St. Mark Church
2609 East 19th Street
Brooklyn, New York 11235

Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Weekdays: 8:30 a.m.
Holy Days: 7:30 p.m. Vigil Mass

Sunday:

Email:

Website:

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.

Phone: 718-891-3100
Fax: 718-891-9677

“Two Churches - One Community of Faith

St. Margaret Mary Church
Ocean Ave. & Oriental Blvd
Manhattan Beach, New York

Mass Schedule:
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.

stmarkbrooklyn@gmail.com

www.stmarkbrooklyn.org

To receive bulletin by email:
www.parishesonline.com

THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michel Pierre-Louis

Devotions:

Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday
Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the
8:30 a.m. Mass.

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Baptism:
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for

parents and godparents are required through Baptism
Matters program. Call the rectory to make an
appointment with a priest two months prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to:
www.bgonlineformation.org/precana for complete
information about marriage preparation in

the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations
suspended, until further notice.)
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.

Parish Office:
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

St. Mark Religious Education:
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis
Youth Ministry Coordinator:
Mr. Michael Davis

Sports Program Director:

Mr. Wayne Walker

St. Vincent De Paul Group:
Mr. Tom Scalese, President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President

Homebound Ministry:

Ministers of Hospitality:

Mr. Tom Scalese, President

Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President
Extraordinary Ministers:
Lectors:

Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator
Rosary Society:

Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President
Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President
Friendship Club:

Ms. Anita Troise, President

Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President

718-891-3100

718-332-9304

718-769-6311
or
347-574-1828

347-401-4288

718-891-0443

718-891-3100

718-891-3100

718-891-3100
718-986-5080

917-517-4260
646-734-8494

718-648-6488
718-332-5105

With God all things are possible
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St. Mark Churcﬂh. o

Saturday, December 16
5:00 p.m. Socorro Clemente

Sunday, December 17
9:00 a.m. Carolina Cusello
12:00 p.m. Agnes Spero

Monday, December 18
8:30 a.m. Frank Marisillo

Tuesday, December 19
8:30 a.m. Peter Esposito

Wednesday, December 20
8:30 a.m. Hunter Joseph Honan
(2nd Birthday Remembrance)

Thursday, December 21
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Friday, December 22
8:30 a.m. Benito & Gloria Guzman

Saturday, December 23
8:30 a.m. Adam & Priscilla Rosatti

5:00 p.m. Emily & Reese Dalton

e — e e ! S e e

St. Margaret Mary Church
Rl Al A
Sunday, December 17 (. kS
10:30 a.m. Giuseppe & Filomena  f m
Y

Gallo

Wednesday, December 20
9:30 a.m. Stella LoBuono

Sunday, December 24
10:30 a.m. Living & deceased
members of the Cione, Chille &
McGrlsken families

December 17, 2023
Third Sunday of Advent

Much of the Advent/Christmas seasow is taken up revealing
tentities. Today we learn who Johw the

Baptist lsw't., but in that revelation (s 3'“_1 o
also nformation about who he truly is. OF A l'J\.-"EE\‘aTL
lsalah e1:1-2a, 10-11 !
1satah e1:10b _

1 Thessalonlans 5:16-24, :
John 1:6-8, 19-2€

Savior
will come

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Carol Timoney, Anthony Timoney,
Sally Frances Buccheri,Carol Webb,
Cristina Kurland, Joseph Ingrassia, Michael DeFeo
Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,
Joanne Newlin, Robert Fernandez,
John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,
Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,
John Maese, Maria Calise, Josefa Fabian
Nicola Ruvino, Peter & Cecilia Quinones,
Rachel Marin, Romilda Zambelli, Lia Shyetman
Rose Chiusano, Eleanor Resnitsky,
Harold Anderson, Salvatore Comodo
Gilda Ferrera, Francis Barbuto, Glady’s Santiago
Ezilda Passantino, Judy Gerdon, Iris Zammit
Joseph Panicali, Khrystina Donato,Louisa Volpicelli




Pastor’s Column December 16 — 17,2023

«Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.”

