THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michel Pierre-Louis

Devotions:

Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday

Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the

8:30 a.m. Mass.

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Baptism:
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for

parents and godparents are required through Baptism
Matters program. Call the rectory to make an
appointment with a priest two months prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to:
www.bgonlineformation.org/precana for complete
information about marriage preparation in

the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations
suspended, until further notice.)
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.

Parish Office:
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto

718-891-3100

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis or
Youth Ministry Coordinator: 347-574-1828
Mr. Michael Davis

Sports Program Director:
Mr. Wayne Walker

718-332-9304

347-401-4288

St. Vincent De Paul Group: 718-891-0443
Mr. Tom Scalese, President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President

Homebound Ministry: 718-891-3100

Ministers of Hospitality: 718-891-3100
Mr. Tom Scalese, President

Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President
Extraordinary Ministers:

Lectors:

Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator
Rosary Society:

Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President

Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President
Friendship Club:

Ms. Anita Troise, President

Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President

718-891-3100
718-986-5080

917-517-4260
646-734-8494

718-648-6488
718-332-5105
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St. Mark Church

Saturday, February 17
5:00 p.m. Jennifer Mascarenhas

Sunday, February 18
9:00 a.m. Agnes Ford
12:00 p.m. Mildred Mucci

Monday, February 19
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Tuesday February 20
8:30 a.m. James Swenson (Birthday Blessings)

Wednesday, February 21
8:30 a.m. Maria Florexil

Thursday, February 22
8:30 a.m. Grace & Theodore Mucci

Friday, February 23
8:30 a.m. Students of St. Mark Catholic Academy

Saturday, February 24
8:30 a.m. Joseph Keenan

5:00 p.m. Christine Mary Dario
( Happy Birthday in Heaven)

St. Margaret Mary Church

Sunday, February 18
10:30 a.m. John J. Vaskis

Wednesday, February 21
9:30 a.m.

Sunday, February 25
10:30 a.m. Catherine & Armando
Bufalini
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February 18, 2024
First Sunday of Lent

it takes a Lot of cournge to go tnto any SO
kind of desert. There are many s
unknown things there.-perhaps that's
why God sends angels there as well.

Genesis 9:8-15
Psalm 2510

1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:12-15

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK -{&\\
Carol Timoney, Anthony Timoney, b’
Sally Frances Buccheri,Carol Webb,
Cristina Kurland, Joseph Ingrassia, Michael DeFeo
Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,
Joanne Newlin, Robert Fernandez,
John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,
Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,
John Maese, Maria Calise, Josefa Fabian
Nicola Ruvino, Peter & Cecilia Quinones,

Rachel Marin, Romilda Zambelli, Lia Shyetman
Rose Chiusano, Eleanor Resnitsky, Vito Michael Rita
Harold Anderson, Salvatore Comodo
Bob Welter, Glady’s Santiago
Ezilda Passantino, Judy Gerdon, Iris Zammit
Joseph Panicali, Khrystina Donato, Louisa Volpicelli
Christina Torres, Candy Fortunato, Nicholas Hernandez
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Is there a Parishioner that
would like to memorialize
the Pascal Candle?

St. Margaret Mary~$250.00
St. Mark~$350.00

Join us every Wednesday e Friday
W Juring Lent as we pray the Stations of
‘] the Cross.

St. Margarett Mary

| Wednesday's after our 9:30 am Mass
‘ St. Mar
Friday’s after our 8:30 am Mass




Pastor’s Column February 17 — 18, 2024

“The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert,
and he remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by Satan.”

This past Wednesday we celebrated the confluence of three big events. First, it was Ash Wednesday, the begin-
ning of the holy and penitential season of Lent. Second, it was St. Valentine’s Day, a day for celebrating love. It was
only six years ago in 2018 when the same thing happened, but before that you had to go all the way back to 1945. And
third, it was the day that New York Met pitchers and catchers reported to camp, marking the beginning of Spring Train-
ing. And after the dismal seasons that the Jets and the Giants had, Spring Training comes none too soon.

