“Two Churches - One Community of Faith”

THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michel Pierre-Louis

Devotions:

Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday

Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the

8:30 a.m. Mass.

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Baptism:
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for

parents and godparents are required through Baptism
Matters program. Call the rectory to make an
appointment with a priest two months prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to:
www.bgonlineformation.org/precana for complete
information about marriage preparation in

the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations
suspended, until further notice.)
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.

Parish Office:
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

St. Mark Religious Education:
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis
Youth Ministry Coordinator:
Mr. Michael Davis

Sports Program Director:

Mr. Wayne Walker

St. Vincent De Paul Group:
Mr. Tom Scalese, President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President

Homebound Ministry:

Ministers of Hospitality:
Mr. Tom Scalese, President

Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President

Extraordinary Ministers:
Lectors:

Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator

Rosary Society:
Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President

Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President

Friendship Club:
Ms. Anita Troise, President

Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President

718-891-3100

718-332-9304

718-769-6311
or
347-574-1828

347-401-4288

718-891-0443

718-891-3100

718-891-3100

718-891-3100
718-986-5080

917-517-4260
646-734-8494

718-648-6488
718-332-5105




MNMass

Inmntemticns —

St. Mark Churc%h% o

Saturday, December 9
5:00 p.m. Josephine & Mary Kunik
(Anniversary)

Sunday, December 10
9:00 a.m. Antonio Cusello
12:00 p.m. Frank Santillo

Monday, December 11
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Tuesday, December 12
8:30 a.m. Josephine Mulle

Wednesday, December 13
8:30 a.m. Claudia Mezzarina Rodrigues

Thursday, December 14
8:30 a.m. Phyllis Straka

Friday, December 15
8:30 a.m. Agnes Natoli

Saturday, December 16
8:30 a.m. Josephine Bonanno

John J. Connolly
5:00 p.m. Socorro Clemente
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December 10, 2023
Second Sunday of Advent

As Elnsteln observed, wWhat we're doing during a
specific thimeframe alters our perception of time. n
Advent, we wait for the time of repentance to be over.
Remember: Gool Ls also watting!

21-10 o

lsaiah 40:1-13, 9-11 == AL 2

Psalm £5:8
2 Peter 3:8-14
Mark 1:1-8

Weeks of December 9th-December 16t
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St. Margaret Mary Church

Sunday, December 10
10:30 a.m. Luigi & Maria Cioffi

Wednesday, December 13
9:30 a.m. Living & deceased

members of the Cione, Chille

and McGrisken families

Sunday, December 17
10:30 a.m. Giuseppe & Filomena Gallo
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In honovr of Saint Lucy

Wednesday,

December 13th
Following our
8:30 am Mass,
we will have a

blessing for all

_ those who may

ATRON SAINT = Suffer with eye
ailments.

af the BLIND

St Mm’k~5t Margaret Mary

(All Masses)

Saturday, December 23rd
&

Sunday, December 24th

Bring your baby Jesus
from their crib to be
blessed.



Pastor’s Column December 9 — 10, 2023

“Prepare the way of the Lord!”

A verse in both our Old Testament and Gospel readings this weekend reminds me of the time when, in Septem-
ber of 1975, I set off for the north woods of New Hampshire to attend Dartmouth College, an Ivy League university
located in the town of Hanover. Established in 1769 by Eleazar Wheelock, a Congregational minister who initially
sought to educate Native Americans in the so-called new land, it is one of the nine colonial colleges chartered before
the American Revolution. I was attracted to the school not only for its excellent academic reputation, but also because
it was in an environment as different from Brooklyn and New York City as you can get. Dartmouth is situated between
the Green Mountains of Vermont and the White Mountains of New Hampshire along the Connecticut River in what is
known as the Upper Valley. Truly a wilderness, the nearest urban centers of civilization worth noting are Boston,
roughly a two-and-a-half-hour drive to the south, and Montreal, a three-hour drive to the north. The school’s motto,
appropriately enough, is Vox clamantis in deserto which is Latin for 4 voice of one crying out in the desert. And that
Scripture verse is completed by the motto for Aquinas House, the Catholic Student Center on campus, which is Pre-
pare the way of the Lord.

Those words were first uttered by Isaiah who in our first reading prophesies: “A voice cries out: In the desert,
prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! Every valley shall be filled in,
every mountain and hill shall be made low, the rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a broad valley.”
Then in our Gospel our patron, Saint Mark, applies those words to John the Baptist, who appeared on the scene very
much in the style of an Old Testament Prophet, but who came to usher in the New: “‘Behold, I am sending my messen-
ger ahead of you; he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the desert: Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths.” John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins.” John’s message was one of conversion — the Greek word is metanoia, literally, a turning around of one’s life,
turning away from sin and turning back to God.