This weekend we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent which is also known as Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin
word for rejoice. First, in our Old Testament reading the prophet Isaiah exclaims, “I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is the
joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bridegroom adorned
with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels.” Then, in our New Testament reading we hear St. Paul give a command to
the Thessalonians: “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in
Christ Jesus.” This change in mood from expectant waiting this season of Advent to rejoicing on this Third Sunday is matched by
a change in color from purple to rose as we light the rose colored candle on our Advent wreathe and the priest wears the rose col-
ored vestments that only come out twice a year: Gaudete Sunday in Advent and Laetare Sunday in Lent. The Lord is near! Christ-
mas is coming, ready or not.

Some may wonder whether there may be an inconsistency in St. Paul’s admonition to rejoice always, pray without ceas-
ing, and in all circumstances give thanks. After all, is it possible to rejoice and pray and give thanks, all at the same time? Not only
is it possible, it is necessary! Too many people think about prayer as a task, something we do to ask God for things and tell Him
what we need. But God already knows what we need better than we do ourselves. A good definition of prayer is the lifting of our
hearts and minds to God. In her book Essence of Prayer, Ruth Burrows, a Carmelite nun at Quidenham in Norfolk, England says
that prayer is essentially what God does, how God addresses us, looks at us and desires to give us His Divine Self in love. Our role
in prayer is to be open to Him, to allow ourselves to be loved by God. True prayer, she says, means wanting God not ego.

There are four different types of prayer and they can be easily remembered using the acronym ACTS, A—-C-T —S. “A”
stands for adoration which is the highest form of prayer, worshiping and giving praise to God because He is God. The “C” repre-
sents contrition. Expressing sorrow for our sins because they offend God and separate us from Him is the next highest form of
prayer. Then comes “T” for thanksgiving. As St. Paul says, in all circumstances we should give thanks, for this is the will of God
for us in Christ Jesus. Last comes the “S” which stands for supplication. Asking God for things is the lowest form of prayer, and
our attitude in how we ask is important.

Praying is rejoicing, because when we lift our hearts and minds to God to receive His Divine love we are filled with joy
and serenity. St. Josemaria Escriva, founder of Opus Dei said, “Being children of God, how can we be sad? Sadness is the end
product of selfishness... When someone allows sadness to overwhelm him, even his prayers to God are of no avail because he is
failing to accept God’s will... A Christian life should be one of constant prayer, trying to live in the presence of God from morning
to night and from night to morning. A Christian can never be a lonely person, since he lives in continual contact with God, who is
both near us and in heaven.”

So like Isaiah, let’s rejoice heartily in the Lord and let God be the joy of our soul. Let’s follow St. Paul’s advice to rejoice
always and pray without ceasing. As St. Paul says, “May the God of peace make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit,
soul and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will also

accomplish it.” Rejoice, the Lord is near! -- Fr. Bob




Sunday Collection: December 3, 2023

St. Mark Church

Collection: $3,630

Attendance: 321

Envelopes Returned: 74

St. Margaret Mary Church
Collection: $380

Attendance: 21

Envelopes Returned: 6

Give Central

Online giving: $931

# of gifts: 35
Annual Catholic Appeal 2022:
Goal: $38,976 v - ¥4
Received: $85,016 B.as B
Returned to Parish  $46,040 20 B EISVAN =4
Annual Catholic Appeal 2023 2% _._hl_._l i
nua atnolic ca
Goal: $38,976 : O L =
Pledged: $90,288 N e ™
Received: $80,929
#Donors: 158 e
: ; /’La VL/C y ou /
Ann ual CathOliC We want to express our sincere gratitude to every family who has
generously contributed to this year's Annual Catholic Appeal. Your
Ap peal’ 2 023 commitment to supporting our community and the broader mission of the
DIOCESE GF-BRODKLILN Church in Brooklyn and Queens is heartwarming.
WAYS TO MAKE A GIFT For those who have already fulfilled their pledges, thank you for your
prompt and generous response. We encourage those who have not yet
To donate online fulfilled their pledge to consider doing so since December 31st
text DONATE to will conclude this year’s Appeal.

917-336-1255

If you have not yet had the opportunity to make your pledge, we
encourage you to consider joining us in this shared commitment.

