ST. MARK ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

Pastor: Very Rev. Robert V. Mucci
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Thomas Parayil
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Msgr. Gerard J. Arella

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Sergiy Emanuel
In Residence: Rev. Joseph P. Quigley
In Residence: Rev. Joseph Zwosta

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Paul Morin

Devotions:

Miraculous Medal Novena every Wednesday after the
8:30 AM Mass

Litany of the Sacred Heart every First Friday 8:20 AM
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every First Friday
from Noon to 3PM

Baptism:
Fourth Sunday of each month at 2:00 PM.

Required Baptism classes take place on the third Sunday
of each month at 9:30 AM in the Rectory Conference
Room. Call the Rectory during office hours to make an
appointment with a priest two (2) months prior to the
Baptism.

Marriage:
Please make arrangements by calling the Rectory at least

6 months in advance. Please log on to www.pre-cana.org
for complete information about marriage preparation in
the diocese, according to diocesan regulations.

Anointing of the Sick:
First Saturday of the month at the 8:30 AM Mass.

Confessions: Saturdays, 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM.

Appointment to see a Priest:

If you desire an appointment to meet with a priest, please
call the parish office. Office hours are Monday through
Friday from 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM.

Parish Office: 718-891-3100
Ms. Angela Scannapieco

Ms. Jacqueline Biagioni

St. Mark School: 718-332-9304
Mrs. Carol Donnelly, Principal

Mrs. Lori Ryan, Secretary

St. Mark Religious Education: 718-769-6311
Ms. Jo Ann Pino

Youth Ministry Coordinator:

Mr. Michael Davis 347-574-1828
St. Mark Choir: 917-650-5704
Mr. Patrick Marvello, Director of Music

St. Vincent De Paul Group: 718-891-0443

Mr. Tom Scalese, President
Ms. Jean Hogan, Vice President

Homebound Ministry: 718-332-2663
Ms. Maureen Genoversa, Coordinator
Ministers of Hospitality: 718-891-3100

Mr. Tom Scalese
Extraordinary Ministers

of the Eucharist: 718-769-4514
Mrs. Geraldine Kubat, Coordinator

Lectors: 718-743-5338
Ms. Stephanie Rizzo, Coordinator

Rosary Society:

Ms. Kathy Fackovec, President 718-934-7964
Mrs. Maria Mansuroglu, Vice President 718-332-3843
Golden Age Society:

Mrs. Joan Belt, President 718-646-2176

Ms. Josephine Bonnano, Vice President 718-934-2650

“With God all things are possible”




Mass
Intentions
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St. Mark Church
Saturday, Jan 28
5:00 PM Andrea DiCostanza

Sunday, Jan 29
8:00 AM The People of the Parish
9:30 AM William Pou

11:00 Mark Bolus

12:30 PM Michael P. Sheil (birthday)

Monday, Jan 30
8:30 AM Angela Ferraro

Tuesday, Jan 31 St. John Bosco
8:30 AM Lyman Missimer, Jr.

Wednesday, Feb 1
8:30 AM Gloria M. Guzman (birthday)

Thursday, Feb 2 Presentation of the Lord
8:30 AM Joseph Raniolo

Friday, Feb 3 St. Blaise
8:30 AM Caroline Moresco (birthday)

Saturday, Feb 4
8:30 AM Gary Pandrella
5:00 PM Thomas Trezza
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St. Margaret Mary Church

Sunday, Jan 29
11:00 AM Gerard Gagliardi

Wednesday, Feb 1
9:00 AM Rose Chrzanowska

Friday Feb 4
9:00 AM Josephine & Vincent Raso

Sunday, Feb 5
11:00 AM Edward Franznick, Sr.

Miraculous Medal Novena

Wednesday after the 9:00 AM Mass
Homebound in Manhattan Beach:

If you or someone you know would like to have a
Eucharistic Minister visit and administer Holy
Communion; please call Gilda at 718-769-1312.
Also, please advise Gilda of any sick parishioner
who wishes to be included in the Prayer of the
Faithful at Sunday Mass.
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Today's Readings:

JANUARY 29, 2017
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
The Beatitudes in today’s Gospel reading show us

how to orlent ourselves, and to give ourselves an

attitude towavd Life that {s truly Christ-like.
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Zephaniah 2:3,3:12-13

Psalm Response:
Matthew 5:3

1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Matthew 5:1-120

Please pray for the sick:

Kaitlyn Rose Bernhardt, Romilda Zambelli, Baby
Joy LoBoda, Donald Deola, John Angelo Buccheri,
Raymond Fazio, Mark Aragona, Al Comodo, Olivia
LaSpina, Saul Godinez, Maria Calise, Rachel Mar-

in, Antonia Galli, Linda DeFrancesco, Joseph
John Buccheri, Sally Frances Buccheri,
& Diane Camacho
who is in need of a kidney donor.
718-284-0704

Thanks to your generosity to the Generations of Faith
Campaign, St Mark Church will be getting a much needed
“face lift”. Interior painting will start on Monday, January

23rd and is projected to be completed by February 3rd.