How much work still needs to be done on our highways, both literally and figuratively, to prepare the way of
the Lord! Brooklyn may not seem very much like a wilderness, but we live among many people who feel lost, lonely,
alienated, and who are thirsting for the truth. And we are called to be like John the Baptist, modern day heralds who cry
out in the desert of our secular society to prepare Jesus’ way. And we need to do this in two different ways. First, from
without, we need to help transform the structures of society, our government and institutions, so that they are firmly
based on divine law and become models of equality, justice and charity. We must not be afraid to live our faith and put
that faith into practice in this secular culture in which we live so that we can infuse our society with values that protect
all human life, especially the most vulnerable among us. But to do that, we must start from within. We all have our own
valleys of selfishness and self-centeredness which need to be filled in. We all have our own patches of rugged land, be
it our addictions, our quick tempers, our lack of charity, which need to be made into a smooth plain, so that our Lord
can easily travel straight into our hearts in order to transform us into those people whom St. Peter describes in our sec-

ond reading, when he says that we should conduct ourselves “in holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the

coming of the day of God.” -- Fr. Bob /@\ ,
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Sunday Collection: November 26, 2023

St. Mark Church

Collection: $2,829

Attendance: 304

Envelopes Returned: 63

St. Margaret Mary Church
Collection: $310

Attendance: 20

Envelopes Returned: 7

Give Central

Online giving: $851

# of gifts: 37

Annual Catholic Appeal 2022:
Goal: $38.976
Received: $85,016
Returned to Parish ~ $46,040

Annual Catholic Appeal 2023

Goal: $38,976
Pledged: $90,518
Received: $82,749
#Donors: 158

Carol Timoney, Anthony Timoney,

Sally Frances Buccheri,Carol Webb,
Cristina Kurland, Joseph Ingrassia, Michael DeFeo
Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,

Joanne Newlin, Robert Fernandez,

@ PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,

Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,

John Maese, Maria Calise, Josefa Fabian
Nicola Ruvino, Peter & Cecilia Quinones,
Rachel Marin, Romilda Zambelli, Lia Shyetman
Rose Chiusano, Eleanor Resnitsky,
Harold Anderson, Salvatore Comodo
Gilda Ferrera, Francis Barbuto, Glady’s Santiago
Ezilda Passantino, Judy Gerdon, Iris Zammit
Joseph Panicali, Khrystina Donato
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ST. JOHN

OF THE CROSS

God'is
making
a way

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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VOGTONS CORNER

“Like a Shapherd he feeds his flock.” Consider \ ¥

following Christ more closely as a priest,

deacon or in consecrated life. 1 1'
Contact the vocations office @ 718-827-2454 or s
email vocations@diobrook.org

Tocations
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Congratulations

to our
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

who were recognized for being
GRATEFUL during the month of
NOVEMBER.
Great job!

We look forward to acknowledging
our December students of the month
on January 5, who will be
recognized for their generosity.

Office of Faith Formation
347-574-1828
718-769-6311

faithformation122@aol.com
Monday -Thursday-2:30 pm-5:30 pm

Change of Schedule
**First Holy Communion Meeting has been
postponed to January 21st .

St Mark R.C. Parish

RCIA — Rite of Acceptance at the 12:00 PM Mass

A&. **The Giving Tree ** A»

That time of year is here again! We will be helping
less fortunate children and adults during
Christmas. The Advent Giving trees will be
displayed in the Church beginning Saturday,
November 26th , through Sunday, December 17th.
The tags are prepared by some of our

candidates preparing for Confirmation.

Please Do Not Wrap Gifts. A Gift Bag can be Used.
Securely Tape the Tag to The Outside of The Gift.
Your gifts will be donated to Sisters of Life,

Hour Children, Catholic Charities St. Mark’s St.
Vincent de Paul Society, & The 41st Assembly
District’s Toys for Tots for the Marines. **Call Mrs.
Davis with any questions @ 718-769-6311.

Advent began on Sunday, December 3rd . Let us
remember that Advent is a time to slow down
and give of ourselves and be present to others. To
prepare not only our homes for Christmas,

but to prepare our hearts for Jesus.

VOLUNTEER

Christmas Pageant:

We are looking for Children/Youth to Volunteer to
participate in the Christmas Pageant: The
Rehearsals will be held on Friday the 22 st of
December from 4:00 -6:00 pm and Saturday the
23nd from 2:00 — 4:00 pm in the Church. Please
call Mrs. Davis with any questions @ 347 616
7618.
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St. Mark

Sunday, December 24th
4:30 p.m. - Family Mass
12:00 a.m. - Midnight Mass

Monday, December 25th

(Christmas Day)
9:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.

Blue lights for Our Lady
will be placed around the

outdoor shrine as part

St. Margaret Mary

) of Monday, December 25th
Light the Bay 10:30 a.m.
Jor
(CAVISIIIAS *The rectory office will be closed
Monday, December 25th
&

If you would like to honor a [ovec[
one, the donation is $10.00 per
name, which will be (isted in the

bulletin the week after
Christmas.

