THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci

Parochial Vicar: Fr. Michel Pierre-Louis

Devotions:

Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday

Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the

8:30 a.m. Mass.

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Baptism:
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for

parents and godparents are required through Baptism
Matters program. Call the rectory to make an
appointment with a priest two months prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to:
www.bgonlineformation.org/precana for complete
information about marriage preparation in

the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations
suspended, until further notice.)
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from 10:00
a.m.— 3:00 p.m.

Parish Office:
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto

718-891-3100

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311
Mrs. Marieange Daniel-Davis or
Youth Ministry Coordinator: 347-574-1828
Mr. Michael Davis

Sports Program Director:
Mr. Wayne Walker

718-332-9304

347-401-4288

St. Vincent De Paul Group: 718-891-0443
Mr. Tom Scalese, President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President

Homebound Ministry: 718-891-3100

Ministers of Hospitality: 718-891-3100
Mr. Tom Scalese, President

Mr. Bernie Dufort, Vice President
Extraordinary Ministers:

Lectors:

Ms. Ninetta LoPinto, Coordinator
Rosary Society:

Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President

Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President
Friendship Club:

Ms. Anita Troise, President

Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President

718-891-3100
718-986-5080

917-517-4260
646-734-8494

718-648-6488
718-332-5105




December 3, 2023
First Sunday of Advent

MNMass
Inmntemticns —

St. Mark Churcﬁh% -

Saturday, December 2
5:00 p.m. Dorita Pajuelo

Whether children or adults, the destre
for sovebody to see or notice our
accomplishments is strong. But God
Looks at everything-including our
failures and attempts to buprove.

Sunday, December 3
9:00 a.m. Peter V. Warren

lsalah 63:1160-17, 19b; 64:2-7
Psalm g0-:4

(Birthday) 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
12:00 p.m. Joseph Cappucci Mark 12:32-27
Christopher Adams

Monday, December 4

8:30 a.m. Camela Raniolo She Feast

the

Tuesday, December 5 5 .

8:30 a.m. Julia Guerra Jmmaculate Conception

(Friday, Decembien Sth)

Wednesday, December 6 Mass schedule

8:30 a.m. Teresa Cafaro Fhunsdag, D vor. Tth
Thursday, December 7 7:30 pm

8:30 a.m. People of the Parish i )

7:30 p.m. Joseph Raniolo Friday, Decembier Sth

8:00 am. &£ 10:00 a.m.
Friday, December 8 (Immaculate Conception)
8:00 a.m. Peter V. Warren Happy Birthday)

10:00 am Josephine Bonnano

Saturday, December 9
8:30 a.m. John J. Connolly

5:00 p.m. Josephine & Mary Kunik Anniversary)
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St. Margaret Mary Church

Sunday, December 3
10:30 a.m. Gerard Gagliardi

Wednesday, December 6

9:30 a.m. Living & Deceased
members of the Cione, Chille &
McGrisken families

Sunday, December 10
10:30 a.m. Luigi & Maria Cioffi
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Pastor’s Column December 2 — 3, 2023

“Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.”

This weekend we start a new liturgical year as we celebrate the First Sunday of Advent. This year we will use the “B”
cycle of readings which prominently features the Gospel of one of our patrons, St. Mark. And we begin by focusing on the end. In
our Gospel reading, Our Lord urges his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will come.” This pas-
sage is found near the end of Mark’s Gospel. Right after this, Mark writes about Jesus’ betrayal by Judas and His Passion, Death
and Resurrection, so Jesus could easily be warning his disciples to be vigilant with respect to those significant and trying events
which lie ahead of them. But the actual time to which Jesus is referring is His Second Coming at the end of the world, when as
King, as we heard in last weekend’s Gospel, He will sit upon his throne in judgment of the living and the dead.

