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St. Mark Church     
2609 East 19th Street    
Brooklyn, New York 11235  
 

Mass Schedule: 

Saturday:5:00  p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday:   8:00  a.m. 
              10:15  a.m. Family Mass                          
                                    12:30  p.m. 
 
Weekdays: 8:30 a.m. 
Holy Days: 7:30 p.m. Vigil Mass           
                   8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
 
Phone:  718-891-3100   
Fax:       718-891-9677 

“With God all things are possible” 

Parish Office: 718-891-3100 
Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni 
Ms. Rosemarie Barbuto 
St. Mark Catholic Academy 718-332-9304 
Mr. Mark Wilson, Principal 
Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary  
St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311 
Ms. Jo Ann Pino 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: 347-574-1828 
Mr. Michael Davis  
Sports Program Director: 347-401-4288 
Mr. Wayne Walker 
St. Mark Choir:                      
Contact Fr. Michael Panicali                    718-891-3100 
St. Vincent De Paul Group:  718-891-0443 
Mr. Tom Scalese, President 
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President 
Homebound Ministry:  718-891-3100 
Ministers of Hospitality:   718-891-3100 
Mr. Tom Scalese 
Extraordinary Ministers:  718-891-3100 
Coordinator: 
Lectors:    
Ms. Ninetta L oPinto, Coordinator             718-986-5080 
Rosary Society: 
Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President  917-517-4260 
Ms. Marie Sommer, Vice President  718-743-0977 
Friendship Club: 
Ms. Anita Troise, President   718-648-6488 
Mrs. Delia Volpicelli, Vice President  718-332-5105 

Devotions:   
Holy Hour 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday 
Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the 
8:30 a.m. Mass. 
Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 a.m. 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday  
from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Baptism:  
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 p.m. Classes for 
parents and godparents are required through Baptism 
Matters program.  Call the rectory to make an 
appointment with a priest two months prior to the 
Baptism. 
 

Marriage:  
Please make arrangements by calling the rectory at least  
6 months in advance. Please log on to  
www.bqonlineformation.org/precana for complete  
information about marriage preparation in  
the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.    

Anointing of the Sick: (Communal celebrations  
suspended, until  further notice.) 
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
 

Confessions : Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. or strongly 
suggested by appointment. Call the rectory office.  
 

Appointment to see a Priest: 
If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please  
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through  
Friday from 9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Saturday from  
10:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

THE PARISH OF SAINT MARK— SAINT MARGARET MARY 

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci                               Deacon: Rev. Mr. Paul Morin  
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Michael Panicali                                       In Residence: Rev. Joseph P. Quigley      



  St. Mark Church  
 
 
Saturday, December 11 
  5:00 p.m.  Josephine & Mary Kunik 
 
Sunday,   December 12 
  8:00 a.m.  Gloria Seminara 
10:15 a.m. Vincente Xavier Martinez Pazmino 
12:30 p.m. Lucia Castagnetto & Sabiola Alvarez 
 
 Monday, December 13 
  8:30 a.m. Hans Anton Hollenstein  
 
Tuesday, December 14 

  8:30 a.m.   Michael Davis (Happy Birthday) 
 
 Wednesday, December 15 
 8:30 a.m.  Phyllis Straka (6th Anniversary)   
 
Thursday, December 16 
 8:30 a.m.  Thomas LoPinto 
 
Friday, December 17 
 8:30 a.m. Peter Esposito 
 
Saturday, December 18 
 8:30 a.m. Frank Marsillo 
 5:00 p.m. Alfred DiGrazia 

St. Margaret Mary Church 
 
 
Sunday, December 12 
     11:00 a.m. Teresa Alaia 
  
Wednesday, December 15 
 9:00 a.m. Ronald Danner (Birthday Remembrance) 
  
Sunday, December 19 
    11:00 a.m. .Maria Cioffi 
                      

December 12, 2021 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
Nothing gets us to perk up like a test. When we  
perk up and are attentive to the coming of the 
Lord, we can answer the question: “What are we to 
do?” 
 Todays Readings:  
Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
Isaiah 12:6 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:10-18 

