THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michel Pierre-Louis

Devotions:

Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday

Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the

8:30 a.m. Mass.

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Baptism:
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for

parents and godparents are required through Baptism
Matters program. Call the rectory to make an
appointment with a priest two months prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to:
www.bgonlineformation.org/precana for complete
information about marriage preparation in

the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations
suspended, until further notice.)
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.

Parish Office:
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto

718-891-3100

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis or
Youth Ministry Coordinator: 347-574-1828
Mr. Michael Davis

Sports Program Director:
Mr. Wayne Walker

718-332-9304

347-401-4288

St. Vincent De Paul Group: 718-891-0443
Mr. Tom Scalese, President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President

Homebound Ministry: 718-891-3100

Ministers of Hospitality: 718-891-3100
Mr. Tom Scalese, President

Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President
Extraordinary Ministers:

Lectors:

Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator
Rosary Society:

Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President

Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President
Friendship Club:

Ms. Anita Troise, President

Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President

718-891-3100
718-986-5080

917-517-4260
646-734-8494

718-648-6488
718-332-5105
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Intentions -

St. Mark Church

Saturday, March 16
9:00 p.m. Faina

Sunday, March 17
9:00 a.m Teresa Pisani

12:00 p.m. Victor Mucci

Monday, March 18
8:30 a.m. John Gibbons (Happy Birthday)

Tuesday, March 19 e
8:30 a.m. Hilda Cuadrado g

(Birthday Remembrance)

ST. mim

Wednesday, March 20
8:30 a.m. James R. Calimano

Thursday, March 21
8:30 a.m. Joseph Scondotto (Birthday Remembrance)

Friday, March 22
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Saturday, March 23
8:30 a.m. Martin Mulhern
5:00 p.m. Louis Coletti

Sunday, March 17
10:30 a.m. Orlando Testa

Wednesday, March 20
9:30 a.m.

Sunday, March 24
10:30 a.m. Enrico Testa

March 17, 2024
Fifth Sunday of Lent
When Jesus says he will “draw” us to him, tts much more
than indicating a nice comfy hug. Jesus
draws us nto aligning our lives with
his, something he's not able to do if we
resist.

| Jeremiah 31:31-24

Psalm 51:120
Hebrews 5:7-9
| John 12:20=-23 »
Sally Frances Buccheri,Carol Webb,
Cristina Kurland, Joseph Ingrassia, Michael DeFeo
Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,
Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,
John Maese, Maria Calise, Josefa Fabian
Nicola Ruvino, Peter & Cecilia Quinones,
Harold Anderson, Salvatore Comodo
Bob Welter, Glady’s Santiago
Ezilda Passantino, Judy Gerdon, Iris Zammit

@ PLEASE PRAY FOR THE cx
Joanne Newlin, Robert Fernandez,
Rachel Marin, Romilda Zambelli, Lia Shyetman
Joseph Panicali, Khrystina Donato, Louisa Volpicelli

Carol Timoney, Anthony Timoney,
John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,
Rose Chiusano, Eleanor Resnitsky, Vito Michael Rita
Christina Torres, Candy Fortunato, Nicholas Hernandez

Join us every Wednesday < Friday
during Lent as we pray the Stations of
the Cross.

St. Margaret Mary

Wednesday's after our 9:30 am Mass
St. Mar
Friday’s after our 8:30 am Mass

ST. MARGARET MARY
PASCAL CANDLE
(HOLY WEEK)
OFFERED FOR:
THE SOOHON FAMILY

REQUESTED BY: STEVE SOOHON

PASCAL CANDLE

(HOLY WEEK)
OFFERED FOR:
THE LAGHEZZA & DEVITO FAMILIES

REQUESTED BY: THE LAGHEZZ & FAMILY




Pastor’s Column March 16 — 17, 2024

“Whoever loves his life loses it,

and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.”

