


St. Mark Church  
Saturday, May 18 St. John I,  
Pope & Martyr 
5:00 p.m.  Mary Perrotta 
 
Sunday, May 19 
  8:00 a.m. Cheryl Arkin 
10:15 a.m. Fabiola Alvarez & Lucy Castagnetto 
12:30 p.m. People of the Parish 
                    
Monday, May 20 St. Bernadine of Siena 
8:30 a.m. Santo Teralosi 
                 
Tuesday, May 21 St. Christopher Magallanes 
& Companions 
8:30 a.m. Christopher Maldonado 
 
Wednesday, May 22 St. Rita of Cascia 
8:30 a.m. Salvatore Mollo 
 
Thursday, May 23 
8:30 a.m. Sully Mora 
     
Friday, May 24 
8:30 a.m. In Thanksgiving to St. Anthony 
 
Saturday, May 25 St. Bede, St. Gregory VIII, 
Pope, St. Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi 
8:30 a.m. Christopher Maldonado 
5:00 p.m. Geraldine Rizzo, Marianne Farina 
                & Robert Fay (Anniversary) 

St. Margaret Mary Church 
 

Sunday, May 19 
11:00 a.m. Salvatore Pizzo 
Wednesday, May 22 
  9:00 a.m. Living & Deceased  
                  Members of the Cione  
                  & Chille Families 
Sunday, May 26 
11:00 a.m. Alexandra Danner (Birthday Blessings) 
                   
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Wednesday after the 9:00 AM Mass 
Homebound in Manhattan Beach:  
If you or someone you know would like to have a Eucharistic 
Minister visit and administer Holy Communion; please call 
Gilda at 718-769-1312. Also, please advise Gilda of any sick 
parishioner who wishes to be included in the Prayer of the 
Faithful at Sunday Mass. 

MAY 19, 2019 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Though the Resurrection moved Jesus to a place beyond 
his mortal body, we still believe that God took on our 

flesh in him.  He continues to be enfleshed through our 
own lives. 

 
Today’s Readings:  
 
  Acts 14:21-27 
  Psalm 145:1 
  Revelation 21:1-5a 
  John 13:31-33a, 
           34-35 

                     Gifts are available to honor a loved one,  
bread & wine, candles, flowers.  

Please call the rectory for details.  
There are open dates for Mass 

intentions at St. Mark on  
July 4, 5, 13, 15,   16,  19, 20,  

    22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 31 

St. Marks welcomes our Ukrainian & Russian  
speaking parishioners at 19:00 (7:00 p.m.) 

Mass in Ukrainian - 1st Saturday of the Month 
Mass in Russian - 3rd Saturday of the Month                    

Contact:  Fr. Sergiy  718-569-9455 

Please pray for the sick:  
Jack Shanker, Tina Cook, Daniel Paluszek, Jimmy Grillo, Lisa Lovbosco, 
Laura Durant, Hope Schwartz, Al Comodo, Georgette Scalese, Steven 

Lentini, Marie Giannotti, Carissa D’Alba, Kimberly Palmo, Alfred 
DeMola, Walter Brady, Catherine Staren, Jennifer Costa, Romilda 

Zambelli, John Angelo Buccheri, Raymond Fazio, Mark Aragona, Olivia 
LaSpina, Saul Godinez, Maria Calise, Rachel Marin, Joseph John 

Buccheri, Sally Frances Buccheri, Barbara Harris, Kathleen Marshall, Sal 
Comodo, Tony Inferrara, Lisa Montalto, Andrea Montalto, Christopher 

Walker, Alfred DiGrazia, Catherine Guillamon, Joanne Newlin,  
Jennifer Russo, Ann Mollo & Diane Camacho who is in need of a 

kidney donor 718-284-0704.            

Week of  May 18 - 25 
The Flowers at the Main Altar  

are offered  in loving memory of 
Timothy Costanzo 

Requested by Nina Pionegro 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Monthly Food Collection  

(No Clothing please) 
May 18-19 

Monetary donations are gratefully 
accepted.  

We are collecting canned and dry  
non-perishable items (please check expiration dates).   



Pastor’s Column May 18 - 19, 2019 
 

“This is how all will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.” 

 
 

A few weeks ago, Wyn Powers of Rosary for Life was speaking at our Masses, and she closed her talk 
with a question: “If you were put on trial and accused of being Christian, would there be enough evidence to 
convict you?” To be a Christian is to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. And so, in our Gospel reading this 
weekend, Jesus himself tells us the evidence he will be looking for: “This is how all will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 
This portion of John’s Gospel is known as The Last Supper Discourse, and this first part is called The 

New Commandment to Love. Jesus’ time with his disciples was growing short. If his disciples were ever going 
to hear his voice and understand his message, this was the time. And so, he tells them: “I will be with you 
only a little while longer. I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also 
should love one another.” 