Seps it cot In these coming weeks, you will receive an

wilyour ACA Christmas gift request letter.

smartphone

Your support is crucial to ensuring the continued success of our faith
i community and its outreach efforts. No contribution is too small, and every
% RESPOE%:‘E&?“”“ gift, regardless of size, contributes to the greater good of many individuals
G Le— or and families in need throughout Brooklyn and Queens.
fill out pledge card at

the entrance of the
Church
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early to Saint Mark Catholic Ucademy!
painted green, to match cur new
uniferms. Our penimeter fence and the
gratings around cur windows were alse

spruuced up, taa! Please take a lock!
We locte ferward to making eur schaoal
place...baoth inside and out!

It’s time for our

GIVING
TREE!

K al

X

Office of Faith Formation
347-574-1828
718-769-6311

faithformation122@aol.com
Monday -Thursday-2:30 pm-5:30 pm

St. Mark R.C. Parish 4 i o
—¥ % EDUCATION

Last Day of Class is December 17th.
We will reconvene on January 7th.

r s
*& Christmas Pageant:

All Children participating in the Christmas Pageant:
Please report to the Church no later than 3:00 pm for a
final rehearsal followed by the performance at 4:30
pm. Please call Mrs. Davis with any questions @ 347
616 7618. Christmas is forever, not just for one day.
The good you do for others is the good you do for
yourself. Loving, sharing, and giving are not always put
away like bells, lights, and Ansel in a box on a shelf.
May the spirit of Christmas bring you peace, the
gladness of Christmas give you hope, and the warmth
of Christmas grant you love.

*The Giving Tree*
T E That once of year is here again! We will be
helping less fortunate children and adults
Of during Christmas. The Church will display the
2 Ell [0 Advent Giving trees in the Church beginning
f[l' " Saturday, November 26, through Sunday,
December 25. The tags are prepared by some
of our candidates were preparing for Confirmation.
Please Do Not Wrap Gifts; use a good bag instead and
secure the Tag on the gift with tape. We will donate
your gift to Sisters of Life, Catholic Charites, St. Mark’s
St. Vincent DePaul Society and the 41st Assembly
District’s Toys for Tots for the Marines.
**Call Mrs. Davis with any questions @ 718-769-6311.
Advent: Advent began on Sunday, November 27. Let us
remember that Advent is a time to slow down, & give
of ourselves, and also be present to others. To prepare
not only our homes for Christmas but to prepare our
hearts for Jesus.

a **Advent Wreath™** The circle of the
wreath, which has no beginning or end,
symbolizes the eternity of God. The evergreens signify
continuous life. Each of the four candles represents the
prayer, penance, preparation, and the good works we
are called to do during Advent. Purple signifies the
“royalty” of Jesus Christ. The pink candle is lit on the
Third Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of Rejoicing. The
candle light reminds us that Jesus comes into the
darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope.




Blue lights for Our Lady
will be placed around the
outdoor shrine as part
of
Light the Bay

for
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: If you would like to honor a loved :

one, the donation is $10.00 per ji

name, which will be listed in the s

bulletin the week after #*
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- Call the rectory by December 21st &
: 718-891-3100 '
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VOCRTIONS GORNER

“The spirit of the Lord God Is upon me, because the \ | 2o
Lord anointed me.” You belong to Christ and Christ is g
God's! How will you respond to so great a love? —

Contact the vocations office @ 718-827-2454 or -\,

email vocations@diobrook.org VO ﬂ §

-
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St. Mark

Sunday, December 24th
4:30 p.m. - Family Mass
12:00 a.m. - Midnight Mass

Monday, December 25th

(Christmas Day)
9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.

St. Margaret Mary
Monday, December 25th
10:30 a.m.

*The rectory office will be closed
Monday, December 25th
&
Tuesday, December 26th

St. Mark

(Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God)
Sunday, December 31st
5:00 p.m.

Monday, January 1st
9:00 am. & 12:00 p.m.

St. Margaret Mary

Monday, January 1st
10:30 a.m.




Introducing the new

'The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has
naver bean easier: at home, on the go, or
from any internet connected device.

Discover thousands of books, audio talks,
movies, documentaries, and studies... there is

somaething for every member of the family to
help them grow closer to Christ and His Church.