      Today we light the pink candle                                        
                                             of the Advent Wreath.  
    It is called The     Shepherd Candle                                      
                                                                                          or  
                    Candle of Joy!   
    The Angels sang a message of joy.  
                       (Luke 2:7-15) 

  Reconciliation Monday 
         Monday, December 20th 
                 11:00 am- 1:00 pm 

                      6:00 pm-8:00 pm 
                                             at  
     Saint  Mark Church 

 
       6:00 pm - 8;00 pm 

         at 
       Saint Margaret Mary Church 



                                                                                                                               
      Pastor’s Column December 11 – 12, 2021 

 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! 

 

 This weekend we light the rose-colored candle on our wreath as we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent which is known 
as Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the imperative form of the Latin verb which means, “Rejoice!” It comes from our New Testament 
reading which is taken from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your 
kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near.” If you are not up to speed on your verb forms, allow me to remind you that the 
imperative form means that it is an order, a command and not just a suggestion: rejoice!  

 
Many of us may not feel very much like rejoicing these days. Having struggled through this Covid pandemic for the better 

part of a year and a half now, and having witnessed so much sickness, suffering, death, economic dislocation, and ever increasing 
political division, it is easy to understand why not everyone may be in the best of moods. And just when it seemed like we might be 
turning a corner with the help of vaccines and therapeutics, along comes this Omicron variant that raises a lot of questions and our 
anxiety levels as well. So, in the face of all this, what should we do? 

 
That happens to be the same question the crowds asked John the Baptist in this weekend’s Gospel.  St. Luke tells us, “The 

crowds asked John the Baptist, ‘What should we do?’ He said to them in reply, ‘Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person 
who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise.’”  John the Baptist goes on to tell tax collectors not to take more than the 
law requires and soldiers not to practice extortion or falsely accuse anyone and to be satisfied with their wages. In other words, John 
is telling us to be generous and to be just; to give of ourselves by sharing with those most in need, and to not take advantage of those 
who are vulnerable but to help them, and protect them, and give them their just due. 

 
Christmas is a time for giving. We all know how great it feels to receive gifts. However, the joy of getting is short-lived. No 

matter what lies our consumeristic society tries to feed us, material things will never satisfy us or make us happy. Our lives are  richer 
when we share, and that great inner joy comes from helping others to better their lives. Academic research and thousands of years of 
human history confirm that achieving meaning, fulfillment, and happiness in life comes from making others happy, and not from 
being selfish and self-centered. Truly giving from the heart fills your life with joy and nourishes your soul. Giving provides an 
intrinsic reward that’s far more valuable than the gift.  

 
There are many opportunities for giving this time of year. You can take a tag from our Advent Giving Tree and buy a gift 

that will be distributed through The Sisters of Life, Hour Children, Catholic Charities, the 41st Assembly District’s Toys for Tots for 
the Marines, and our own St. Vincent DePaul group. We also have the great example set by John Morgan collecting donations of 
Lego sets and money for the Hibiscus House. See his beautiful thank-you note in the bulletin. (And of course, there is always your 
Christmas gift to your church! LOL) 

 
But it’s not all about money. It is about giving yourself. Giving of your time and talents are equally, if not more important, 

than giving of your treasure. We are blessed to have so many generous people who give of themselves as evidenced by the number of 
people who helped us prepare to unveil our Angel Tree and Light the Bay for Christmas Sunday afternoon. So, don’t get caught up in 
or worn down by the hype. As St. Paul says, “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.” Give! Gaudete! Rejoice!  -- Fr. Bob  



Generations of Faith: 
 
                  # Donors    Pledged        Paid 
St. Mark         192        $600,997     $539,288 
St. Margaret    50        $69,140         $64,420 
Mary  
Annual Catholic Appeal 2021: 
                   St. Mark - St. Margaret Mary 
Goal:                             $38,976 
Pledged:                         $80,606 
Received:                       $73,431 
Number  of Donors         158 
  * The 2021 Annual Catholic Appeal will be closed our at 
the end of the year. Please pay off your pledges if possible. 
Thanks! 