 
There is nothing new in the command that his disciples should love. Early on in his ministry while 

debating with the Scribes and Pharisees, Jesus taught that the entire law could be summarized by two 
commandments; first, to love God above all things, and second, to love one’s neighbor as one’s self. What is 
new about this commandment is how his disciples should love. We must love one another as Jesus loves us, 
and that takes this commandment to a different level. 

 
So how did Jesus love his disciples and what does that mean for us? First, he loved his disciples 

selflessly. Even in the noblest human love, there remains some element of self. We often think, perhaps 
unconsciously, of what’s in it for us. Perhaps we think of the happiness we will receive or about the 
loneliness we will suffer if love fails or is denied. But Jesus never thought of himself. His one desire was to 
give himself and all he had for those he loved. Can we be selfless and love by willing what’s best for the other 
solely for the sake of the other and not for our own sake?  

 
Second, Jesus loved his disciples sacrificially. There was no limit to what his love would give or to 

where it would go. If love meant the cross, Jesus was prepared to go there. Sometimes we make the mistake 
of thinking that love is meant to give us happiness. So, in the end it does, but often love may well bring pain 
and demand a cross. Are we willing to pay the price and sacrifice ourselves for the good of the other? 

 
Third, Jesus loved his disciples understandingly. He knew them through and through. Jesus had 

lived with his disciple’s day in and day out for three years and he saw them at their best and at their worst, 
and he still loved them. Sometimes we say love is blind, but that’s not love; that is infatuation and it is 
destined to end in utter disillusionment. Real love happens with our eyes wide open. It means loving 
someone for who they are, not for who we want them to be. Are we able to love people as they are, warts and 
all? 

 
Finally, Jesus loved his disciples forgivingly. One of them was about to betray him. His chosen leader 

would deny him. They were all to forsake him and run away in his time of need. But Jesus held nothing 
against them; there was no failure he could not forgive. There is a famous movie line which says, “Love 
means never having to say you are sorry,” but nothing could be further from the truth. Those people whom 
we love the most also have the capacity to hurt us the most. True love means being able to ask forgiveness 
and grant forgiveness. All enduring love must be built on forgiveness, for without forgiveness love is bound to 
die. Are we able to forgive those whom we love? May all know that we are Christ’s disciples by our love for 
one another!  – Fr. Bob 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 



Generations of Faith: 
                  # Donors      Pledged        Paid 
St. Mark            189      $626,927         $432,166 
St. Margaret       24       $ 66,700         $  45,769  
     Mary   
Annual Catholic Appeal 2018:  THANK YOU!! 
                 St. Mark                       St. Margaret Mary 
Goal:           $40,125                                    $2,354 
Pledged:      $79,211                                    $9,488 
Received:   $72,177                                    $8,913  
The 2018 ACA is winding down.  Please pay off your 
pledges!  
Annual Catholic Appeal 2019:  SURPASSED OUR                
GOALS.  THANKS!  NOW LETS SHOOT FOR 
MATCHING LAST YEAR’S RESULTS! 
                           St. Mark            St. Margaret Mary 
Goal:                       $38,119                      $2,236 
Pledged:                  $65,345                       $7,935 
Received:                $47,396                        $5,445 
# of donors:               164                            25 

 

Sunday Collection: May 12, 2019 
St. Mark Church 
1st Collection: $2,730.00 
2nd Collection: $934.00 
Attendance:  420 
Envelopes Returned: 122 
St Margaret Mary Church 
1st Collection:  $414.00 
2nd Collection: $80.00                                                            
Attendance:  30 
Envelopes Returned: 16   

Meets Thursday nights 7:00  
in the “Upper Room” 

St. Mark Catholic Academy 

St. Mark Rosary Society Events 
The June Meeting Date has been changed  

to June 9 instead of June 2. 
Please join us for the monthly meeting in the school 

cafeteria.  New members are always welcome.  
Reminder that we are collecting canned and non-

perishable items for St. Vincent de Paul. 
*Please join us for our Ascension Thursday Dinner on 

May 30th at 6:00 p.m. at Gargiulo’s  
(2911 West 15th Street).  The cost is $50. 
For info and reservations please contact: 

Kathy Fackovec - 917-517-4260 or 
Marie Sommer - 718-743-0977 

St. Mark Friendship Club 
For those 55 and older,  

we meet every Wednesday  
1:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria.  