Over 4,000 titles - now availabl

Roku etV

Already have a Registering on FORMED is easier

FORMED Account? than ever!

1. Visit FORMED org L Goto FORMED.orafsignup

2 Click Sign n E 2. Entaryaur parish zip cods ar neme ta select your
Click Sign |

3 Enteryouremsll ; FEnsh

4 Click the link in your amail 8. Entar your name and emall

B You'rzin! No more passwords!

Visit FORMED.org or search for "Formed" on your favorite app store

O g the Word

Srd Sunday of
Advent (Year B)

There are many pars in our Christian Faith.
For example, there e Persons in one
God; this God made somethi out of nothing;
God's mother is one of his ions, etc. It can
easy to respond by
repancies. But th
meant to be i
Faith, not rr Nt to be kept secret, but to be
d himself.

the greatest mysteries of our Faith is that

there can be profound jovy ew

the Church drs =
Sunday. In the midst of a season of penance and
vwaiting, we find ourselve lebrating a day

St.Mark~St. Margaret Mary

Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed
on our parish website:
http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org
and on our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn
8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday, and 9:00 a.m. Sunday.
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Date: Friday, January 5th, 2023
Time: 6:30 pm
Place: $t. Mark Catholic Academy

Cost: Adults: $20.00
Kids: $10:00

Salad & beverages included.
*Wine available to be purchased.

* Call the Rectory @ 718-891-3100 to reserve your seat*

Our after dinner movie g

featuring “Polar Express” "" ey
on the big screen!! 1‘

**Don’t miss the fun! Mf- g



MARINE PARK FUNERAL HOME (718) 339-8900
P“EP . www.marineparkfh.com # Parking on Premises
*?% 3024 Quentin Rd (Comer East 31st St.)

Chiropractor
332-7873

Place Your Ad Here and =
I L -Support our Parish! ; 1780 SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BROOKLYN, NY
g aor s B ly eate anc / N/ (718) 397-0533 IG @Clever Monsters
e i mw:undrm-umam 3

| Eqau Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

& Call us today at BE0-399-1785 or email
fr. sileen@CatholicCruisesandTours_com

SAVE up to

66 %

w/promo code

Low Cost Personal Touch Service by Family Owned and Operated

English Bros. Funeral Home

Your Only Neighborhood Funeral Home in Sheepshead Bay
Burial = Cremation * Memorial Service * Pre-need Planning
World Wide Shipping « Military Honors and Gifi for all Veterans = Valet Parking » Street Level Facility with Large Chapels
2203 Avenue Z at East 220 Street Frank Restivo, Owner & Funeral Director 718-743-8459

RE HIRING | i ?g% . Clean N Sparkle

BN ES ES sl HouseCIeanlng e i

e L;l' ‘ Deep CIeaning&Standard Cleaning '«
, WITH PURP o W — PN % 4
R URPOSE. : |ﬂ_, /5 Office Cleaning | Post construction/ | EESTAURANT
ak o frave ontact us at Move-in/out cleaning Italian Cuisine

917-385-9722 | csparkle.com ¥ 2911 West 15" St.

- — - Brooklyn, NY 11235
ﬁ ADT-Monitored 71 8'266'4891
TRACEY Home Security Catering for All
REAL ESTATE, INC. T Occasions
A Family Tradition in Brooklyn From a Name You Can Trust www.gargiulos.com
Ann & Bob Tracey ® Burglary ® Flood Detection

® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

Call for a Free Market Appraisal Today!!
2658 Gerritsen Ave 3819 Ave S

?18_934-naﬂgmymalastata,comﬂa-a?s-“gm AT futhorized | g ogostraets 833- 287 3502

Pre-Arrangement Specialist Valet Parking Serving St. Mark Parish
.. JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME

Here in the neighborhood. Here when you need us SINCE 1904

Dignity
Diep 2005 West 6th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11223 » 718-743-1388
,]{)h n LaGreca Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corp, International
1929

Licensed E\v"']f;'ll'li.'lgt‘i' www.johnjhealeyfuneralhome.com Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019 7135225141

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St, Mark, Brooklyn, NY 03-4066



