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St. Mark Church     
2609 East 19th Street    
Brooklyn, New York 11235  
 

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday:5:00  p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   8:00  a.m. 
              10:15  a.m. Family Mass                          
                                    12:30  p.m. 
 
Weekdays: 8:30 a.m. 
Holy Days: 7:30 p.m. Vigil Mass           
                   8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
 
Phone:  718-891-3100   
Fax:       718-891-9677 

“With God all things are possible” 

Parish Office: 718-891-3100 
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni 
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto 
St. Mark Catholic Academy 718-332-9304 
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal 
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary  
St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311 
Ms. Jo Ann Pino 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: 347-574-1828 
Mr. Michael Davis  
Sports Program Director: 347-401-4288 
Mr. Wayne Walker 
St. Mark Choir:                      
Contact Fr. Michael Panicali                    718-891-3100 
St. Vincent De Paul Group:  718-891-0443 
Mr. Tom Scalese, President 
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President 
Homebound Ministry:  718-891-3100 
Ministers of Hospitality:   718-891-3100 
Mr. Tom Scalese 
Extraordinary Ministers:  718-891-3100 
Coordinator: 
Lectors:    
Ms. Ninetta L oPinto, Coordinator             718-986-5080 
Rosary Society: 
Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President  917-517-4260 
Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President  718-743-0977 
Friendship Club: 
Ms. Anita Troise, President   718-648-6488 
Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President  718-332-5105 

Devotions:   
Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday 
Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the 
8:30 a.m. Mass. 
Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday  
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Baptism:  
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for 
parents and godparents are required through Baptism 
Matters program.  Call the rectory to make an 
appointment with a priest two months prior to the 
Baptism. 
 

Marriage:  
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least  
6 months in advance. Please log on to  
www.bqonlineformation.org/precana for complete  
information about marriage preparation in  
the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.    

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations  
suspended, until  further notice.) 
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
 

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly 
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.  
 

Appointment to see a Priest: 
If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please  
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through  
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from  
10:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY 

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci                               Deacon: Rev. Mr. Paul Morin  
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Michael Panicali                                       In Residence: Rev. Joseph P. Quigley      



  St. Mark Church  
 
Saturday, December 4 
  5:00 p.m.  Dominic Cingari 
 
Sunday,   December 5 
  8:00 a.m.  People of the Parish 
10:15 a.m. Victor & Theresa Russo 
12:30 p.m. Julia Guerra 
 
 Monday, December 6 
  8:30 a.m.  Fausto Cuadrado (25th Anniversary) 
 
Tuesday, December 7 

  8:30 a.m.   Teresa Cafaro (41st Anniversary) 
 7:30 p.m. Rosie Romano (In Remembrance) 
 
Wednesday, December 8   Immaculate Conception 
 8:00 a.m.  Rosa Infante 
10:00 a.m. Theresa Russo 
 
Thursday, December 9 
 8:30 a.m.  Mike & Joe Maese 
 
Friday, December 10 
 8:30 a.m. Phyllis C. Keenan   
 
Saturday, December 11 
 8:30 a.m. Frank Maisillo 
 5:00 p.m. Josephine & Mary Kunik 
                  

 
St. Margaret Mary Church 
 
Sunday, December 5 
     11:00 a.m. The 19th Anniversary of         
                                         Franz Chille MD 
  
Wednesday, December 8 
    Immaculate Conception 
  9:00 a.m. Gerard Gagliardi 
  
Sunday, December 12 
    11:00 a.m. Teresa Alaia 
                      

December 5, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent 

In our lives that seem to be filled with chasms, we 
must recall that none is so deep that God cannot 
bridge it. And so we hang on 
joyfully! 
 Todays Readings:  
Baruch-5:1-9 
Psalm 126:3 
Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
Luke 3:1-6 
*Today we light the second  
purple candle of the Advent wreath. It is called the 
Bethlehem Candle or Candle of preparation. God kept his 
promise of a Savior who would be born in Bethlehem. 
(Luke 3:4-6) 

 
Tina Cook, Daniel Paluszek,  

Lisa Lovbosco,  
Laura Durant, Hope Schwartz,  

    Marie Giannotti,  
Carissa D’Alba, Kimberly Palmo, Alfred DeMola,  
Walter Brady, Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,  

Romilda Zambelli, John Angelo Buccheri,  
Raymond Fazio, Mark Aragona, Olivia LaSpina,  

