THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michel Pierre-Louis

Devotions:

Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday

Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the

8:30 a.m. Mass.

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Baptism:
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for

parents and godparents are required through Baptism
Matters program. Call the rectory to make an
appointment with a priest two months prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to:
www.bgonlineformation.org/precana for complete
information about marriage preparation in

the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations
suspended, until further notice.)
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.

Parish Office:
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto

718-891-3100

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis or
Youth Ministry Coordinator: 347-574-1828
Mr. Michael Davis

Sports Program Director:
Mr. Wayne Walker

718-332-9304

347-401-4288

St. Vincent De Paul Group: 718-891-0443
Mr. Tom Scalese, President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President

Homebound Ministry: 718-891-3100

Ministers of Hospitality: 718-891-3100
Mr. Tom Scalese, President

Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President
Extraordinary Ministers:

Lectors:

Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator
Rosary Society:

Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President

Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President
Friendship Club:

Ms. Anita Troise, President

Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President

718-891-3100
718-986-5080

917-517-4260
646-734-8494

718-648-6488
718-332-5105
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St. Mark Churcﬂh. o

Saturday, January 13
5:00 p.m. Toni Ann Cudia

Sunday, January 14
9:00 a.m. Michael Kiernan
12:00 p.m. John Haran

Monday, January 15
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Tuesday, January 16
8:30 a.m. Frank Marasia (2nd Anniv in Heaven)

Wednesday, January 17
8:30 a.m. Ann Kenny

Thursday, January 18
8:30 a.m. Grace DeMarco (Birthday Remembrance)

Friday, January 19
8:30 a.m. Michael Scarpitta

Saturday, January 20
8:30 a.m. Dr. Adolph Bartoli

5:00 p.m. Michael Scarpitta

St. Margaret Mary Church

Sunday, January 14
10:30 a.m. Florence Carlsen

Wednesday, January 17
9:30 a.m. Caolon McCormick

Sunday, January 21
10:30 a.m. Julia & Joseph Connell
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January 14, 2024
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

God’s eall often doesn't (or won't) wait until a convenient
time-when we've had a good night's
sleep, when all the other projects are done.
When God calls, we say “Here t am!”

isatah eo1-6
Psalm F2:11
Ephesians 3:2-24, 5-6

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Matthew 2:1-12
@ Carol Timoney, Anthony Timoney,
Sally Frances Buccheri,Carol Webb,
Cristina Kurland, Joseph Ingrassia, Michael DeFeo
Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,
Joanne Newlin, Robert Fernandez,
John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,
Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,
John Maese, Maria Calise, Josefa Fabian
Nicola Ruvino, Peter & Cecilia Quinones,
Rachel Marin, Romilda Zambelli, Lia Shyetman
Rose Chiusano, Eleanor Resnitsky, Vito Michael Rita
Harold Anderson, Salvatore Comodo
Francis Barbuto, Glady’s Santiago
Ezilda Passantino, Judy Gerdon, Iris Zammit
Joseph Panicali, Khrystina Donato, Louisa Volpicelli
Christina Torres, Candy Fortunato, Nicholas Hernandez

St.MarR~St. Margaret Mary

Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed
on our parish website:
http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org
and on our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn
8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday, and 9:00 a.m. Sunday.
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VOCAVTIONS CORNER
“Do you not know that your bodies \ M
are members of Christ?" Is the Holy
Spirit leading you to share His gifts as a
priest, deacon or in the consecrated life? | | & o0
Contact the vocations office @ 718-827-  /Z-Xggo”

2454 or email: vocations@diobrook.org Vocat Oﬂ




Pastor’s Column January 13 — 14, 2024
“What are you looking for? [...] Come and you will see.”

Before entering the seminary and becoming a priest I spent twenty-five years in the business world. At the time I
left, I was Executive Vice President and Chief Actuary for a large international reinsurance company. I had people work-
ing for me all over the world. One year I held a conference to which I invited to our headquarters in New York actuaries
from our branch offices in Toronto, Latin America, London, Paris, Zurich, Hong Kong and Tokyo. After a couple of days
of hard work, I thought I would reward them and give them a taste of my hometown of Brooklyn by taking them to Coney
Island for a Brooklyn Cyclones baseball game. At the game, I noticed our Hong Kong actuary, who was Chinese, reading
some papers. When I asked him what he was reading, he responded that he had never seen a baseball game, so he had
printed out the rules of baseball and was studying them so he would know what he was watching. I laughed and told him
that he would never understand baseball by reading the rules and that he needed to see, enjoy and experience the game to
find out what baseball was all about.