Call the rectory for details.
718-801-3100

L

Tuesday, December 26th

St. Mark

(Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God)
Sunday, December 31st
5:00 p.m.

Monday, January 1st
9:00 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
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.S't,ﬂmzr£~5t. .Margaret .Mary : St. Margaret Mary
Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed Monday, J anuary Ist
on our parish website: 10:30 a.m.

http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org
and on our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn

8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday, and 9:00 a.m. Sunday. . * * .
FEemet wa=— = * k .
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Knights of Baron DeKalb

3000 EMMONS AVENUE | BROOKLYN, NY
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VALENTINE'S EXTRAVAGANZA

17th 2024
Dinner at 7pm

Show Starts at 8pm
$95 Per Person

! TICKETS IN ADVANCE ONLY!
4@ Event Bright and also in The Tap Room

Build your business and help us grow a vibrant
faith community!

Victoria, from LPi, our bulletin
printer, will be securing new ads for
our church in the coming weeks. As
a valuable member of the business
community, we invite you to expand
your reach and grow your business
with a print ad in our parish bulletin
and/or a digital ad featured on "Your ap
ParishesOnline.com. HERE

a1

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has
never been easier: at home, on the go, or
from any internet connected device.

Discover thousands of books, audio talks,
movies, documentaries, and studies.. there is
something for every member of the family to
help them grow closer to Christ and His Church.

Over 4,000 titles - now available on almost any device!

Roku étv & o

Android

Already have a Registering on FORMED is easier
FORMED Account? than ever!

1' o Crarsug
Visit FORMED:org Go to FORMED.orglsignup

; Click Sign In 2 Enteryour pansh zip code or nama to salect your
3. Enteryour email Pt

&, Glickthe inkinyour emsil 3 Erteryo.yrame and amail

5, You're in! No miore passwords!

Visit FORMED.org or search for “Formed" on your favorite app store

X

Guadalupe: The
Miracle and the

Message

58m

The most important event in the evangelization
of the New World occurred in December, 1531.
Over the course of four days, the Virgin Mary,
under the title of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
appeared to an indigenous convert named Juan
Diego. As a result of this encounter, and the
image miraculously imprinted on Juan Diego's
tilma (cloak), nine million Native Americans
embraced the Catholic faith, and the Americas
began its transformation into the Catholic
hemisphere. Our Lady of Guadalupe's message
of love had replaced the institutionalized
violence of the Aztec culture and built a bridge
between two worlds.




MARINE PARK FUNERAL HOME (718) 339-8900
P“EP . www.marineparkfh.com # Parking on Premises
*?% 3024 Quentin Rd (Comer East 31st St.)

Chiropractor
332-7873

Place Your Ad Here and =
I Lo -Support our Parish! ; 1780 SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BROOKLYN, NY
sz s B ly eate anc / N/ (718) 397-0533 IG @Clever Monsters
e i mw:undrm-umam 3

| Eqau Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

& Call us today at BE0-399-1785 or email
fr. sileen@CatholicCruisesandTours_com

SAVE up to

66 %

w/promo code

Low Cost Personal Touch Service by Family Owned and Operated

English Bros. Funeral Home

Your Only Neighborhood Funeral Home in Sheepshead Bay
Burial « Cremation * Memorial Service * Pre-need Planning
World Wide Shipping « Military Honors and Gifi for all Veterans = Valet Parking = Street Level Facility with Large Chapels
2203 Avenue Z at East 22 Street ek Restive), chwosei Enaseal Diostr 718-743-8459

RE HIRING | i ?g% . Clean N Sparkle

BN ES ES sl HouseCIeanlng e i

e L;l' ‘ Deep CIeaning&Standard Cleaning '«
, WITH PURP o W — PN s 4
R URPOSE. : |ﬂ_, /5 Office Cleaning | Post construction/ | EESTAURANT
ak o frave ontact us at Move-in/out cleaning Italian Ciitsine

917-385-9722 | csparkle.com ¥ 2911 West 15" St.

- — - Brooklyn, NY 11235
ﬁ ADT-Monitored 71 8‘266'4891
TRACEY Home Security Catering for All
REAL ESTATE, INC. P ————— Occasions
A Family Tradition in Brooklyn From a Name You Can Trust www.gargiulos.com
Ann & Bob Tracey ® Burglary ® Flood Detection

® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

Call for a Free Market Appraisal Today!!
2658 Gerritsen Ave 3619 Ave S

?18-934-naﬂ%mymalastata,com}"r8-3?6-4994 AT futhorized | 6 oo Straets 833- 287 3502

Pre-Arrangement Specialist Valet Parking Serving St. Mark Parish
.. JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME

Here in the neighborhood. Here when you need us SINCE 1904

Dignity
Diep 2005 West 6th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11223 » 718-743-1388
,]{)h n LaGreca Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corp, International
1929

Licensed E\v"']f;'ll'li.'lgt‘i' www.johnjhealeyfuneralhome.com Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019 7135225141

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St, Mark, Brooklyn, NY 03-4066