Lent is modeled after the story we hear in this weekend’s Gospel. Mark tells us, “The Spirit drove Jesus out
into the desert, and he remained in the desert for forty days tempted by Satan.” Jesus was getting ready to begin his
public ministry during which he would spend three difficult and challenging years preaching, teaching, healing, and
calling people to conversion. He prayed, he fasted, he resisted the temptations of the Devil, and after the forty days
were over said, “This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the Gospel.”

When you think about it, there are a lot of similarities between Spring Training and Lent. Both are meant to get
us into shape. In Spring Training, baseball players run sprints and lift weights to get themselves into good physical
shape. During Lent, we try to get ourselves into good spiritual shape through prayer, the reading of Scripture, and fre-
quent reception of the Sacraments of Confession and Holy Communion. Spring Training is a time for baseball players
to work on the fundamentals of their sport: hitting, fielding, throwing, and running. Players go through various drills.
Pitchers will practice breaking off the mound to cover first base on a ball hit to the right side of the infield over and
over again until they build up muscle memory and it becomes automatic. Hitters will use a batting tee and hit ball after
ball into a net until they get their swing down just the way they want it. Coaches will fungo hundreds of ground balls to
the infielders and fly balls to the outfielders so that fielding becomes second nature to them.

In Lent, we too work on the fundamentals of our faith. The Church gives us three spiritual tools in particular,
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, to build up virtue so that our practice of the faith becomes second nature to us. Lent
should be a time of increased prayer, both public, by making the effort to get to Mass more often, as well as private.
Reading and meditating over the Scriptures, a practice called Lectio Divina, can be a beautiful and most helpful prac-
tice. And if you are not already praying the Rosary every day, Lent is a great time to start. Fasting is all about sacrifice
and self-denial. Giving up something we like for Lent, or doing something positive that we should do more often but
perhaps do not enjoy doing, may seem childish, but it helps us discipline our will to help fight against the temptations
that come our way. And almsgiving and other acts of charity towards those most in need help us remember that while,
like baseball, the practice of our faith involves lots of individual battles, ultimately we are part of a team, forming one
Body in Christ. And like Valentine’s Day, our faith is a celebration of love — love of God and love of neighbor.

This year Lent and Spring Training not only begin on the same day, they also end on the same day. Baseball’s
Opening Day is March 28" (not counting the two games that will be played in Seoul, South Korea), which also hap-
pens to be Holy Thursday, the beginning of the Sacred Triduum which ends Lent and begins our celebration of our
Lord’s Passion, Death and Resurrection. And just as baseball players hope that their hard work in Spring Training will
bring them closer to their goal of a World Series victory, we pray that our Lenten observance will bring us closer to our
goal of sharing Christ’s other worldly victory in heaven. Have a Blessed Lent! -- Fr. Bob



Sunday Collection February 11, 2024

St. Mark Church

Collection: $2,,049
Attendance: 341

Envelopes Returned:70

St. Margaret Mary Church
Collection: $329

Attendance: 31

Envelopes Returned:

Give Central

Online giving: $866

# of gifts: 37

Annual Catholic Appeal 2022:
Goal: $38,976
Received: $85,016

Returned to Parish ~ $46,040

Annual Catholic Appeal 2023

Goal: $38,976
Pledged: $93,873
Received: $90,392
#Donors: 168

Jofn us &t Mass s weelend)

The rectory office
closed
Monday, February 19th,
in observance of
Presidents Day

=

St.Marr~3t. 3“@?’5@7’@2 qu?'y
Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed
on our parish website:
http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org
and on our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn
8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday, and 9:00 a.m. Sunday.

VOCATIONS CORNER

“The Kingdom of God is at hand.” If in your listening
to the Lord you are sensing the invitation to follow
Christ as a priest, deacon siter or brother,

Contact the vocations office @ 718-827-2454 or email:
vocations@diobrook.org

7he Parish of St. Mari St Margaret Mary |
lage day! Cos
The Feast of St Vallentline

couples]

Woerld Marr

P honering all
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Monday, February 12 our school community celebrated the
100th Day of School!

Take a look at our students (and teachers) who dressed up as
if they were 100!

Tuesday—the 101st day—is a remote learning snow day!

