THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michel Pierre-Louis

Devotions:

Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday

Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the

8:30 a.m. Mass.

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Baptism:
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for

parents and godparents are required through Baptism
Matters program. Call the rectory to make an
appointment with a priest two months prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to:
www.bgonlineformation.org/precana for complete
information about marriage preparation in

the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations
suspended, until further notice.)
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.

Parish Office:
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto

718-891-3100

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis or
Youth Ministry Coordinator: 347-574-1828
Mr. Michael Davis

Sports Program Director:
Mr. Wayne Walker

718-332-9304

347-401-4288

St. Vincent De Paul Group: 718-891-0443
Mr. Tom Scalese, President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President

Homebound Ministry: 718-891-3100

Ministers of Hospitality: 718-891-3100
Mr. Tom Scalese, President

Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President
Extraordinary Ministers:

Lectors:

Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator
Rosary Society:

Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President

Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President
Friendship Club:

Ms. Anita Troise, President

Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President

718-891-3100
718-986-5080

917-517-4260
646-734-8494

718-648-6488
718-332-5105
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St. Mark Church

Saturday, November 18
5:00 p.m. Hut Fo Wing

Sunday, November 19
9:00 a.m Kai Cancemi
12:00 p.m. Catarina Cancemi

Monday, November 20
8:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Tuesday, November 21
8:30 a.m. Jason Lopresti

Wednesday, November 22
8:30 a.m. Dee Scala (Happy Birthday)
7:30 a.m. Joseph Bish

Thursday, November 23
8:30 a.m. Robert Koch

Friday, November 24
8:30 a.m. Carrie B. Moore

Saturday, November 25
8:30 a.m. Manzi, Rivera & O’'Donnell Families

5:00 p.m. Pous Lee
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St. Margaret Mary Church
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Sunday, November 19
10:30 a.m. Ann & Sal Savino

Wednesday, November 22
9:30 a.m. Luigi & Maria Cioffi

Sunday, November 26
10:30 a.m. Joseph Vitanza

November 19, 2023
The Thirty-Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

God's generous gifts may not always be
readily Visible. Living our lives
according to cod’s will, however, will
give us something to show for those

gifts.

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
Psalm 12814a
1 Thessalonlans 5:1-6
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Carol Timoney, Anthony Timoney,
Sally Frances Buccheri,Carol Webb,

Matthew 2514 or 25:[14-15, 19-24]
Cristina Kurland, Joseph Ingrassia, Michael DeFeo
Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,

Joanne Newlin, Robert Fernandez,

John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,
Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,
John Maese, Maria Calise, Josefa Fabian
Nicola Ruvino, Peter & Cecilia Quinones,
Rachel Marin, Romilda Zambelli, Lia Shyetman
Rose Chiusano, Eleanor Resnitsky,
Harold Anderson, Salvatore Comodo
Gilda Ferrera, Francis Barbuto, Glady’s Santiago
Ezilda Passantino, Judy Gerdon, Iris Zammit
Joseph Panicali, Khrystina Donato

Fr. Bob-, Fr. Michel
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Pastor’s Column November 18 — 19, 2023

“Well done my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities.

Come, share your master’s joy.”

Our Gospel for this next to last Sunday of our liturgical year is known as the parable of the talents. It begins, “A man going
on a journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to another two; to a third one —
to each according to his ability. Then he went away.” Now a talent was not any kind of coin but a measure of value worth about one
hundred pounds of silver. A talent was the equivalent of roughly fifteen years’ wages for a working man, not an insignificant sum.
And in a commentary on this Gospel passage our Holy Father Pope Francis tells us that “the man in the parable represents Jesus, we
are the servants, and the talents are the inheritance that the Lord entrusts to us. [...] His Word, the Eucharist, faith in the heavenly
Father, his forgiveness ... in other words, so many things, his most precious treasures. [...] In the parable, talents represent the rich-
es of the Lord, which he entrusts to us so that we make them bear fruit.” In the parable, the good and faithful servants are the ones
who put what was entrusted to them to use and returned it with interest, while the wicked, lazy servant buried and hid what was
given to him.

This parable has some important lessons for us. First, it shows how much God knows us and loves us and trusts us. Alt-
hough He is our Master and we are His servants, He does not treat us like servants. The man in the parable does not leave a detailed
list of instructions or require that his servants sign a promissory note. Moreover, he does not give the same to every servant but “to
each according to his ability.” God knows each of us personally and wants and expects us to get to know Him. He entrusts us with
what is right for us. God never demands from us abilities we have not got, but he does demand that we should use to the full those
abilities that he does give us.