Sunday Collection: December 5,  2021 
 
St. Mark Church 
Collection:  $4,859 
Attendance:  379 
Envelopes Returned: 97 
St. Margaret Mary Church 
Collection: $276 
Attendance: 28 
Envelopes Returned: 6 
 
Give Central 
Online giving: $971 
# of gifts: 38 
 

           Mass & Holy hour is being live-streamed  
                                                 on our parish   website: 
 
http://www.stmarkbrooklyn.org and on our Facebook 
page:   http://www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn at 
8:30 a.m. Monday - Saturday, and at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday. 
         Holy Hour  noon- 1:00 p.m. Monday – Saturday 

                                       Amended Covid Guidelines 
 
The State of New York, following recommendations from 
CDC, lower rates of infection and higher numbers of  
people being vaccinated against COVID-19, has relaxed many 
of the restrictions which were in place. Because of that, with 
the pastoral care of the people of Brooklyn and Queens in 
mind, Bishop DiMarzio is issuing the following guidelines. 
 
1. Our Churches may open to full  100% capacity. Social 

distancing is still required for those who are not    vac-
cinated.  

2. Unvaccinated parishioners should dis tance themselves 
from others who are not   members of the same household. 

3. Hand Hygiene us still required and disinfectant use is 
encouraged. 

4. For those who are not vaccinated, masks are still  
       mandatory in Church. However, everyone is  
       encouraged to wear masks in Church. 
4. Hymnals and missalettes can once again be used. 
5. Lectors may begin reading from the main ambo or pulpit 

in Church. 
6. Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion may re-

sume their ministry, using correct hand hygiene   before 
and after Communion. 

7. Offertory collections may resume with offertory                   
baskets as usual. 

8. The Offertory Procession with the gifts of bread and wine 
can begin again. 

9. Altar Servers may resume their ministry, observing  
                 necessary hygiene procedures. 
10. Holy Communion is still to be given under the form of                    
                 Bread only. There are no shared Communion cups.   
       Receiving in the hand is still the recommended  
        practice. 
11.  Holy Water Fonts in Churches should remain empty                  
                 for the time being. 
12. The exchange of peace through a handshake should                   
                still be avoided. 

Tina Cook, Daniel Paluszek,  
Lisa Lovbosco,  

Laura Durant, Hope Schwartz,  
    Marie Giannotti,  

Carissa D’Alba, Kimberly Palmo, Al-
fred DeMola,  

Walter Brady, Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa,  
Romilda Zambelli, John Angelo Buccheri,  

Raymond Fazio, Mark Aragona, Olivia LaSpina,  
Saul Godinez, Maria Calise, Rachel Marin,  

Joseph John Buccheri, Sally Frances Buccheri,  
Barbara Harris, Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto,  

Christopher Walker, Joanne Newlin,  
Nina Pionegro, Anna Monaco, Robert Fernandez, 

 Rose Chiusano, Marcus Gonclaves,  
Jennifer Russo, Lisa Weiner, Anthony Timoney, 

 John Maese, Kenneth Smith, Cole Mancini,  
Ron & Danielle McGrisken, Thomas Ciccone,  

John Maffeo, John Tenetye, Peter & Cecilia Quinones, 
Carol Webb, Ann Toussaint, George Marshall, 

Cristina Kurland, 
Lia Shteyman 

 
 
 
“All were questioning in their hearts. 
”Are you considering a vocation as a priest,  
deacon, or in the consecrated life? 
 



 
Office of Faith Formation   
                              718-769-6311                             

                                               
 religiouseducation1@verizon.net  

 
    
Mon.             1:00 p.m. -  5:00 p.m. 
Wed, Thurs. 9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. 
Sun.              9:00 a.m. -  2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
First Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 Second Proximate Preparation 
gathering in school cafeteria following the 10:15 mass. Enter 
through the school yard. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Giving Tree 