AR AR

347-574-1828
i 718-769-6311
ﬁ‘[ﬁ } faithformation122@aol.com
i Monday -Thursday-2:30 pm-5:30 pm

(}i Office of Faith Formation
L-:-!'o

5t Mark R.C. Parish

Confirmation

Confirmation Proximate Preparation Gathering:
Sunday, February 25th, at 10:15 am, for candidates,
sponsors & parents in the school cafeteria. Mass to
follow at 12:00 pm.

Confirmation Candidates: Your sponsor's
declaration paperwork should be submitted to the Faith
Formation Program by the end of February. The Church
will choose a sponsor for you if the papers are not
submitted.

Role of a Sponsor: A sponsor must be 16 years old
and have completed all their sacraments of initiation:
Baptism, Eucharist & Confirmation.

Your sponsor will stand with you and present you to
the Bishop. When you are anointed with the chrism
during Confirmation, your sponsor will be beside you
with their hand on your shoulder. This is a sign of your
spiritual relationship. A parent cannot be a sponsor.

When choosing a sponsor, think if the person is
someone with whom you feel comfortable. Does this
person live near enough to you to be a guide and
support? Will this person be willing and able to be your
sponsor and take an active role in your faith life?

Rite of Christian Initiation

On Sunday, February 18, at noon Mass, we will
celebrate the call to conversion for our candidate Maria
Oyola Garcia and the Catechumens: Evelina
Baryshnikova, Evelyn Garcia, William Garcia, Michael
Merritt, Elizabeth Ponce, Promise Rone, Marc
Shulman, Larisa Zolotnikova, who will be sent to the
Bishop this afternoon to participate in the Rite of
Election. They will now be referred to as the Elect.
They will be Baptized and will receive Confirmation
and Eucharist, becoming fully initiated in the Catholic
Church at the Easter Vigil this year. This period of
purification and enlightenment for the Elect always falls
during the Lenten season.
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We inwite everyone to-view the 2024 ACA
Video online at:
www.CFBQ.org/ACAVideo
The contributions yow make to-the Annual
Catholic Appeal play o vital role inv

supporting individuals in Brooklynw ands
Queens, surpassing what any single pawishv
cawv achieve alone:. Let us fervently pravy for
the success of the 2024 Annual Catholic Ap-
peal;, evwisioning atriwmph that not only

enables us to-extend love to-those inv need but

also- unites owr hearty inv Comwmunion
Pauwticipation and Missiov.

This year, we are Called to Communion,
Participation, and Mission — a powerful theme that
encapsulates the essence of our shared commitment
to make a meaningful impact. Individually, none of
us can fully address the needs of our diocese. How-
ever, when we come together, we have the power to
accomplish remarkable things! The Annual Catholic
Appeal offers us the chance to continue spreading
Christ's love throughout Brooklyn and Queens,
providing hope in the process.

This year, we urge you to become a beacon of light
and hope for those facing challenges Assume a
leadership position by actively participating in the
2024 Annual Catholic Appeal, setting a model of
Christian stewardship for others to follow.
Acknowledge the abundance in our lives and
demonstrate gratitude through dedicated support for
the mission and initiatives of the diocese, as they
work tirelessly to bring the Gospel to those in great-
est need.

If you choose to become a sustaining donor, opting
for the "Recurring" option when pledging online,
you will further advance the Church's mission. Your
monthly commitment will automatically renew each
year, offering convenience and efficiency, ensuring
that more of your gift goes towards supporting the
crucial ministries outlined on this webpage.

We appreciate your partnership in the Lord's work
and invite you to join forces with your neighbors
again in this year's Annual Catholic Appeal.

Together, we can make a significant impact.
Thank You, God Bless! Fr. Bob

Intraducing the new

FORMED

Tha Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has
never been assier at home, on the go, or
from any internet connected devics,

Discover thousands of books, audio talis,
mavies, documentaries, snd sludisy.. there is
wamathing for svery mambar of the lamily to
halp tham grow closar to Chriet snd His Church

Ovar 4,000 titles - now available on slmost any device!

Roxku stv

Dlstwny of new fuatares - all 1o haip you snjay the bestin Catholic contant

i
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Registering on FORMED is easler
than aver!

Already have a
FORMED Aceount?