The term “Advent” is an anglicized version of the Latin word “Adventus” which means coming. The season of Advent is
one of joy, expectant waiting, and preparation for the coming of Christ from three different perspectives which correspond to three
invocations from one of the Penitential Rites we sometimes use at the beginning of Mass. We anticipate the joy of the Nativity, the
birth of our Messiah into human history who came at a particular moment in time to gather the nations into the peace of God’s
Kingdom. And we expectantly wait and prepare for Christ our King, who will come again in glory with salvation for us his people
on the last day at the end of time. And in between those two great interventions of God in human history and comings of Our Lord,
we remain vigilant and alert for Christ who comes to us in Word and Sacrament in our daily lives, often in the form of the poor and
those most in need.

In our Gospel, Jesus uses the image of the lord of an estate who goes away on a trip and leaves his servants in charge of
his property while he is away, but whose return is unknown and can happen at any time. Jesus warns us: “Watch, therefore; you do
not know when the lord of the house is coming, whether in the evening or at midnight or at cockcrow, or in the morning. May he
not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: “Watch!””

Four times in this short gospel reading Jesus tells us to watch or be watchful. We must watch because we do not know
when the Lord will come, so we must be prepared. Vigilance is, above all, love. A person who loves God keeps His command-
ments and looks forward to Christ’s return; for our passing life in this world is nothing but a period of hope and waiting for our
eternal life in the next. It is the way to our ultimate encounter with Christ the Lord. And as we heard in last weekend’s Gospel, the
way that we will be judged in that ultimate encounter is by the love we have shown in our daily encounters with Christ by helping
those most in need, by feeding a hungry person, giving a drink to a thirsty person, clothing the naked person, and visiting and car-
ing for a sick person. It is in the here and now that we prepare for the hereafter.

My brothers and sisters, we live in the shadow of eternity, but that is no reason for fearful and hysterical expectation. Ra-
ther, it does mean that day by day our work must be done and done well. It means that we must so live our lives that it does not
matter when Jesus comes. It gives us the great challenge of making every day fit for him to see and being at any moment ready to
meet him face to face. All life becomes a preparation to meet Christ Our King. With all the distractions this time of year, as we are
bombarded with noise about Black Friday sales and inundated with ads regarding the latest gadgets and things that will supposedly
make us happy, let’s use this season of Advent wisely. Let’s focus our preparations on our minds and hearts so that we might be

alert and ready for the Lord whenever He comes to meet us, in time or at the end of time. -- Fr. Bob
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Sunday Collection: November 19, 2023

St. Mark Church

Collection: $3,616

Attendance: 373

Envelopes Returned: 72

St. Margaret Mary Church
Collection: $379

Attendance: 29

Envelopes Returned: 10

Give Central

Online giving: $911

# of gifts: 35

Annual Catholic Appeal 2022:
Goal: $38,976
Received: $85,016

Returned to Parish ~ $46,040

Annual Catholic Appeal 2023

Goal: $38,976
Pledged: $90,518
Received: $82,724
#Donors: 158
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et us walk
in the light
of the Lord

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK

Carol Timoney, Anthony Timoney,

Sally Frances Buccheri,Carol Webb,
Cristina Kurland, Joseph Ingrassia, Michael DeFeo
Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,

Joanne Newlin, Robert Fernandez,

John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,

Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,

John Maese, Maria Calise, Josefa Fabian
Nicola Ruvino, Peter & Cecilia Quinones,
Rachel Marin, Romilda Zambelli, Lia Shyetman
Rose Chiusano, Eleanor Resnitsky,
Harold Anderson, Salvatore Comodo
Gilda Ferrera, Francis Barbuto, Glady’s Santiago
Ezilda Passantino, Judy Gerdon, Iris Zammit
Joseph Panicali, Khrystina Donato

St.Mark~St. Margaret Mary

Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed
on our parish website:
http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org
and on our Facebook page:
http://’www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn
8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday, and 9:00 a.m. Sunday.
Holy Hour- noon- 1:00 p.m. Monday — Friday

Introdqu.:tbe-:naw.

FORMED

“The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has
never been easier: at home, on the go, or
from any internet connected device.

Discover thousands of books, audio talks,
mavies, documentaries, and studies.. there is
something for every member of the family to
help them grow closer to Christ and His Church.

Over 4,000 titles - now available on almost any device!