Contact: Anita Troise at 718-648-6488 

The 2019 Annual Catholic Appeal supports the daily work of 
our Church throughout Brooklyn and Queens in ways no one 

parish can accomplish alone by  
supporting the following ministries:  

Catholic Charities; Hospital, College and 
Prison Chaplains; Diocesan Vocations 
Office; Catholic Migration Services; 
Parish Assistance Program; Office of 

Faith Formation; Bishop Mugavero Residence for infirm 
clergy; Futures in Education Scholarship Foundation.  Please 
remain assured that your gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal 

cannot be used in the settlement of abuse claims or for 
anything other than their above listed intended purpose.     

NEXT MEETING:  MAY 31 
6:30 - 9:00  p.m. 

Meet In the Lion’s Den 
Ages 11-18 Welcome 

Contact Michael Davis 347-574-1828 
Adult Volunteers 18+ Needed 

The Italian Opera Company  
will be performing at  

St. Mark Catholic  
Academy Auditorium 
Sunday, May 19, 2019  

at 2:00 p.m. 
In a Celebration of  
Opera & Broadway 

Featuring Scenes from  Madame 
Butterfly, My Fair Lady & Rigoletto 
and Legendary Yiddish, Italian & 

Russian Folksongs. 
Tickets: $25, $15 for Seniors 
Please call the Rectory for   

further information. 

Diaconate Ordination 
Our own Frankie Gonzalez will be ordained to the Order 
of Deacons on Saturday, May 25 at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Co-Cathedral of St. Joseph.  He will serve at a Mass of 

Thanksgiving on Sunday, May 26, 12:30 p.m.  
at St. Mark Church.   

A reception will follow in the school cafeteria. 
Please keep Frankie and his wife, Neomara  

in your prayers. 

St. Mark Pro-Life Ministry is 
proud to sponsor a Baby 

Shower on the weekend of 
June 1st and 2nd.  See the 

poster and notices at Church 
entrances for items needed. 



Office of Faith Formation 
   718-769-6311                            

religiouseducation1@verizon.net  
Sun.               9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Mon.              1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Wed., Thurs. 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

     ***Registration for NEXT YEAR’S 
RELIGION CLASS HAS BEGUN.  

Forms were sent home the weekend 
of May 5th for Re-registration.  The 

continuation of your child’s faith 
formation is very important, and 

ongoing toward preparation of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, which they receive in the 8th grade.   

Please complete the registration form and return it to 
your child’s teacher, Ms. Pino or to the rectory, as soon 

as possible.   

A $20.00 deposit is sufficient with registration. Full 
payment can be made at a later date. Take advantage 
of early registration, because as of August 1, there is 

an additional $25.00 late fee.  

For NEW REGISTRATIONS, there are forms in the 
church. A copy of the child’s birth, baptismal 

certificates, and transfer papers if coming from another 
parish, are required at the time of registration.  Please 
meet with Ms. Pino to register.  The form can also be 
filled out on line, but you will still have to meet with 

Ms. Pino. 

 ** Please call to make an appointment.  

718-769-6311. 

All Registration available:  Sunday, May 19 & June 2 
from 11:45am- 1:45pm;  Monday, May 20 & 27, June 3 

from 1:30 – 4:30pm 

In just a few weeks the  
2018-2019  

School Year will be over! 
 

It is hard to believe how quickly the year 
has gone by! 

 
Our 7th Annual Walk-a-thon will be 
on May 24th.  We will be walking to 
upgrade our communication system.  

Our goal is $10,000...and your 
participation is most needed to help 

us reach this goal.  As of now the following 
students have brought in the top 
sponsorship donations to date.  

 
Congratulations to: 

Gregory Rup – Kindergarten 
Matthew Bystrov – Grade 3  

                                                 Anthony Sosnovskiy – Grade 5  
 

On Tuesday, May 21st, our 8th 
grade students will be receiving 
their Confirmation at 4 p.m. at 

Our Lady Help of Christians 
Parish. 

Please keep them in your prayers. 

REGISTRATION FOR 2019-20  
IS NOW OPEN AT 

ST. MARK CATHOLIC ACADEMY  
 

To learn about the benefits of a Catholic  
education, please contact  
Principal Carol Donnelly 

 at 718-332-9304 
 

    We’re Saving a Seat for You! 
  2602 East 19th Street  

Brooklyn, NY 11235 
smcaonthebay.org 

Join St. Mark & St. Margaret Mary  
Parishes  

for Cyclones Baseball at MCU Park  
                

Brooklyn Cyclones  
vs  

Staten Island Yankees 
        Friday, June 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

Tickets are $15 & all receive a free cap 
Fireworks Night 

To reserve seats contact the Parish Office 
718-891-3100 




