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    St. Mark Church     
2609 East 19th Street    
Brooklyn, New York 11235  
 

                      Mass Schedule: 

Saturday: 5:00  p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday:    9:00  a.m. 
                12:00  p.m.                         
                                     
 
Weekdays: 8:30 a.m. 
Holy Days: 7:30 p.m. Vigil Mass           
                   8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
 
Phone:  718-891-3100   
Fax:       718-891-9677 

 
With God all things are possible 

Parish Office: 718-891-3100 
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni 
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto 
 
St. Mark Catholic Academy  718-332-9304 
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal 
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary  
St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311 
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis                            or 
Youth Ministry Coordinator:  347-574-1828 
Mr. Michael Davis  
Sports Program Director:  347-401-4288 
Mr. Wayne Walker                     
                                                                                                     
St. Vincent De Paul Group:  718-891-0443 
Mr. Tom Scalese, President 
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President 
 
Homebound Ministry:                            718-891-3100 
 
Ministers of Hospitality:   718-891-3100 
Mr. Tom Scalese, President 
Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President             
Extraordinary Ministers:  718-891-3100 
Lectors:    
Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator            718-986-5080 
Rosary Society: 
Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President  917-517-4260 
Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President  646-734-8494 
Friendship Club: 
Ms. Anita Troise, President   718-648-6488 
Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President  718-332-5105 

Devotions:   
Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday 
Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the 
8:30 a.m. Mass. 
Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday  
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Baptism:  
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for 
parents and godparents are required through Baptism 
Matters program. Call the rectory to make an 
appointment with a priest two months prior to the 
Baptism.  
 

Marriage:  
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least  
6 months in advance. Please log on to: 
www.bqonlineformation.org/precana for complete  
information about marriage preparation in  
the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.  
  

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations  
suspended, until  further notice.) 
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
 

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly 
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.  
 

Appointment to see a Priest: 
If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please  
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through  
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00 
a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 

THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY 

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci                              Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michel Pierre-Louis 
                          



St. Mark Church 
 
 Saturday, December 23 
  5:00 p.m. Emily & Reese Dalton 
 
   Sunday,   December 24 
   9:00 a.m. Iolanda Cusello 
 12:00 p.m. Dee Scala 
  4:30     p.m. Crisanto & Claudia Mezarina 
 12:00 a.m. Natalie B. Dengler ( Birthday Remembrance)  
                               
Monday, December 25-Christmas 
  9:00 a.m. Salvatore Cestaro 
 12:00 p.m. Mollo & Golding Families 
                    
Tuesday, December 26 
   8:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 
 
Wednesday, December 27 

   8:30 a.m.  Thomas & Natalie Dengler  
                        (Wedding Anniversary) 
  
Thursday, December 28 
  8:30 a.m. Jean Raniolo   
               
 Friday, December 29 
  8:30 a.m. Fara & Frank Curcuru 
 
Saturday, December 30 
  8:30 a.m. Ingrid Greaves 
  5:00 p.m. Rudolf Raniolo 

December 24, 2023 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
 Floorplans. Blueprints. Materials. Paint. 
All of these things build a house, yet none 
of them are the house. How much more 
true this is when the house we are 
building is God’s house! 
 
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a16 
Psalm 89:2a 
Romans 16:25-27 
 Luke 1:26-38 

St. Margaret Mary Church 
 
Sunday, December 24 
 10:30 a.m. Living & deceased 
members of the Cione, Chille, & 
McGrisken families 
 
 Monday, December 25 
 10:30 a.m. Ilio & Vita Cardinali 
                     
Wednesday, December 27     
  9:30 a.m.  Silvina & Luigi Cardinali 
          
Sunday, December 31 
 10:30 a.m. Stella Lo Buono 

   Week of  December 23rd - December30th              
                                              Sanctuary Candle 
                          in 
           St. Margaret Mary 
                        offered  in loving memory  
                                   of 
            Salvatore Agostino                    

             
Requested by: Grace Agostino 



Pastor’s Column December 23 – 24, 2023 

 

Welcome Christmas! 
 