In much the same way, our Christian faith can never be just a matter of intellectual curiosity or lots of rules with
do’s and don’ts. Our faith cannot be understood until it is lived and experienced. So many people today reject our faith
because they cannot understand or accept its laws and precepts. But our faith is not all about rules and regulations; rather,
it begins with a relationship with a person, Jesus Christ, and everything else flows from there. To see what Christianity is
all about, we must get to know Jesus, follow him and allow him to transform us.

Our Gospel this weekend describes the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. After baptizing Jesus, John the Baptist
identifies him as the Lamb of God, and two of John’s disciples begin following Jesus. Jesus does not start off by teaching
them a new way of life or giving them a new set of rules to live by. Instead, he invites them to get to know him, to be with
him and to spend time with him. “Come, and you will see,” he tells them, an opening for them to enter into an intimate
friendship with him. And then St. John tells us, “So they went and saw where Jesus was staying, and they stayed with him
that day.”

That encounter in our Gospel reading demonstrates what we might call the divine initiative. The two disciples are
obviously curious and searching for something, but they are somewhat hesitant. They follow along behind Jesus but are
reluctant to approach him. But when the human mind begins to seek and the human heart begins to long, God does not
leave us to search and search until we come to Him. God comes out to meet us. Jesus turns around and asks the two men
who were following him the most fundamental question in life: “What are you looking for?” In his encyclical Lumen
Fidei, Pope Francis wrote: “Far from divorcing us from reality, our faith in the Son of God made man in Jesus of Nazareth
enables us to grasp reality’s deepest meaning and to see how much God loves the world and is constantly guiding it to-
wards himself. This leads us as Christians to live our lives in this world with ever greater commitment and intensity.”

What are you looking for? What is your aim and goal? What are you trying to get out of life? Whatever you may
think that might be, your desire will never be satisfied until you encounter and embrace the one who placed that desire
within you. So, come and see. Give Christianity a try by actually living it, and see how much happier you are and how
much better you feel. And after you get to know Christ well, be like Andrew. Do what he did and tell others about Jesus.
Share what you have found with your family, friends, neighbors and the world. Introduce them to Jesus. Invite them to
encounter Him, perhaps right here at St. Mark - Margaret Mary parish. And just as Jesus changed Andrew’s brother’s
name from Simon to Cephas or Peter, the Rock, so will he strengthen you, and them, to withstand the many challenges and

lies of this world. — Fr. Bob é



Sunday Collection: January 7, 2024

In
St. Mark Church observance _
Collection: $2,511 . of . :
Attendance: 290 Martin Luther King Jr. $«
Envelopes Returned: 74

. S
St. Margaret Mary Church The rec‘;ory(;mll be “ < / -~
Collection: $336 SRS > / | P
Attendance: 24 Monday, January 15th 0 > 2" "4
Envelopes Returned: 8 _— :
Give Central

Online giving: $881

# of gifts: 37

Annual Catholic Appeal 2022:
Goal: $38,976
Received: $85,016
Returned to Parish ~ $46,040

Annual Catholic Appeal 2023 uary 19th, 2024

Goal: $38,976 s

Pledged: $93,368 - Respect Life Office will be providing round
Received: $87.817 trip bus transportation to Washington, D.C.
#Donors: 166

Bus is leaving from the Diocesan Office at
310 Prospect Park West Brooklyn NY 11215
6:00 AM
Cost: 540

2024 March For Life Brooklyn To reserve your seat, please scan
Diocese Bus Registration Form the QR code or visit

i3 s g gl forms.office.com/r/sTOykvi2kR
from any internet connectad device.

Discover thausands of books, audio talks,
movies, documsntariss, and studies,, there i
something for svery membaer of the family to
help them grow closer to Christ and His Church.

Any questions please email:
pilgrimage@diobrook.org
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FORMED Account? than ever!

How Do
We Live Pro-Life?

D, Ben Akers & Ly Greriedorr

FORMED

January — Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of...

Sunday, January 21, 2024, 11:00am Mass
St. James Cathedral-Basilica, Brooklyn

How Do We Live
Pro-Life?

