation. Please keep them in
your prayers as they continue their journey toward
receiving Jesus for the first time.
Sunday, April 6th —Presentation of First
Communicants to parish community at the 12:00 pm
Mass. Bible will be given to each child.

Confirmation

Confirmation Candidates:

Your sponsor's declaration paperwork should have
been submitted by now to the Faith Formation
Program. The Church will choose a sponsor for you
if the papers are not submitted by May 4th.

1.~ ,f}.r .J,i‘r{fll-
St Mark R.C. Parish

Role of a Sponsor: A sponsor must be 16 years old and
have completed all their sacraments of

initiation: Baptism, Eucharist & Confirmation. Your
sponsor will stand with you and present

you to the Bishop. When you are anointed with the
chrism during Confirmation, your sponsor

will be beside you with their hand on your shoulder.
This is a sign of your spiritual relationship.

St. Mark Catholic Academy

CELEBRATING
=100 Years of Excell ce in Catholic Education-

Doors Open 10am | Auction Starts 12 Noon

( i Saturday, May 17th ]
\ $40 Entry Fee

=

(INCLUDES LUNCH CATERED BY BASSETT CATERERS)

718.332.9304
B8-3pm

347.5741828
24 Hrs a Day




FISH FRY

Date: Friday, April 4, 2025
Place: $t. Mark Catholic Academy
Time: 6:30 pm
Cost: Adults: $20.00
Kids: $10.00 (16 years & under)
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S0/50 RAFFILE
Tickets -S100.00 each

Winner to receive half the proceeds
Tickets may be purchased individually or a group.
Drawing will be held at our annual picnic

Saturday, April 26th, 2025

*Tickets can also pe purcnasea ar our picnic prior to drawing®

Contact the Rectory office @ 718-891-3100

LGNS SRR
SO/IS50 RAFFLE
Saturday, April, 26,2025, .
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MARINE PARK FUNERAL HOME (718) 339-8900

PREP”‘N www.marineparkfh.com ¥ Parking on Premises
= 3024 Quentin Rd. (Corner East 31st St.)

Dr. Raymond Bartoli
CHIROPRACTOR
1118 Ave. Y, Brooklyn NY

718-332-7873

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

“. OUR COMMUNITY
1 NEWSLETTER

Engaging, ad-supported

Call Today! int and digital ¥
i) riaasoo || L onddighal g&% RESTAURANT
your community e Italian Cuisine
CONNECT WITH (NG AT VSIS Visit Ipicommunities.com m:‘;& st 2911 West 15th Street
YOUR FAITH & WATERVIEW Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-266-4891

Catering for
All Occasions

www.gargiulos.com

Low Cost Personal Touch Service by Family Owned and Operated

English Bros. Funeral Home
Your Only Neighborhood Funeral Home in Sheepshead Bay

Burial « Crematione Memorial Service « Pre-need Planning
World Wide Shipping « Military Honors and Gift for all Veterans « Valet Parking « Street Level Facility with Large Chapels

Frank Restivo, Owner & Funeral Director

2203 Avenue Z at East 22nd Street 718-743-8459

= LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Steve Brookshire

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Gat 34.-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

X peheneed | gofaStraets

catholicmatch’
MDMedAlert'”sf":'”S“ 3 =

v Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire

sbrookshire@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2493

New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY

v Family/Friends v/ GPS & Fall Alert 5 '

CALL NOW! 800 809 3570 #k md- medalertcom ? e ™ )

Pre-Arrangement Specialists + Private Parking

John J. Healey
Serving St. Mark Parish

Funeral Home

HERE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
HERE WHEN YOU NEED US SINCE 1940

Michael G. Rizzotto, Funeral Director
718-743-1388 | 2005 West 6th Street, Brooklyn, NY

www.johnjhealeyfuneralhome.com

PhEPLIN:

Dignity-

Owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International, 1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston TX 77019 713-522-5141

M

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St, Mark, Brooklyn, NY 03-4066