Please be patient with this temporary inconvenience.

Depending on the progress of the church painting we may
need to reschedule adoration at St. Mark on
Feb 3rd. Please listen for announcements.

Friday, Feb 3rd:

BLESSING.

In honor of the Feast of
St. Blaise, throats will be
blessed during the 8:30
AM Mass at St. Mark and
during 9 AM Mass at
St. Margaret Mary

OF THROATS
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Gifts to honor a loved one;
living or deceased, are available (bread
& wine, candles or flowers).
Please call the rectory office for details.
There are open dates for Mass intentions:
Feb. 6.8,9,11,13,14,16,17,21,22,23,25 at
St. Mark, & Feb. 15 & 22 at St. Margaret Mary




Pastor’s Column January 28-29, 2017
“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.”

Our Gospel reading this weekend comes from the beginning of the fifth chapter of St.
Matthew, the start of what is famously known as Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. This discourse, from
which we will be listening every Sunday from now until the beginning of Lent, takes up three full
chapters in Matthew’s Gospel. The Sermon on the Mount has been called “the Compendium of
Christ’s Doctrine”, the Magna Carta of the Kingdom”, and “the Manifesto of the King”. All are
agreed that in the Sermon on the Mount we have the essence of the teaching of Jesus to the inner
circle of his chosen disciples, and the essence of what will make us truly happy here and now, and
lead to eternal life with God in heaven.

The sermon begins with what are known as the Beatitudes. Consisting of eight statements all
of the same form, they contain, in embryo, the entire program of Christian perfection. Blessed are
the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the
merciful, the clean of heart, the peacemakers, and those who suffer persecution. These should not be
thought of as different groups of people; rather, they are different demands made on everyone who
wants to be a disciple of Christ. So counter-cultural, they sound very harsh to our ears. All of the
Beatitudes have an eschatological meaning; that is, they promise us definitive salvation, not in this
world, but in the next. But the spirit of the Beatitudes does give us, in this life, peace in the midst of
tribulation. They imply a completely new approach, quite at odds with our usual way of evaluating
things, putting spiritual good on a much higher plane than material possessions.

According to William Barclay in his commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, the word
blessed which is used in each of the Beatitudes is a very special word. It is the Greek work
makarios, a word which specially describes the attitude of the gods. Makarios means that joy which
has its secret within itself, that joy which is serene and untouchable and self-contained, that joy
which is completely independent of all the chances and changes of life. The Beatitudes speak of that
joy which seeks us through our pain, that joy which sorrow and loss, and pain and grief are power-
less to touch, that joy which shines through tears, which nothing in life and death can take away.
The world can win its joys, and the world can equally well lose its joys. A change in fortune, a col-
lapse in health, the failure of a plan, the disappointment of an ambition, even a change in weather
can take away the fickle joy the world can give. But the Christian has the serene and untouchable
joy which comes from walking forever in the company and in the presence of Christ.

And so the Beatitudes are much more than simple statements. In the original Aramaic which
Jesus spoke, they are in fact exclamations which mean, “O the blessedness of ..., O the bliss of ...,
O the joy of ...” This is critical, for it suggests that the Beatitudes are not mere pious hopes of what
one day shall be, they are congratulations on what is. The blessedness which belongs to us Chris-
tians is not something which is postponed to some future world of glory; it is a blessedness which
exists here and now. It is not something into which Christians will enter; it is something into which
we have entered. Yes, it will find its fullness in God’s presence in heaven, but it is also a present re-
ality to be enjoyed on our journey to Him. The Beatitudes in effect say: “O the bliss of being a
Christian! O the joy of following Christ! O the happiness of knowing Jesus Christ as Master, Savior,
and Lord!” So rejoice and be glad now, for your reward will be great in heaven.
-Fr. Bob




Sunday Collection: January 22, 2017

St. Me:lrk Chur;;:h

1st Collection: $3,345.00
Weekly
Offerifig

2nd Collection: $1,070.00
Attendance: 599
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Envelopes Returned: 156
St Margaret Mary Church
1st Collection: $469.00

2nd Collection: $229.00
Attendance: 25

Envelopes Returned:15
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# Donors  Pledged Paid
St. Mark 167 $622,000.00 $154,027.65
St. Margaret 17 $74,300.00 $6,991.00
Mary
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Upcoming Events

SAVE THE DATES: Feb. 17-19, 2017
St. Mark will be hosting a
YOUTH 2000 NY— FACE 2 FACE Retreat
for youth & young adults. This weekend is based on
the 40 hour devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and is
open to young people from all over the area.