That  time of year is here again! We will be helping less 
fortunate children and adults during Christmas. The advent 
Giving trees will be displayed in the Church beginning 
Saturday, November 27th through Sunday, December 19th. 
The tags are prepared by some of our candidates preparing for 
Confirmation. PLEASE FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS ON 
THE TAG & TAPE SECURELY TO THE OUTSIDE OF 
THE GIFT. Your gifts will be donated to Sisters of Life, 
Hour Children, Catholic Charities St. Mark’s St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, & The 41st Assembly District’s Toys for Tots for 
the Marines. **Call Ms. Pino with any questions @ 718-769-6311 
     
Advent began on Sunday, November 28th. Let us remember 
that Advent is a time to slow down and give of ourselves and 
be present to others. To prepare not only our homes for 
Christmas, but to prepare our hearts for Jesus. 
 
                               Advent Wreath  
 The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, 
symbolized the eternity of God. The evergreens signify 
continuous life.  Each of the four candles represent the pray, 
penance, preparation and the good works we are called to do 
during Advent. The color  purple signifies the “royalty” of Jesus 
Christ. 
The pink candle is lit on the Third Sunday of Advent, which is 
the Sunday of Rejoicing. The light of the candle reminds us 
that Jesus comes into the darkness of our lives to bring 
newness, life, and hope. We gradually add more light each 
Sunday until Christ, our Light, comes at Christmas.            
 
                               ** When in Church** 
Some of us need to be reminded at times how blessed  we are to 
have a place as beautiful as ours in which to worship God. When 
we come to Church we are on “Holy Ground” in a “consecrated 
place.” That calls all of us to a spirit of reverence and respect, the 
same reverence and respect shown by arriving on time for Mass 
and not leaving early before the liturgy has ended. It means NO 
loud talking so others may pray, NO CELL PHONES heard 
ringing or being used. What we “wear” to Church also  says a lot 
to those about how important the Eucharist is to us. We can do 
all these things  simply by appreciating “where” we are and still 
make our Church a place & time of welcome, warmth & 
friendship for all who come to worship. 

 Students in kindergarten, first, and second grades got a 
special surprise from Saint Nicholas the other day! 
Monday was the feast of Saint Nicholas, so students created, 
decorated, and cut out shoes for Saint Nicholas to leave a treat 
in.  
When they returned to school on Tuesday, they found goodies 
that Saint Nicholas left for them—a sneak peek before 
Christmas! 



 
 

Sunday 
 December12th  

at 4:00 PM 
St. Mark Church 

 

    Join St. Mark ~St.Margaret Mary Parish 
     and the Italian Opera Company 

    Under the Direction of Nina DiGregorio 
for a Christmas Concert 

As We Unveil our Adoration of the Christ Display 
and then Go Outside for a Music and Light Show 

To Light the Bay for Christmas!   



  Blue Lights for Our Lady  
  Will be placed around the outdoor shrine 
                   as part of our 

    Light the Bay for Christmas 
          Donation is $10.00 per name,  
                                 which will be listed in the     bulletin  
            the week after Christmas. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                       

 
   St. Mark 
 
December 24th, (Friday) 
 *  8:30am 
 *  4:30 pm-Family Mass (For Christmas) 
 *12:00 am-Midnight Mass 
 
December 25th, (Saturday) 
 *   8:00 am 
 * 10:15 am 
 * 12:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
      S t. Margaret Mary 

                          
December 25th Saturday) 
 
*11:00 am-Christmas               ̀        
                                                                  Mass 
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
Dear Father Bob, St. Mark Staff,  
and Parishioners,  
 
Thank you for your generous donations to 
help me make Christmas special for the 
children at Hibiscus House. When I first 
learned about Hibiscus House, I felt that I 
should help in some way.  With your dona-
tions I am able to send over 400 individual 
presents including over 200 Lego sets, 30 
science kits, lots of board games, many dif-
ferent crafts for the house, an assortment 
of batteries, toiletries and more.  I am also 
able to send Christmas breakfast to both 
the residents and staff there.  I could not 
have imagined this would make me feel so 
good to help kids have a better Christmas 
and a filled birthday closet.  Your kind 
notes also motivated me and filled me with 
joy! I hope to be able to do this for years 
to come. 
 
Wishing you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas,  
John Morgan 