Roku e&tv ' s

Andraid

Already have a Registering on FORMED is easier
FORMED Account? than ever!

Visit FORMED 61 1 Goto FORMED omgfsignup

Click Sign In 2 Entaryour parish zip code or name to select your

parish
Entar your amai

-

Enter your nama and email

mob oW

Click the link in your amail
‘You're in! Mo more passwords!

Visit FORMED.org or search for "Formed" on your favorite app stara

Saint Nicholas: The Real Story

Saint Nicholas: The

Real Story

55m

Everybody knows the story of Santa Claus, the
red—suited figure who lives at the North Pole
and distributes gifts to good children every
Christmas eve. But is there any historical
evidence on which this jolly old character is
based? Was there a real Santa Claus? To answer
that question, host Mark Wilson, a distinguished
historian and archeologist travels not to the
North Pole but to modern day Turkey and Italy.
There he uncovers clues that lead to the truth
about the man behind the legend.
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Mo Dalby s founth qrade cfaso had an in-school
field tip in fate Dosember when a apecial visitor
o sisit Huoix cfass and discussed hon thesy can be

Office of Faith Formation
347-574-1828
718-769-6311

faithformation122@aol.com
Monday -Thursday-2:30 pm-5:30 pm
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**First Holy Communion**

Sunday, December 10, 2023, Second Proximate Preparation
gathering in the school cafeteria at 10:15 am followed by the
12:00 pm mass. Enter through the schoolyard.

**The Giving Tree **

That time of year is here again! We will be helping less
fortunate children and adults during Christmas. The Advent
Giving trees will be dlsplayed in the Church beginning
Saturday, November 26", through Sunday, December 17th.
The tags are prepared by some of our candidates preparing
for Confirmation. Please Do Not Wrap Gifts. A Gift Bag can
be Used. Securely Tape the Tag to The Outside of The Gift.
Your gifts will be donated to Sisters of Life, Hour Children,
Catholic Charities St. Mark’s St. Vincent de Paul Society, &
The 41st Assembly District’s Toys for Tots for the Marines.
**Call Mrs. Davis with any questions @ 718-769-6311.
Advent began on Sunday, December 3". Let us remember
that Advent is a time to slow down and give of ourselves and
be present to others. To prepare not only our homes for
Christmas, but to prepare our hearts for Jesus.

**Advent Wreath**

The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end,
symbolized the eternity of God. The evergreens signify
continuous life. Each of the four candles represent the pray,
penance, preparation and the good works we are called to do
during Advent. The color purple signifies the “royalty” of
Jesus Christ. The pink candle is lit on the Third Sunday of
Advent, which is the Sunday of Rejoicing. The light of the
candle reminds us that Jesus comes into the darkness of our
lives to bring newness, life, and hope. We gradually add more
light each Sunday until Christ, our Light, comes at Christmas.

** When in Church **

Some of us need to be reminded at times how blessed we are
to have a place as beautiful as ours in which to worship God.
When we come to Church we are on “Holy Ground” in a
“consecrated place.” That calls all of us to a spirit of
reverence and respect, the same reverence and respect shown
by arriving on time for Mass and not leaving early before the
liturgy has ended. It means NO loud talking so others may
pray, NO CELL PHONES heard ringing or being used. What
we “wear” to Church also says a lot to those about how
important the Eucharist is to us. We can do all these things
simply by appreciating “where” we are and still make our
Church a place & time of welcome, warmth & friendship for
all who come to worship.
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Blue lights for Our Lady
will be placed around the
outdoor shrine as part
of
Light the Bay

for

CAVISEIndgs

If you would like to honor a loved
one, the donation is $10.00 per
name, which will be listed in the
bulletin the week after
Christmas.

Call the rectory by December 21st

718-891-3100
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OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN RY

-DECEMBER 8-

§t. Mark Rosary Society
Annual Christmas Dinner

Monday, December 11th
7:00 pm (0st-$70.00
Gargiulo’s Restaurant
2011 West 15th St.

Please join us o celebrate the Holiday’s with fine food, misic
dancing, prizes, 50/50. (ome énjoy a labulois fime with friends.
8 Don’l miss a gréal party!