Saul Godinez, Maria Calise, Rachel Marin,  
Joseph John Buccheri, Sally Frances Buccheri,  

Barbara Harris, Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,  
Christopher Walker, Joanne Newlin,  

Nina Pionegro, Anna Monaco, Robert Fernandez, 
 Rose Chiusano, Marcus Gonclaves,  

Jennifer Russo, Lisa Weiner, Anthony Timoney, 
 John Maese, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,  
Ron & Danielle McGrisken, Thomas Ciccone,  

John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Peter & Cecilia Quinones, 
Carol Webb, Ann Toussaint, George Marshall, 

Cristina Kurland, 
Lia Shteyman 

              The Feast  
                 of the 
      Immaculate Conception                        
                 observed  
Tuesday, December 7th -7:30 pm 
                     &  
    Wednesday, December 8th                       
                                                        at the 
        8:00 & 10:00 am Masses                           
                                                             at  
                        St. Mark Church 



                                                                                                                               
      Second Sunday of Advent                                                                                                                                 December 5, 2021                           
                                                                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 
 

What’s Behind the Curtain… 
 

 
     It’s impossible to avoid seeing the massive black curtain presently hanging at the Blessed Mother side altar 
in our church, hiding the steel scaffolding in place as the Adoration of the Christ display is assembled.  Though 
unsightly, I used it to my advantage preaching the homily this past Wednesday morning to our academy’s 
second-grade classes.   
     The curtain, I said, apologizing for using a grown-up word, is analogous to what is going on in our Advent 
season, and really what took place throughout salvation history up until the Incarnation of Christ, some two 
thousand years ago.  The children on Wednesday had an idea of what was behind the curtain.  They sensed it 
was something important, and was going to be something beautiful.  For now, they had to use their 
imagination.  What was to come, was not to be revealed, until the appropriate time (which in our case, will be 
on Sunday, December 12, with the unveiling ceremony.)   
   
     Similarly,  what was begun with Abraham, given to Moses in the Law, and made known by the great major 
and minor prophets Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Amos, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and 
Zechariah among them; was obscured and not fully realized,  until the coming of the Christ Child.  Indeed, 
what was being prepared for millennia, was being kept hidden, until that seminal, glorious moment in human 
history, when the Word became Flesh – when Christ chose to enter our humanity, to save us from our sins.  
When what had long been promised and foretold, was at last, revealed.   
 
     As we all walk past the curtain covering what is being prepared, wondering and anticipating what is behind 
it, we find ourselves journeying with the faithful people alive in our Holy Scripture – who at varied times 
heard, received, discarded, trusted, rebelled, obeyed, and disobeyed.  We the faithful of today, do the same, 
through our own tribulations, victories, successes, and failures. 
 
     When I asked the children on Wednesday what they believed was going to be revealed behind the curtain,  
what Jesus’ birth brings, one boy in the last row responded, as if cued by the presence of God, and to the 
delight of all attending Mass that day, that Jesus’ birth, brings joy.  This holy, penitential season invites us to 
take pause, prepare ourselves, and so importantly, remind ourselves, that indeed Jesus’ birth brings joy.  This is 
the joy of eternal life, and it cannot be found elsewhere, in any one, or in any thing, but in Him who has 
ransomed captive Israel.  Unrivaled, unfleeting, this joy cannot be contained; nor does Almighty God want us 
to contain it….  
  
  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone.  You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 
with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil.  For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for 
his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For every boot of the 
tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.  For to 
us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon[d] his shoulder, and his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and 
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this (Isaiah 9:2-7).  
 
     Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!  For what is behind the curtain, is JOY Itself. 
 
 

Rev. Michael W. Panicali 



Generations of Faith: 
 
                  # Donors    Pledged        Paid 
St. Mark         192        $600,597     $537,718 
St. Margaret    50        $69,040         $64,220 
Mary  
Annual Catholic Appeal 2021: 
                   St. Mark - St. Margaret Mary 
Goal:                             $38,976 
Pledged:                         $80,606 
Received:                       $72,795 
Number  of Donors         158 
  * The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal will be closed out at 
the end of the year. Please pay off you pledges if possible. 
Thanks! 