We need your help! Adult volunteers are needed to
serve throughout the weekend as cooks, servers, day
time & overnight chaperones. For more info please
contact Angela at the parish office or Michael Davis

at 347-574-1828.

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING FOR
THIS RETREAT FOCUSED ON BRINGING
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE TO JESUS...
EVERY HELPING HAND
IS NEEDED AND VERY APPRECIATED.

A Message from Deacon Paul:

Hello to St Mark! It is good to be back. Back?
Yes, I grew up here and went to St Mark’s school.
1 remember playing on E 19 street as well as
handball in the courtyard.

God'’s ways are often strange but great. Who would
have thought that after my ordination, I would one
day be assigned back to the parish of my youth?

I was ordained in 2007 and am celebrating my 10th
year as a deacon. I look forward to working with
Fr. Mucci, the Pastoral Council, the Lay Ministries
and all of you. My wife Julie, is also excited to be
a part of the parish community.

My first Masses will be on Feb 4th and 5th. I will
serve at as many as I can and look forward to meet-
ing each of you. May the Lord bless and keep all
of you in His heart. Amen.

Blessings,

Deacon Paul
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START PLANNING
AN EARLY CELEBRATION:
ST. MARK & ST. MARGARET MARY

SAT. FEBRUARY 11TH
SEE BULLETIN INSERT FOR DETAILS
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Db www.facebook.com/stmarkchurchbrooklyn

PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG MEN

JEREMIAH PROJECT:

This program is for high school boys who show some inter-
est in a vocation to the priesthood and/or college seminary.
The program invites students to participate in a monthly
overnight experience and share in the fraternity of our col-
lege seminarians.

For more information visit the web site at
www.dioceseofbrooklyn.org/jeremiah-project.
FRATERNITAS:

This program is for middle school students (6th to 8th
grade) and is dedicated to instilling Christian values in
young men with the goal of fostering true Catholic gentle-
men. Our monthly encounters allow us to accomplish this
mission through prayer, catechesis, sports and sacraments.
For more information visit the website at:

www.dioceseof brooklyn.org/fraternitas
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The final days of January are here and
that means it is time to celebrate
Catholic Schools Week. This is a time
for us to stop and highlight Catholic
Education. Catholic schools are not only
communities themselves; they are also
part of many other communities,
including families, parishes, neighbor-
hoods, cities and our country.

th, K'.\O““\\

The theme - Catholic Schools:
Communities of Faith, Knowledge and
Service highlights the key elements of
Catholic education: faith development
(morals and respect), academic excel-

lence, and dedication to service (helping
others).

WE HAVE MANY WONDERFUL
EVENTS PLANNED - please make every
effort o join us. The students and
their teachers have been working very
hard and I assure you it will be well
worth the time.

Come and See the Difference of a

Catholic Education

SAVE THE DATE:
NEXT MEETINGS
Feb. 3rd, & March 3rd

Office of Faith Formation
Office Hours:
Monday: 1 PM-5 PM
Wednesday & Thursday:
9 AM—2PM

718-769-6311
religiouseducation1@verizon.net

St. Mark R.C. Parish

A special thank you to Mr. John Borgia for
your generosity and help on January 21st.

A special First
Communion will
be celebrated on
February 5th at the
11:00 Mass. Please keep the following children in
your prayers as they prepare to receive Jesus in
the Eucharist for the first time:

Alexander Alfaro, Eduardo Aponte,

Danah Madison Chuc, Ryan Chuc

Brigitte Mesones, and Elizabeth Urbina.

SPONSORS: The Role of a Sponsor

A sponsor is a witness to those, adult or child,
preparing to receive the sacrament of Confirma-
tion, and to those entering into full initiation of
Christian life through the adult RCIA program.
Through these sacraments the Candidates and
Elect are, strengthened by the power of the Holy
Spirit, made a true witness of Christ in word and
deed, and invited more deeply into the life of the
Church.

The sponsors most significant role is to be a role
model of such witness and unifying love. If you
are a practicing Catholic, who has received
Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation, you can be
a sponsor.

Sponsors are needed for adults who are becoming
fully initiated Catholics. This ceremony will be at
this years Easter Vigil on April 15, 2017.
Sponsors are also needed for children who are
preparing to receive the sacrament of Confirma-
tion this year in May 2017. A sponsor has to be at
least 16 years of age and a parent cannot be a
sponsor for their own child. If you are interested
in becoming a sponsor, please contact Ms. Pino at
718-769-6311for further details.
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