18m

In these three videos, Dr. Ben Akers sits down
with Lynn Grandon, Director of the Respect Life
Office at the Archdiocese of Denver, tod...

hop of Brookiyn
=) L. Gelfant, Associate New York State Chaplain
liam Kuil, Chalrman, Long lstand Chapter

For More Information: 718.634.6357 n /KofCBklynQns
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Congratulations
to our
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
who were recognized for being
GENEROUS
during the month
of
DECEMBER.
Great job!
We look forward to acknowledging

our January students of the month on
February 2 for their determination

Office of Faith Formation
347-574-1828
718-769-6311

faithformation122@aol.com
Monday -Thursday-2:30 pm-5:30 pm

8t Mark R.C. Parish

Communion Preparation for First Holy
Communion:

The First Holy Communion Proximate Preparation II
gathering will be held on Sunday, January 21, 2024, at 10:15
in the school cafeteria, followed by Mass. These mandatory
gatherings are for the children and their parents.

Confirmation Proximate Meeting:

The preparation gathering for Candidates is on Sunday,
January 27, at 10:15 in the school cafeteria, followed by
Mass. Enter through the side entrance.

Reminder for Confirmation Candidates:

Your sponsor’s declaration paperwork given out at the first
gathering should be submitted to Mrs. Davis by the end of
February. The Church will choose a sponsor for you if the
papers are not submitted.

A sponsor must be 16 years old and have completed all their
sacraments of initiation: Baptism,

Eucharist & Confirmation. A parent cannot be a sponsor.
Your sponsor will stand with you and present you to the
Bishop. When you are anointed with the chrism during
Confirmation, your sponsor will be beside you with their
hand on your shoulder. This is a sign of your spiritual
relationship. **When choosing a sponsor, think if the person
is someone with whom you feel comfortable. Does this
person live near enough to you to indeed be able to be a guide
and support? Will this person be willing and able to be your
sponsor and take an active role in your faith life?

No Class on Sunday, January 14th
in observance
of
Martin Luther King Day

Martin Luther King Jr
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Knights of Baron DeKalb

000 EMINMONS AVENUE | BROOKLYN, NY
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Date: Friday, February 2, 2024
Time: 6:30 pm
Place: $t. Mark Catholic Academy

Cost: Adults: $20.00

Kids: $10:00
Salad & beverages included. To reserve your seat:
*Wine available to be purchased. Call the rectory @ 718-891-3100
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MARINE PARK FUNERAL HOME (718) 339-8900
P“EP . www.marineparkfh.com # Parking on Premises
*?% 3024 Quentin Rd (Comer East 31st St.)

Chiropractor
332-7873

Place Your Ad Here and =
I Lo -Support our Parish! ; 1780 SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BROOKLYN, NY
sz s B ly eate anc / N/ (718) 397-0533 IG @Clever Monsters
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| Eqau Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

& Call us today at BE0-399-1785 or email
fr. sileen@CatholicCruisesandTours_com

SAVE up to

66 %

w/promo code

Low Cost Personal Touch Service by Family Owned and Operated

English Bros. Funeral Home

Your Only Neighborhood Funeral Home in Sheepshead Bay
Burial « Cremation * Memorial Service * Pre-need Planning
World Wide Shipping « Military Honors and Gifi for all Veterans = Valet Parking = Street Level Facility with Large Chapels
2203 Avenue Z at East 22 Street ek Restive), chwosei Enaseal Diostr 718-743-8459

RE HIRING | i ?g% . Clean N Sparkle

BN ES ES sl HouseCIeanlng e i

e L;l' ‘ Deep CIeaning&Standard Cleaning '«
, WITH PURP o W — PN s 4
R URPOSE. : |ﬂ_, /5 Office Cleaning | Post construction/ | EESTAURANT
ak o frave ontact us at Move-in/out cleaning Italian Ciitsine

917-385-9722 | csparkle.com ¥ 2911 West 15" St.

- — - Brooklyn, NY 11235
ﬁ ADT-Monitored 71 8‘266'4891
TRACEY Home Security Catering for All
REAL ESTATE, INC. P ————— Occasions
A Family Tradition in Brooklyn From a Name You Can Trust www.gargiulos.com
Ann & Bob Tracey ® Burglary ® Flood Detection

® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

Call for a Free Market Appraisal Today!!
2658 Gerritsen Ave 3619 Ave S

?18-934-naﬂ%mymalastata,com}"r8-3?6-4994 AT futhorized | 6 oo Straets 833- 287 3502

Pre-Arrangement Specialist Valet Parking Serving St. Mark Parish
.. JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME

Here in the neighborhood. Here when you need us SINCE 1904

Dignity
Diep 2005 West 6th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11223 » 718-743-1388
,]{)h n LaGreca Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corp, International
1929

Licensed E\v"']f;'ll'li.'lgt‘i' www.johnjhealeyfuneralhome.com Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019 7135225141

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St, Mark, Brooklyn, NY 03-4066