Sunday Collection: November 28, 2021 
 
St. Mark Church 
Collection:  $3,918 
Attendance:  255 
Envelopes Returned: 103 
St. Margaret Mary Church 
Collection: $517 
Attendance: 25 
Envelopes Returned: 5 
 
Give Central 
Online giving: $956 
# of gifts: 38 
 

                                       Amended Covid Guidelines 
 
The State of New York, following recommendations from 
CDC, lower rates of infection and higher numbers of  
people being vaccinated against COVID-19, has relaxed many 
of the restrictions which were in place. Because of that, with 
the pastoral care of the people of Brooklyn and Queens in 
mind, Bishop DiMarzio is issuing the following guidelines. 
 
1. Our Churches may open to full  100% capacity. Social 

distancing is still required for those who are not    vac-
cinated.  

2. Unvaccinated parishioners should dis tance themselves 
from others who are not   members of the same household. 

3. Hand Hygiene us still required and disinfectant use is 
encouraged. 

4. For those who are not vaccinated, masks are still  
       mandatory in Church. However, everyone is  
       encouraged to wear masks in Church. 
4. Hymnals and missalettes can once again be used. 
5. Lectors may begin reading from the main ambo or pulpit 

in Church. 
6. Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion may re-

sume their ministry, using correct hand hygiene   before 
and after Communion. 

7. Offertory collections may resume with offertory                   
baskets as usual. 

8. The Offertory Procession with the gifts of bread and wine 
can begin again. 

9. Altar Servers may resume their ministry, observing  
                 necessary hygiene procedures. 
10. Holy Communion is still to be given under the form of                    
                 Bread only. There are no shared Communion cups.   
       Receiving in the hand is still the recommended  
        practice. 
11.  Holy Water Fonts in Churches should remain empty                  
                 for the time being. 
12. The exchange of peace through a handshake should                   
                still be avoided. 

 
 
 
Are you seeking ‘knowledge and full insight to 
help you determine” your vocation in Christ as 
a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life”? 
 

                           Synod 2021 

Communion|Participation|Mission 
                    
                 Join us for a  
          Parish Listening Session. 
 
Monday, December 6th @ 7:00pm 
    Lion’s Den in St. Mark Catholic       
                                                          Academy Cafeteria. 

               

  St. Mark Rosary Society  
Please join us Sunday, December 5 
for the 10:15 Mass followed by our 
monthly meeting in the school  
cafeteria.. 
      *New members are always welcome.   
 



 
Office of Faith Formation   
                              718-769-6311                             

                                               
 religiouseducation1@verizon.net  

 
    
Mon.             1:00 p.m. -  5:00 p.m. 
Wed, Thurs. 9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. 
Sun.              9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Giving Tree 

That  time of year is here again! We will be helping less 
fortunate children and adults during Christmas. The advent 
Giving trees will be displayed in the Church beginning 
Saturday, November 27th through Sunday, December 19th. 
The tags are prepared by some of our candidates preparing for 
Confirmation. Please Do Not Wrap Gifts. A Gift Bag can be 
Used. Securely Tape The Tag To The Outside of The Gift. 
Your gifts will be donated to Sisters of Life, Hour Children, 
Catholic Charities St. Mark’s St. Vincent de Paul Society, & 
The 41st Assembly District’s Toys for Tots for the Marines. 
**Call Ms. Pino with any questions @ 718-769-6311 
 
Advent began on Sunday, November 28th. Let us remember 
that Advent is a time to slow down and give of ourselves and 
be present to others. To prepare not only our homes for 
Christmas, but to prepare our hearts for Jesus. 
 

          Advent Wreath  
 The circle of the wreath, which has no 
beginning or end, symbolized the eternity of 
God. The evergreens signify continuous life. 
 Each of he four candles represent the pray, 
penance, preparation and the good works we 
are called to do during Advent. The color  
purple signifies the “royalty” of Jesus Christ. 
The pink candle is lit on the Third Sunday of 

Advent, which is the Sunday of Rejoicing. The light of the 
candle reminds us that Jesus comes into the darkness of our 
lives to bring newness, life, and hope. We gradually add more 
light each Sunday until Christ, our Light, comes at Christmas.            
                           
                           ** When in Church** 
Some of us need to be reminded at times how blessed  we are to have 
a place as beautiful as ours in which to worship God. When we come 
to Church we are on “Holy Ground” in a “consecrated place.” That 
calls all of us to a spirit of reverence and respect, the same reverence 
and respect shown by arriving on time for Mass and not leaving early 
before the liturgy has ended. It means NO loud talking so others may 
pray, NO CELL PHONES heard ringing or being used. What we 
“wear” to Church also  says a lot to those about how important the 
Eucharist is to us. We can do all these things  simply by appreciating 
“where” we are and still make our Church a place & time of 
welcome, warmth & friendship for all who come to worship. 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Families: 
 
I hope everyone had an enjoyable and restful 
Thanksgiving last week. Believe it or not, we are now in 
the month of December, and we look forward to 
Christmas in just over three weeks! 
 