For reservations :
Kally Fackovee @ 917-517-4260 or Marie Sommer@646-734-8494

Date: Friday, December 8,2023
Place: Lions Den
Time: 5:00 pm-8:00 pm

Ager: M-18

Come join wp!

@ ***Time change™***

%%‘ o s s sfe o of ol o ol ol e e e o o o o o o ol o ol ol ol ol ol ol e e ol o o o o o ok ol ol o ol ol ol ol ol i e ol o o o ok ok ol ol ot o ol ol ol ok ol ol ol ok ok

VOCATIONS GORNE;

“Yet, O’ Lord, you are our Father: we are the clay and

you are the potter: we are all the work of your hands. "If you
think that God is calling you to serve as a priest, deacon,
sister or brother, contact the Vocation office @ 718-827-
2454 or email

Vocaldhs
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Letters have gone out to those who have previously sponsored a tree. If you have
done so in the past, and would like to once again participate, pleas call the rectory.
* Please note: There are a limited number of trees available, so please make your pledge early.

Gift levels:
$225.(White) F 3 4

$500. (Gree)
A " 5750, Red) F Y

‘ $1000.(Silver)
$2000.(Gold)

*Your personalized message consisting of 5-10 words)
will be on a sign near your tree.

Come join us!
Sunday, December 10th @ 4.:00 pm
(Journey to the Inn)
for the unveiling
of our
Angel Tree
in
St. Mark Church.
and
our outside Tree lighting




MARINE PARK FUNERAL HOME (718) 339-8900
P“EP . www.marineparkfh.com # Parking on Premises
*?% 3024 Quentin Rd (Comer East 31st St.)

Chiropractor
332-7873

Place Your Ad Here and =
I Lo -Support our Parish! ; 1780 SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD, BROOKLYN, NY
sz s B ly eate anc / N/ (718) 397-0533 IG @Clever Monsters
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| Eqau Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

& Call us today at BE0-399-1785 or email
fr. sileen@CatholicCruisesandTours_com

SAVE up to

66 %

w/promo code

Low Cost Personal Touch Service by Family Owned and Operated

English Bros. Funeral Home

Your Only Neighborhood Funeral Home in Sheepshead Bay
Burial « Cremation * Memorial Service * Pre-need Planning
World Wide Shipping « Military Honors and Gifi for all Veterans = Valet Parking = Street Level Facility with Large Chapels
2203 Avenue Z at East 22 Street ek Restive), chwosei Enaseal Diostr 718-743-8459

RE HIRING | i ?g% . Clean N Sparkle

BN ES ES sl HouseCIeanlng e i

e L;l' ‘ Deep CIeaning&Standard Cleaning '«
, WITH PURP o W — PN s 4
R URPOSE. : |ﬂ_, /5 Office Cleaning | Post construction/ | EESTAURANT
ak o frave ontact us at Move-in/out cleaning Italian Ciitsine

917-385-9722 | csparkle.com ¥ 2911 West 15" St.

- — - Brooklyn, NY 11235
ﬁ ADT-Monitored 71 8‘266'4891
TRACEY Home Security Catering for All
REAL ESTATE, INC. P ————— Occasions
A Family Tradition in Brooklyn From a Name You Can Trust www.gargiulos.com
Ann & Bob Tracey ® Burglary ® Flood Detection

® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

Call for a Free Market Appraisal Today!!
2658 Gerritsen Ave 3619 Ave S

?18-934-naﬂ%mymalastata,com}"r8-3?6-4994 AT futhorized | 6 oo Straets 833- 287 3502

Pre-Arrangement Specialist Valet Parking Serving St. Mark Parish
.. JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME

Here in the neighborhood. Here when you need us SINCE 1904

Dignity
Diep 2005 West 6th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11223 » 718-743-1388
,]{)h n LaGreca Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corp, International
1929

Licensed E\v"']f;'ll'li.'lgt‘i' www.johnjhealeyfuneralhome.com Allen Pkwy, Houston, TX 77019 7135225141

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St, Mark, Brooklyn, NY 03-4066