This weekend we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent and also begin our celebration of Christmas. That 

fourth candle on our Advent Wreathe hardly has a chance to burn down even a little before we clear that wreathe away 

to make room for our Christmas poinsettias. It is a frantic climax to what has already been a hectic and exhausting 

season for priests and laity alike. It is enough to make the most kind-hearted Pastor feel a bit like a Grinch. 

Our cook and office manager, Jackie, never fails to point out when she sees me getting that way. And I must 

admit that at times I do feel some affinity with the Grinch, that cranky, solitary creature from the children’s book, How 

the Grinch Stole Christmas, written by Theodor Geisel. For one thing, Geisel attended my Alma Mater, Dartmouth 

College, graduating in 1925. Born and raised in Springfield, Massachusetts, he is known for his work writing and 

illustrating more than sixty books under the pen name Dr. Seuss. His work includes many of the most popular chil-

dren’s books of all time, selling over 600 million copies and being translated into more than twenty languages by the 

time of his death in 1991. They include the familiar titles Horton Hears a Who, The Cat in the Hat, and Green Eggs 

and Ham, a breakfast served to every first year Dartmouth student at some point during Freshman Week. And for 

another thing, the book How the Grinch Stole Christmas was published in 1957 which happens to be the year in which 

I was born, so perhaps my connection with the Grinch was just meant to be. 

In 1966 the book was adapted into an animated television film narrated by Boris Karloff who also provided the 

Grinch’s voice, and in 2000 it was made into a live-action feature film starring Jim Carrey, and there have been other 

less popular versions since, but the plot remains the same. The Grinch lives on a mountain overlooking Whoville, the 

home of the Whos. Having been annoyed by Whoville’s noisy Christmas festivities for years, the Grinch resolves to 

stop Christmas from coming. The Grinch’s problem, we are told, is that his heart is two sizes too small. He disguises 

himself as Santa Claus and travels to Whoville on a sleigh pulled by his dog, Max. Slinking down the chimney of the 

first house on the square, the Grinch steals all of the presents, the food for the feast, the decorations, and even the 

Christmas tree. He is briefly interrupted by Cindy Lou Who, a young Who girl that awakens, but the Grinch concocts a 

crafty lie to send her away. As the song, whose lyrics were written by Dr. Suess himself, goes: “You’re a mean one, 

Mr. Grinch, you really are a heel, you’re as cuddly as a cactus, you’re as charming as an eel, Mr. Grinch, you’re a bad 

banana with a greasy black peel!” 

After doing the same to the other Whos’ houses, the Grinch takes his sleigh to the peak of Mount Crumpit and 

prepares to dump all of the stolen items into an abyss. As morning arrives, he expects to hear the Whos crying, but is 

surprised to hear them singing a joyous Christmas song instead. “Fah who foraze! Dah who doraze! Welcome Christ-

mas, come this way! Fah who foraze! Dah who doraze! Welcome Christmas, Christmas Day!”  

After much pondering, the Grinch realizes that Christmas means “a little bit more” than just presents and 

feasting, causing his heart to grow three sizes. The reformed Grinch returns the Whos’ presents and food and is invited 

to their Christmas feast where he is given the honor of carving the roast beast. Of course, that “little bit more,” is a tiny 

baby, born to Mary in a stable in Bethlehem. As Isaiah prophesies at the midnight Mass, “they name him Wonder-

Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, from David’s 

throne and over his kingdom which he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice, both now and forever.” So, 

grow your hearts to welcome him. “Welcome, Christmas! Fah who rahmus! Welcome Christmas! Dah who dahmus! 

Christmas Day will always be! Just as long as we have we!  Fah who foraze! Dah who doraze! Welcome Christmas! 