The big day is fast approaching. This weekend our crosses and statues will be covered. Next weekend we cele-
brate Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week which will culminate in in the Sacred Triduum of The Mass of the
Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, Our Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, and finally
Easter Sunday. But the big day I am talking about is Major League Baseball’s Opening Day which for all teams this
year (except for an early series in Seoul, Korea between the Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego Padres) is March 28™,
which happens to coincide with Holy Thursday. Now I know that discussing baseball is always dangerous, as passions
run deep in our two team city. So, to be safe, [ will focus on a guy who played for and managed both teams and who
was just about universally loved, Lawrence Peter Berra, more commonly and affectionately known as Yogi.

Whether it was his outstanding ability as a ballplayer, his cartoon character looks and funny nickname, or his
humble and friendly disposition, everyone liked Yogi. He was especially known for his ability to fracture the English
language in interesting, colorful and provocative ways, which oftentimes seemed puzzling, but upon further reflection
also made great sense. For example, when asked by a reporter about catching fly balls in Yankee Stadium’s left field,
notoriously difficult due to the angle of the sun and the shadows it cast, Yogi responded, “It gets late early out there.”
Another time, when the team was going through a rough stretch and attendance was falling he said, “If the people don’t
want to come out to the ballpark, nobody can stop them.” My particular favorite is when he was asked about some
trendy restaurant and he replied, “Nobody ever goes there because it’s always so crowded.” Yogi often left you scratch-
ing your head, but the more you thought about it, the more you knew what he meant.

The formal term for this type of statement is paradox, an apparent contradiction that actually expresses a non-
dual truth. In today’s Gospel, Jesus posed a paradoxical statement to his followers. He said, “Whoever loves his life
loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.” Now Jesus does not mean that we
should not enjoy ourselves in this life, or that we should go around with a sad and dour look on our faces and beat our-
selves up over how miserable and wretched we are. After all, the Pharisees criticized Jesus for eating and drinking,
calling him a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners. Jesus himself tells us that he came so that
we might have life and have it more abundantly. Instead, the life that Jesus wants us to hate and to lose is our false life
of selfishness and self-centeredness and sin that enslaves us, the one that keeps us focused on ourselves rather than on
Him and on each other. We have been disfigured by the stain of original sin, a sin of pride which is at the root of every
sin, which turns our focus inward rather than outward and which keeps us from fully becoming that person God created
us to be. We are made in the image and likeness of God who is love. And like love, our life is not something to be self-
ishly hoarded but rather is to be generously given away. We must follow and serve Jesus by loving and serving one
another.

Our Lenten journey is drawing to a close. Next week we celebrate Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week.
But if our preparation for the celebration of Easter has not been everything we would like it to be, it is still not too late.
As Yogi Berra said, “It ain’t over till it’s over.” Now is the time to be reconciled with God and to be reconciled with
one another. Now is the time to hate and abandon our sinful life in this world so that we can preserve our eternal life in

the world to come. — Fr. Bob ; ; ,
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Sunday Collection March 10, 2024

St. Mark Church
Collection: $2,230
Attendance:413
Envelopes Returned: 58

St. Margaret Mary Church
Collection: $337

Attendance: 37

Envelopes Returned: 9

Give Central
Online giving: $1,206

# of gifts: 40

Annual Catholic Appeal 2023
Goal: $38.976
Received: $93,873

Returned to Parish: $51,416

Annual Catholic Appeal 2024
Goal: $38,976

Pledged: $14,255

Received:$9,413

Donors: 27
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- HAPPY -
ST. PATRICK’S-

Fr. Bab, Fr. Michel
ey
the staff

of
St. Mart ~ St. Margaret Mary
Wiskh you a Blessed St. Patvick’s day!

Happy St Joseph’s dayj

St.Mark~St. Margaret Mary

Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed
on our parish website:
http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org

and on our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn
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Diving into the beauty of the Faith has
never been easier: at homs, on the go, or
fram any internet connected device, resence

Discover thousands of books, audio talks,
movies, documentaries, and studies.. there is
something for every member of the family to
help them grow closer to Christ and His Church,

Ovaer 4,000 titles - now available on al t any device!
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Registering on FORMED is easier
than ever!