Next, those treasures that God gives us are not meant to be locked up in vault to be protected for safekeeping. Instead, they
are to be used for the benefit of others. All the gifts of nature and grace that God entrusts to us are meant to yield a profit. It does not
matter what we have received; what matters is our generosity in putting what we have received to good use. Whatever we have been
given, little or great, we must lay at the service of the Lord. The wicked and lazy servant buried his talent in the ground in order that
he might hand it back to his Master exactly as it was. God’s gifts are not to be selfishly horded or to be lazily and carelessly neglect-
ed. Saint Josemaria Escriva, founder of Opus Dei wrote, “Don’t lose your effectiveness; instead, trample on your selfishness. You
think your life is for yourself? Your life is for God, for the good of all men, through your love for our Lord. Your buried talent, dig
it up again! Make it yield.”

Finally, this parable teaches us that our reward for work well done is to be given more work to do. To work in the Lord’s
vineyard is itself its own reward. The Master tells the good and faithful servants, “Since you were faithful in small matters, I will
give you great responsibilities.” There is a saying, “There are no small roles, only small actors.” God’s calls each of us to play a
unique and irreplaceable part in his great story of salvation. And one day we will be asked to give an accounting of our stewardship
of the gifts that God has given us. So as we prepare first for our great national celebration of Thanksgiving and then soon after for
our Lord’s coming at Christmas, let’s be generous in sharing those unique gifts which God has entrusted to each one of us with one
another, and most especially with the poor and all those in need, so that when God does settle accounts with us we may hear Him
say those comforting words to us: “Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give

you great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.” -- Fr. Bob




Office of the Bishop

Diocese of Brooklyn

310 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, New York 11215

November 3, 2023

To the Clergy, Staffs and the Faithful parishioners of Brooklyn and Queens,

Recently, I met with our Viear General, Regional Vicars, local Deans and priests during our annual Priest Convocation
in Douglaston. During this gathering. we discussed important issues that we will need to address in the near future, like
new models of parish life, possible collaborations among parishes regarding Religious Education and other ministries,
as well as assessing the current Mass schedules at all our parishes.

Allow me to share with you some statistics that were shared with the priests:

» [n 2017, Mass attendance in our Diocese was reported at an average of 205,502 people per weekend. In 2022, the
average was reported at 124,031, Due to demographic changes as well as the overall national trend of fewer Catholics
attending Sunday Mass regularly, we see a decrease of nearly 40 percent in Mass attendance in our diocese in the last 5
years. This decline in Mass attendance means that we have in many parishes throughout the diocese large capacity
churches with a significantly reduced Mass size.

* Due to a high number of priest retirements and deaths in recent years, there are fewer priests serving in our 175 parishes.

* In our diocese Mass is celebrated in 14 different languages on a weekly basis and in 26 languages monthly. This unique
pastoral challenge in combination with the reduced number of clergy with bi-lingual skills further complicates the ability
to best serve our parishes with specific language needs.

There is no simple solution to these issues. In many of our parishes it is evident that we do not need so many separate
Masses to accommodate the number of parishioners in attendance at Sunday Eucharist each week. We are asking pastors
and administrators throughout the diocese in Brooklyn and Queens, in consultation with their pastoral councils, to review
and evaluate their Mass schedules. In many parishes, the number of Masses celebrated each weekend could be reduced
by at least one or maybe more Masses, depending on the number of people attending and the capacity of each church.

Additionally, your pastor in coordination with your Regional Vicar and local Dean, are beginning discussions at the
deanery level concerning possible collaborations among neighboring parishes regarding Religious Education programs
and other ministries, that could possibly lead to formal parish partnerships.

I ask for your openness and cooperation with these possible changes. Not every parish will be affected, but most will go
through some sort of adjustment, in order to be able to most effectively serve the current needs of the People of God in
our great Diocese.

Be assured of my prayers for each of you, and may [ humbly ask for your prayers, especially for our pastors and
administrators, and all those who will be part of these discussions taking place throughout our parishes and deaneries.

urs in Christ,

F obert J. Brennan
Bishop of Brdgklyn
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saint Mark Catholic Academy

SAINT MARK CATHOLIC ACADEMY

~ FAMILY'
. CHRISHAS & .,'
% MBI0BINGO

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY AND

“' CHILDREN OF ANY AGE!

