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St. Mark Church

Saturday, Dec 5
5:00 PM Franz Chille, MD (ann.)

Sunday, Dec 6
8:00 AM Jhordan Caballero
9:30 AM Teresa Cafaro (ann.)
11:00 AM Edward Kurland
12:30 PM Dorothy Maresca

Monday, Dec 7 St. Ambrose
8:30 AM Rosalie Lanzisera

Tuesday, Dec 8 Imnmaculate Conception
8:00 AM Lucy Abraham

10:00 AM Peter V. Warren (birthday)

7:30 PM Rosalie Lanzisera

Wednesday, Dec 9 St. Juan Diego
8:30 AM Deceased Members of the Regina
Family

Thursday, Dec 10
8:30 AM Robert Cirillo

Friday, Dec 11 St Damasus
8:30 AM Bradley Francis

Saturday, Dec 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
8:30 AM Steve Blouin
5:00 PM Frank & Violet Maggi

St. Margaret Mary fw
Church
Lils A

Sunday, Dec 6
11:00 AM Gerard Gagliardi

Tuesday Dec 8

9:00 AM Catherine Looney
Wednesday, Dec 9

9:00 AM Girolama Pizzo

Sunday, Dec 13
11:00 AM Ronald Danner (birthday)

Miraculous Medal Novena

Wednesday after the 9:00 AM Mass

Homebound in Manhattan Beach:

If you or someone you know would like to have a
Eucharistic Minister visit and administer Holy
Communion; please call Gilda at 718-769-1312.
Also, please advise Gilda of any sick parishioner who
wishes to be included in the Prayer of the Faithful at
Sunday Mass.

DECEMBER 6 2015
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Even though we have no cholee but to Live

here anod wow, we do have a chotee as to how
we will Listen for, and heed God’s will for
us: heve and now and in the heveafter.

Today's Readings:
Baruch 5:1-9
Psalm 126:2
Philippians 1:4-6, 11
Luke 3:1-6

Please pray for the sick:

Antonia Galli, Linda DeFrancesco, Georgette
Scalese, Sal Comodo, Joseph John Buccheri,
Sally Frances Buccheri, & Diane Camacho
who is in need of a kidney donor.

718-284-0704

Today is the Second Sunday of
Advent, we light the second purple
candle which represents love. As
the journey of Advent continues,
as we prepare to celebrate the S o e
nativity of Christ, John the Baptist's call to conversion
sounds out in our communities. It is a pressing invita-
tion to open our hearts and to welcome the Son of
God Who comes among us to make divine judgement
manifest. The Father, writes St. John the Evangelist,
does not judge anyone, but has entrusted the power of
judgement to the Son, because He is the Son of man.

EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY]

DEC. 8, 2015 - NOV. 20, 2016

"[T WILL BE A HOLYSXEAR OF MERCY.

-POPE

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Dec 8th is a Holy Day of
Obligation and also marks the beginning of The Year of Mercy as

proclaimed by Pope Francis. Advent is an appropriate time to prepare

to meet Jesus in the sacrament of Reconciliation

Gifts to honor a loved one; living or
deceased, are available
(bread & wine, candles or flowers).
Please contact the parish office
for information.




Pastor’s Column December 5-6, 2015

A voice of one crying out in the desert: Prepare the way of the Lord!

This weekend of the Second Sunday of Advent our attention shifts from preparing for the coming of the Lord
at the end of time to preparing for his coming in time. The great Forerunner or Precursor of Jesus who announces the
coming of the Christ, John the Baptist, appears on the scene. To Luke, the emergence of John the Baptist was one of
the hinges on which history turned. And so in his Gospel, Luke precisely identifies the time and place of John the Bap-
tist’s public appearance in six different ways. He begins by setting John’s arrival against the backdrop of world history
in the form of the Roman Empire: “In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was gov-
ernor of Judea.” Tiberius succeeded Augustus as the second emperor of Rome between 12 and 14 AD which would
put John’s appearance around 27 to 29 AD, and Pilate was the Roman governor of the province of Judea between 26
and 36 AD. Luke then gets more local by turning to the political organization of Palestine, identifying the tetrarchs
Herod, Phillip, and Lysanias. Finally, he puts the timing in a religious context by placing it within the high priesthood
of Annas and Caiaphas. Luke wants to make sure his readers and listeners understand that something big was about to
happen that would change the history of the world, and John the Baptist would be its herald.

Luke then identifies John the Baptist as a prophet by telling us that the word of God came to John in the de-
sert. Luke says that John preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, and he presents John as the ful-
fillment of Isaiah’s great prophecy: “A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

While our neighborhoods of Sheepshead Bay and Manhattan Beach in years past may have been more of a
quaint fishing village and seaside resort area than the bustling communities they are now, it is hard to picture this area
as a desert. But in the midst of an overly secularized society, we people of faith can feel like we are a lonely voice cry-
ing out in a desert of unbelief. By virtue of our baptism, we too are called to be prophets now at this time and here in
this place, announcing the Good News that Jesus Christ has come into our world with salvation for his people.

This weekend, on Saturday evening we prepare the way of the Lord by Lighting the Bay once again for
Christmas! More than one hundred fifty Christmas trees will shine their light around our churches of Saint Mark and
Saint Margaret Mary and become powerful symbols of Christ the light who dispels the darkness of evil, error and sin.
Let these trees be a sign that our faith is alive and well here in Sheepshead Bay and Manhattan Beach, and may their
light be a beacon to welcome all who seek God with a sincere heart. And on Sunday during Lessons and Carols at
Saint Mark, we unveil our =~ magnificent Angel Tree and Adoration of the Christ display. May this great work of art
also attract many people and open their minds and hearts to God’s infinite love made flesh in the Christ child. Let each
of us do our part so that “the winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh
shall see the salvation of God.”