Already have a
FORMED Account?

L Goto FORMED orafsignugp

1. Wisit FORMED.org
2 out parish 2ip code or name to salect your

2 Click Sign in
3 Enter your amail
4. Click the link in your emal

5 Yoau'rainl No more passwords)

Visit FORMED.org or search for "Formed” on your favorite app store
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SAINT JOSEPH i }um

The obedience

March 19 — Solemnity of St. Joseph

Saint Joseph |
Lukas Storyteller

Season 1, Episode 10

When things get off to a rough start as Anna,
Agnes, Peter and Paul train for a baseball match,
Noah shares the story of St. Joseph, hel...

VOCATIONS CORNER

\
“The Father will honor whoever serves me.” \ V \/
Are you called to belong to Christ alone as a

priest, deacon or through the consecrated life? ™!
Contact the vocations office @ 718-827-2454 or 2 4

email: Vocations@diobrook.org VOCHtIOﬂS
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FUN IN FIFTH GRADE...

1st and 5th graders had a fund time together an Leap
Day, Felruary 29th.

Fhe bast Leap Day was in 2020, when the cuwent Sth
gradews were in 15t grade, and the next Leap Day in
2028, the cuvrent 1st gradens will be in Sth grade!
Finst gradens with the felp of thein fifth grade buddies,
drew pictures of what they think they tl lock lifte next

FHappy St. Patrick’s Day
4

Happy St. Jesepl's Day
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Office of Faith Formation
347-574-1828
718-769-6311

faithformation122@aol.com
Monday -Thursday-2:30 pm-5:30 pm

Communion Candidate:

Practice for First Reconciliation: In Church
4:00- 5:30 pm

Monday, April 8 & Thursday, April 11

First Reconciliation

ATEE X Eetion

Saturday, April 13 — 10:45 am in Church

Sunday April 14-Presentation of First

Communicants to parish community at the

12:00 pm Mass. Bible will be given to each child. We will
gather in the cafeteria.

to create the banners after the mass.

Reminder: Confirmation Candidates:
Saturday April 13 th Confirmation Retreat: 8:00
am - 3:00 pm

St Columba Catholic Church

2245 Kimball Street, Brooklyn NY 11234

Rite of Christian Initiation:

We have one candidate and eight elect who are
being called to continued conversion.

Our candidate, Maria Garcia is completing her
Christian initiation through the

sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. Our
elect :Elizabeth, Evelina, Evelyn,

Larissa, Marc, Michael, Promise, William,
will be receiving all his sacraments becoming
fully initiated into the Catholic church.

The Third Scrutiny Fifth Sunday of Lent on March
17 th

Lent is a me of renewal. Do a good deed. Lent is a
me for converging our hearts and

minds as followers of Jesus Christ. We recall
those waters where we were baptized into
Christ’s death, died to sin and evil and began life
in Christ.
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| PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 24,
: St. Mark: Sat. Vigil Mass - 5:00 p.m.
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Sun. 9:00 a.m.& 12:00 p.m.
St. Margaret Mary: Sun.- 10:30 a.m.

RECONCILIATION MONDAY. MARCH 25
Confession at St. Mark: - 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
-6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SPY WEDNESDAY-WEDNESDAY, March 27

St. Mark: Tenebrae -7:00 p.m.

St. Mark: Morning Prayer -9:00 a.m.
St. Mark: Mass of the Lord’s Supper -7:30 p.m.

| GOOD FRIDAY, March 29

| St. Mark: Morning Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
| Good Friday Walk - 10:00 a.m.

| *followed by soup & bread lunch.

| Liturgy of the Passion - 3:00 p.m.

: Stations of the Cross - 7:30 p.m.