« "~ FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15TH

6:30PM - 9PM (DOORS OPEN AT 6)
$10 CHILDREN - $15 ADULTS

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT,

NAME THAT TUNE, JOINUSFORA
BINGO AND A DANCE FESTIVE NIGHT OF
PARTY ALL ROLLED BINGO, DANCING,
INTO ONE! PRIZES AND FUN.

" TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
*HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/4A28B7HY

"'wf.

Office of Faith Formation
347-574-1828
718-769-6311

faithformation122@aol.com
Monday -Thursday-2:30 pm-5:30 pm

St. Mark R.C. Parish

Reminder:

Child Lures: One
of the requirements from the diocesan office is that we
provide a safe and secure environment for all the children in
our program— the Parish of St. Mark-St. Margaret Mary is
committed to providing such an environment, but we all must
be aware of the daily unsafe and insecure situations our
children encounter. Therefore, the Catholic Bishop
Conference of the United States has provided us with a
program called “Child Lures.” Our diocese office mandates
that we implement this program in every parish academy and
religious agenda. This can only be completed if you, as
parents, cooperate in this endeavor. Upcoming presentations
have been scheduled for the Religious Education program.
Class for 6™ grade -Catch- up Grade will be held on Sunday,
November 19, @ 10:15 am in the Lion’s Den.

The Faith Formation Program will be holding a Thanksgiving
can and non-perishables collection. Please send items in with
your child to class, starting Sunday, November 5 to the 19" .

Service Hours for all confirmation candidates:
Children preparing for Confirmation need to perform service
hours. The following dates are opportunities. We are
preparing the gift tags for the Giving Tree for needy children
and families at Christmas time and the Light the Bay Tree
setup.

Days and hours of services. You must sign up:

Saturday, November 25th. Artificial trees are to be put up
with tags for the needy in the church—time to

be announced.

THAN GIVING
Cerr

!The Giving Tree!!

That time of year is here again! We will be helping less
fortunate children and adults during Christmas.

The Advent Giving trees will be displayed in the Church
beginning Saturday, November 25th, through Sunday,
December 17th. The tags are prepared by some of our
candidates preparing for Confirmation.

PLEASE FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS ON THE TAG &
TAPE SECURELY TO THE OUTSIDE OF THE GIFT.
Your gifts will be donated to Sisters of Life, Hour Children,
Catholic Charities, St. Mark’s St. Vincent de Paul Society,
& The 41st Assembly District’s Toys for Tots for the
Marines. **Call Mrs. Davis with any questions @,
718-769-6311
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Friendship Club

7% 2602 East 19th Street

 Brookiyn, NY
Christmas Boutique
Date: Saturday, December 2nd
Time: 9:200am-5:00pm
Place: $t. Mark Catholic Academy
School Cafeteria
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All vendors welcomed
6 ft tables-$25.00----- 8 ft tables-$30. oo
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Prosident: Anita 7186436488
Vice President: Della T18:332:5105
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Our after dinner movie MB“““
Featuring “EIf” oy a
: AT W on the big screen!!
St. Mark Rosary Society "l '] **You don’t want to miss the fun!

Annual Christmas Dinner
Date: Friday, December 1, 2023

Monday, December 11th .
7:00 pm Cost-$70.00 |  Time: 6:30 pm

Gargiulo’s Restaurant { .
2011 West 15th St. v ) Place: $t. Mark Catholic Academy

Cost: Adults: $20.00

| dancing, priges, 50/50. Come ejoy a fabulous time wilh friends. Kids: $10:00
* Dow’t miss a great party! ‘ Salad & beverages included.
Tor reservations : 4 *Wine available to be purchased.
Katly Fackovec @ 917-517-4260 or Marie Sommer@646-734-8494 : ** Call the Rectory @ 718-891-3100
TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT
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Letters have gone out to those who have previously sponsored a tree. If you have
done so in the past, and would like to once again participate, pleas call the rectory.
* Please note: There are a limited number of trees available, so please make your pledge early.

Gift levels:
$225.(White) F 3 4
$500. (Green)
‘ "8 3750. (Red) ‘
‘ $1000.(Silver)
$2000.(Gold)

*Your personalized message consisting of 5-10 words) :
will be on a sign near your tree.

Come join us!
Sunday, December 10th @ 4.:00 pm
(Journey to the Inn)
for the unveiling
of our
Angel Tree
in
St. Mark Church.
and
our outside Tree lighting
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