1 Jot
2 Entaf yout parieh 3ip oads of name

FORMED srgfigrup

WITH OFt BEN AKERS L DN ELIZABETH KLEIN
F L N O

Week of Ash Wednesday

Whole 40: Making a
Spiritual Plan for
Lent

Season 1

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent and a
d to make a plan fo is holy and grace-
filled season. Dr. Ben Akers sits down wi...

LENT RESOURCES

3
IDALILY BRIZAID

Get ggyorrer readyy—-rmrade pplare
Jor et when yow opt int o

reflectiorn ermails.

By signing up for our Lenten reflection
series, you'll receive an email each day

with a short video on the Eucharist.

Throughout Lent and Easter, you'l

receive 10 new episodes

children's art show!
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Followed by:

To reserve your seat: Come join us.

Call the rectory stﬂtl L L B You don’t want to miss it!
718-891-3100 TaEeCT IRRCOSSsS

Friday, March 1st,
$t. Mark Catholic Academy
6:30 pm
Adults: $20.00

$10:00

“ROARING LION”

S50/50 RAFFLE
Tickets -S100.00 each

Winner to receive half the proceeds
Tickets may be purchased individually or a group.

Drawing will be held at our annual picnic
Saturday, April 27th

*Tickets can also be purchased at our picnic prior to drawing*

ROARING LION RARELE W
50750 RAFFLE
Saturdax April 27,2024,

.
}H.<In-l.'
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MARINE PARK FUNERAL HOME (718) 339-8900

a  WWw.marine kfh.com % Parking on Premises
Pl o g
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3024 Quentin Rd. (Corner East 31st St.)

Clean N Sparkle

N 7B House Cleaning muwedBundd
1| Deep Cleaning & Standard Cleaning
Office Cleaning | Post construction/
Move-in/out cleaning _
917-385-9722 | csparkle.com

Place Your Ad Here and
catholicmatch’ J e pariht

Instanithy create and
putchase an ad with

Dr. Raymond Bartoli
CHIROPRACTOR
1118 Ave. Y, Brooklyn NY

718-332-7873

REAL ESTATE,INC.

A Family Tradition in Brooklyn
Ann & Bob Tracey

ek iy e e LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

71B-934-0800 718-376-4994
traceyrealestate.com P| ace YOU r Ad Here

and Support Our Parish!

MICHAEL RESTAURANT
L SOPBRT CONTACT ME talian Cuigine
e g M
AL Salvatore Governale Brooklyn, NY 11235

; 718-266-4891

Disciniav ADVERTISERS! sgovernale@4LPi.com Gaé%ggg.*m Al
... (800) 888-4574 x3108 W, GrGIUIGS com
718.207.3792

Low Cost Personal Touch Service by Family Owned and Operated

English Bros. Funeral Home
Your Only Neighborhood Funeral Home in Sheepshead Bay

Burial « Cremation * Memorial Service * Pre-need Planning
World Wide Shipping = Militarv Honors and Gift for all Veterans = Valet Parking = Street Level Facility with Large Chapels

2203 Avenue Z at East 220 Street | 20K Restivo, Owner & Funeral Director 718-743-8459
NEVER MISS X GUR PARISH
OUR BULLETIN! ' @E=s= |

Have our bulletin emailed |8 with purchase

© ADT-Monitored Home Security

e Gt 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

e ————————— annvima MINDS!

to you every week. Wty of this space BOOKS, EDUCATIONAL GAMES & TOYS
CALL 1780 SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BROOKLYN, NY
Visit www.parishesonline.com ¥ 4 BOD-477-4574 (718) 397-0533 IG @Clever_Monsters
John J. He aley Pre-Arrangement Specialists + Private Parking
Funeral Home Serving St. Mark Parish
HERE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. Michael G. Rizzotto, Funeral Director v
HERE WHEN YOU NEED US SINCE 1940 718-743-1388 | 2005 West 6th Street, Brooklyn, NY  PHEPLAN:

www.johnjhealeyfuneralhome.com

Dignity-

Owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International, 1929 Allen Pkwy, Houston TX 77019 713-522-5141

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St, Mark, Brooklyn, NY 03-4066