: HOLY SATURDAY, March 30

St. Mark: Morning Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
Easter Vigil - 8:00 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY, March 31st:
St. Mark: 9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
St. Margaret Mary- 10:30 a.m.
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HOLY THURSDAY, March 28 I
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ot _ Good Friday, March 29th has
o : (The Passion of the Lord) D
Following our walk at 10:00 a.m.
Place: St.. Mark school cafeteria
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PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH
TO yOU GOD ENTRUSTED HIS ONLY SOMN;
IN YOU MARY PLACED HER TRLUIST;
WITH YOU CHRIST BECAME MAIN.

OBTAIN FOR US GRACE, MERCY

AND COURAGE. AMERMN.

ENTHOLIE
FOUNDATION

tor Brooklyn and Quoens

Annual Catholic
Appeal 2024 '

DIOCESE OF BEROOKLYN

We inwite everyone to-view the 2024 ACA Video-
online at:
www.CFBQ.org/ACAVideo
The contributions yow make to-the Annual
Catholic Appeal play av vital role inv
supporting individuals in Brooklynw and
Queens; surpassing what any single parish can
achieve alone: Let us fervently provy for the
success of the 2024 Annual Catholic Appeal; exv-
visioning av trivumph that not only enables us to-
extend love to-those inv need but also- unites owr
hearty inv Communion,; Pawticipation
and Mission.

This year, we are Called to Communion, Participation,
and Mission — a powerful theme that encapsulates the
essence of our shared commitment to make a meaning-
ful impact. Individually, none of us can fully address the
needs of our diocese. However, when we come together,
we have the power to accomplish remarkable things!
The Annual Catholic Appeal offers us the chance to
continue spreading Christ's love throughout Brooklyn
and Queens, providing hope in the process.

This year, we urge you to become a beacon of light and
hope for those facing challenges

Assume a leadership position by actively participating
in the 2024 Annual Catholic Appeal, setting a model of
Christian stewardship for others to follow. Acknowledge
the abundance in our lives and demonstrate gratitude
through dedicated support for the mission and initiatives
of the diocese, as they work tirelessly to bring the Gos-
pel to those in greatest need.

If you choose to become a sustaining donor, opting for
the "Recurring" option when pledging online, you will
further advance the Church's mission. Your monthly
commitment will automatically renew each year, offer-
ing convenience and efficiency, ensuring that more of
your gift goes towards supporting the crucial ministries
outlined on this webpage.

We appreciate your partnership in the Lord's work and
invite you to join forces with your neighbors again in
this year's Annual Catholic Appeal.

Together, we can make a significant impact.
Thank You, God Bless! Fr. Bob
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Friday, March 22nd 5
7:00 pm
St. Mark School

'\_
cafeteria .

Adults:$20.00

Kids:$10.00 (16 & under)

* Includes: fries & beverage.

Contact: Michael Davis @347-574-1828
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angal h of St- Mark- St- M
st The FRrIgh O Family Pionle

" o0 Saturday, April 27,2024
Sonour it it for deals @@

“RO. \RI\J(J Ll()\l”
S0/50 RAFFIL.E
Tickets -S100.00 each

Winner to receive half the proceeds

Tickets may be purchased individually or a group.

Drawing will be held at our annual picnic
Saturday, April 27th

*Tickets can also be purchased at our picnic prior to drawing*

Contact the rectory office.(718-891-3100)
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\ENDS 4 Mark ~ St. Margaret
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Soriiidlio gt MO ooty Clab Y ¢
Join us for an enjoyable trip to:
“The Staaten”
Located in Staten Island.
Date: June 18,2024
Cost: $85.00 ~ Includes- (Bus, Lunch, Show)
Cost: $68.00 ~ (Lunch & Show)
(With your own Transportation)
****Bus departs from: St. Mark Rectory @ 10:15 am
**%%All monies must be in by: May 16, 2024 (cash only)

RSVP~Delia Volpicelli @ 718-332-5105

~ Anita Troise @ 718-648-6488

sSAVE THE DATE

St. Mark Catho]lc Acaderrlv

JCTION

n Prizes
April 20th
n | $35 Entry Fee
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FLEKSE PRINT NEATLY
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