— Fr. Bob



Sunday Collection: November 29, 2015

St. Mark Church
1st Collection: $4,132.00
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2nd Collection:$2,008.00
) Lo

Attendance: 553
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Envelopes Returned: 158
St Margaret Mary Church
1st Collection: $250.00

2nd Collection: $90.00
Attendance: 38

Envelopes Returned: 13

2015 Annual Catholic Appeal

St. Margaret Mary
Goal: $2,354

Amt. Pledged: $6,540
Amt. Rec’d: $6,250

# of Donors: 19

% Participation:20.21%

St. Mark Catholic Academy
Christmas Boutique

This Weekend!

St. Mark

Goal: $40,125

Amt. Pledged: $74,711
Amt. Rec’d: $58,751

# of Donors: 269

% Participation: 31.28%

OnTuesday Dec 8 we celebrate the Feast of
the Inmaculate Conception; this special
Mavion Feast also-completes the 33 day
consecration to-Jesus through Mary. Please
join ug at the 7:30 pm Massy to-
pray with-and for those who-
will be: consecrated that 4

Words of Our Lady of
Guadalupe to-St Juan Diego: § €1
"My deawr little son, I love yow. SAENE

I desire yowto-know who-I S 9
am. I o the ever-virgin
Moawy, Mother of the true Godr
He created all things. He is invall places. He
iy Lovd of Heawverw and Eowtiv. I desive av
church invthis place where your people mavy
experience my compassion. AU those who-
sincevely ask my help intheir work and in
their sovrows will know my Mother's Heout inv
this place. Here I will see their teaws; I will
console them and they will bes
at peace.”

Upcoming Events

St. Mark Outdoor
Christmas
Tree Lighting
Saturday Dec 5th after 5:00 Mass
Lessons & Carols with Bishop Massa
Unveiling of the adoration tree
Sunday Dec. 6th at 4:00 pm

Rosary Society Annual Christmas
Dinner/Dance
Monday, Dec 7th at 7pm
Gargiulo’s Restaurant—Tickets $55.00.
All parishioners are invited to attend.
For info & reservations:
Kathy: 718-934-7964
**Raffle winners will be drawn at the
dinner, so please be sure to return
your tickets.**

“Light the Bay for Christmas”

There is still time to sponsor a tree! Think about
memorializing a loved one, expressing a personal
sentiment, or sending Christmas wishes to all of
Sheepshead Bay by sponsoring a tree to be lit
around the church during the Christmas season.
Information and sponsor cards are available in
church or call the rectory for more information.

St. Vincent De Paul Monthly
Food Collection
Dec 19 & 20

SET=

Food Drive

We are collecting canned & dry non perishable items
(please check expiration dates). Monetary donations
are always gratefully accepted.

Thank you for your continued, outstanding support!
PLEASE NOTE:
The St. Vincent de Paul Group is unable to accept
any clothing donations until further notice.

SAVE THE DATE:
NEXT MEETING
DEC. 11TH
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What a wonderful Thanksgiving Dinner we
celebrated as a school family on November
25™. You can see our interview on the
NET - Currents TV.

It is Advent and we are busy preparing for
Christmas. The sounds of
Christmas Carols can be
heard throughout the
building. Our Third and
Fourth Graders will be
singing at St. Joachim and
Anne Nursing Home on
December 14™ - bringing cheer to the
patients there.

We are also collecting sweatshirts and

hoodies to present to the St. Vincent DePaul
Group at Christmas to help keep those in need

a bit warmer.

Congratulations to two members of St. Mark Parish:
Selena Morales (Grade 12) of Bishop Kearney HS
Cindy Navarro (Grade 11) of Msgr. McClancy HS .
These students have been recognized for their
academic achievements during the first semester.

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
(USHERS) NEEDED FOR ALL MASSES

7th GRADERS TO ADULTS
Christ's ministry was one of hospitality,
extending a hand and welcoming all with open
arms. Following Christ's example, our
Hospitality Ministers open doors and warmly greet
all that come to worship with us. The role of the
Hospitality Minister is extremely important! Often,
the Hospitality Minister is the only one to actually
speak to many who worship with us each week.
They are the ones who make people feel welcome
and at home.

If you would like the
opportunity to serve your
church and others in this
important ministry please

contact
Tom Scalese:
718-891-6498
or call the rectory office.

Office of Faith Formation
Office Hours:
Monday: 1:00-5:00
Wednesday: 9:00-2:00
Thursday: 9:00-2:00

St. Mark R.C. Parish

[BZ=XE
T
h J 7

=

: Giving Tree Reminder:
: You can return your gifts as soon as
possible. Please follow the instructions
on the tags so we are able to
accommodate each group’s requests.
Your gifts will be given to those who are
served by The Sisters of Life, Hour
Children, Catholic Charities, and
St. Mark’s St. Vincent de Paul Group.

: PLEASE TAPE THE TAG SECURELY ON :
:  THE OUTSIDE OF YOUR GIFT AND
PLACE IT UNDER ONE OF THE TREES
ON THE ALTAR ON OR BEFORE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH.

God Bless your Giving Heart!
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CALLING ALL ANGELS,
SHEPHERDS & KINGS!

All children of St. Mark & St. Margaret Mary
are invited to participate in the portrayal of the
Living Gospel at the Christmas Eve Family
Mass on Thursday, December 24 at 4:30 pm.
No need to worry about stage fright—there is
nothing for the younger children to read.
Participation forms will be given out to the
Religious Education and School children during
the first week of December, and forms will also
be available in the
church. Please return
the forms to Ms. Pino or
put them in the

collection basket during
Mass by December 17 %
Contact Ms. Pino at
718-769-6311 for more
information.
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