We are now in the season of Advent, four weeks of 
preparation before the birth of Christ. Each week, a 
different candle on the Advent wreath is lit. The light of 
these candles symbolizes the light of Christ coming into 
the world on Christmas. Moreover, each of the four 
candles on the Advent wreath represents four different 
themes. Last week, the theme was hope; this week is the 
theme of peace. The third week of Advent is love, and 
the final week is joy.  
 
When thinking about the symbol of light, I cannot help 
but be reminded of our school logo: the lighthouse 
surrounded by our motto “a guiding light in Sheepshead 
Bay.” It was Jesus, himself who said, “I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” To me, the 
dedication of our teachers, the commitment of our 
families, and the hard work of our students helps the 
light of Christ to shine brightly at Saint Mark Catholic 
Academy. 
 
The first week of Advent is already behind us, and the 
next three are bound to move just as quickly. It seems 
Christmas season always arrives in a hurry! That being 
said, there’s still a lot going on in the month of 
December! Most importantly, report cards will be 
distributed on Friday, December 10th. In the coming 
days, you will be receiving a link to sign up for parent-
teacher conferences. At the request of the Office of the 
Superintendent, these meetings will be held virtually, 
either by phone call or Zoom meeting.  
 
A hymn heard often in church is “Christ Be Our Light.” 
The refrain of this song is: “Christ, be our light! Shine in 
our hearts. Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our 
light! Shine in Your church gathered today.” Indeed, the 
light of Christ shines brightly here at Saint Mark 
Catholic Academy! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Mark Wilson 
Principal 
 
PS: Saint Mark Catholic Academy is closed on 
Wednesday, December 8th.  



 

 

 



 
       
 
 

  
Date:   Wednesday, December 8th  
 Time:  7:00 p.m. 
 Place:  Gargiulo's Restaurant  
             2911 West 15th St. Bklyn , NY. 
 Cost:  $70.00 pp 
   Please join us to Celebrate the Holidays with    
      fine Food, Music, Dancing and a fabulous time  
     with friends. You don’t want to miss a Great                 
   Party! 
 
 
 
 
 
       *All COVID-19 Protocols will be followed. 
         *Proof of Vaccination will be required.      
For info/reservations please call: 
           Kathy Fackovec-917-517-4260 
            Marie Sommer-646-734-8494 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
There is still time to participate, please call 

or stop by the rectory. 
*Please Note: There are a limited 

number of trees available, 
so please make your pledge early. 
A personal message (5-10 words) will 

 be placed on an individual sign near your 
tree. 

 
     Gift levels: $2000 (Gold), $1000(Silver), 
   $750 (Red), $500 (Green) and $225 (White) 

 
Key dates: 

Unveiling of the Angel Tree in the church 
and 

   outside Tree Lighting  
                   December 12th! 
 

 

      St. Mark 
 
 

December 24th, (Friday): 
 *  8:30am 
 *  4:30 pm-Family Mass (For Christmas) 
 *12:00 am-Midnight Mass 
 
December 25th, (Saturday): 
 *   8:00 am 
 * 10:15 am 
 * 12:30 pm 
 

  
St. Margaret Mary 
                           
  
 

December 25th, (Saturday): 
 *11:00 am-Christmas Mass 
 
  

  Blue Lights for Our Lady  
  Will be placed around the outdoor shrine 
                   as part of our 

       Light the Bay Christmas 
         Donation is $10.00 per name,  
                           which will be listed in the     bulletin  
            the week after Christmas. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                       
                                        Call the rectory for details. 



 
 
Church Name and Address 
524650: St. Mark R. C. Church 
2609 E. 19 St., Brooklyn, NY 11235 
 
Phone                                                                                               
718 891-3100 
                                                                                                        
Contact Person                         
Jackie Biagioni 
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