Bring your cheer! Fah who foraze! Dah who doraze! Welcome all who’s far and near!” Merry Christmas! – Fr. Bob     

 



                      Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed  
                                                      on our parish   website: 
                     http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org  
                           and on our Facebook page: 
                  http://www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn  
           8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday, and  9:00 a.m. Sunday. 
                Holy Hour- noon- 1:00 p.m. Monday – Friday 

  
Carol Timoney, Anthony Timoney,  

Sally Frances Buccheri,Carol Webb,  
Cristina Kurland, Joseph Ingrassia, Michael DeFeo  

Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,  
Joanne Newlin, Robert Fernandez, 

John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,  
Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,  

 John Maese, Maria  Calise, Josefa Fabian 
Nicola Ruvino, Peter & Cecilia Quinones, 

Rachel Marin, Romilda Zambelli, Lia Shyetman 
 Rose Chiusano, Eleanor Resnitsky,  

Harold Anderson, Salvatore Comodo, Tom Scalese 
Gilda Ferrera, Francis Barbuto, Glady’s Santiago 

Ezilda Passantino, Judy Gerdon, Iris Zammit 
Joseph Panicali, Khrystina Donato, Louisa Volpicelli 

     
                   

Annual Catholic Appeal 2022: 
Goal:                          $38,976 
Received:                    $85,016 
Returned to Parish      $46,040 
 
Annual Catholic Appeal 2023 
Goal:                        $38,976 
Pledged:                    $90,518 
Received:                  $83,265 
#Donors:                        158      

Sunday Collection: December 10, 2023 
 
St. Mark Church 
Collection: $3,421 
Attendance: 330 
Envelopes Returned: 71 
St. Margaret Mary Church 
Collection: $335 
Attendance: 23 
Envelopes Returned: 7 
Give Central 
Online giving: $996 
# of gifts: 38 



OfÞce of Faith Formation  
347-574-1828                      
718-769-6311   

faithformation122@aol.com 
Monday -Thursday-2:30 pm-5:30 pm 

 
   

         
                      Class will reconvene on   January 7th    
 
Christmas Pageant will be held at the family Mass 
on Sunday, December 24 th, at 4:30 pm. 
May Christmas & peace, love, and joy stay with 
you throughout the New Year! 
All the organizaƟons we contributed to were so 
grateful for the generosity of all our parishioners, 
especially the children at Saint Mark Catholic 
Academy. 
Again, thank you for giving hearts at this most 
beauƟful Ɵme of the year. 
Thank you to our confirmaƟon Candidates. Your 
help preparing the tags for the giving tree was 
Greatly appreciated! 
                                                                                               
 
Christmas is forever, not just for one day. The good you 
do for others is the good you do for yourself. Loving, 
sharing, and giving are not always put away like bells, 
lights, and Ansel in a box on a shelf. May the spirit of 
Christmas bring you peace, the gladness of Christmas 
give you hope, and the warmth of Christmas grant you 
love. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although Christmas is only a few days away, the students at 
Saint Mark Catholic Academy received an early gift this year 
on Saint Nicholas Day. 
 
Tuesday, December 6 was Feast of Saint Nicholas.  
 
One of the most popular ways to celebrate St. Nicholas Day 
is to leave your shoes outside your bedroom door or on the 
fireplace hearth on the night of December 5. 
 
On Tuesday, December 5 students cut out, colored, and put 
together a paper shoe that they left on the classroom 
windowsill. Overnight, St. Nicholas left a treat inside the 
shoes! 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM OUR SAINT MARK 

CATHOLIC ACADEMY FAMILY TO YOURS! 
 



 

                                St. Mark 
       Sunday, December 24th 
         4:30 p.m. - Family Mass 
         12:00 a.m. - Midnight Mass 
 
        Monday, December 25th 
            (Christmas Day) 
                                   9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
        * 9:00 am Live-stream 
 
          St. Margaret Mary 
        Monday, December 25th 
                  10:30 a.m. 
 
   *The rectory office will be closed  
           Monday, December 25th 
                           & 
           Tuesday, December 26th 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                            
 
 
 
                 St. Mark 
    (Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God) 

                 Sunday, December 31st 
                    5:00 p.m. 
 
          Monday, January 1st 
            9:00 a.m. & 12:00 p.m. 
 
            St. Margaret Mary 
          Monday, January 1st 
                  10:30 a.m. 

                        
 
 
 
 
 

           Fr Bob, Fr. Michel  
                 & 
             the staff  
                 of 
  St. Mark ~ St. Margaret Mary 
                wish you a   
          Blessed & Joyous 
           Merry Christmas 
                    & 
          Happy New Year 



  “Light the Bay December 2023” 


